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An Invitation to the Reader

In researching this book, we discovered many wonderful places—hotels, restaurants,
shops, and more. We're sure you'll find others. Please tell us about them, so we can share
the information with your fellow travelers in upcoming editions. If you were disappointed
with a recommendation, we'd love to know that, too. Please write to:

Frommer’s Toronto 2004
Wiley Publishing, Inc. ¢ 111 River St. * Hoboken, NJ 07030-5744

An Additional Note

Please be advised that travel information is subject to change at any time—and this is
especially true of prices. We therefore suggest that you write or call ahead for confirma-
tion when making your travel plans. The authors, editors, and publisher cannot be held
responsible for the experiences of readers while traveling. Your safety is important to us,
however, so we encourage you to stay alert and be aware of your surroundings. Keep a
close eye on cameras, purses, and wallets, all favorite targets of thieves and pickpockets.

Other Great Guides for Your Trip:

Frommer’s Canada
Frommer’s Montréal & Quebec City
Frommer’s Nova Scotia, New Brunswick & Prince Edward Island
Frommer’s Ottawa with Kids
Frommer’s Toronto with Kids




Frommer's Star Ratings, Icons & Abbreviations
Every hotel, restaurant, and attraction listing in this guide has been ranked for quality,
value, service, amenities, and special features using a star-rating system. In country, state,
and regional guides, we also rate towns and regions to help you narrow down your choices
and budget your time accordingly. Hotels and restaurants are rated on a scale of zero (rec-
ommended) to three stars (exceptional). Attractions, shopping, nightlife, towns, and
regions are rated according to the following scale: zero stars (recommended), one star
(highly recommended), two stars (very highly recommended), and three stars (must-see).
In addition to the star-rating system, we also use seven feature icons that point you
to the great deals, in-the-know advice, and unique experiences that separate travelers from
tourists. Throughout the book, look for:

(Fi?)ds Special finds—those places only insiders know about

ﬁ‘?n Fact Fun facts—details that make travelers more informed and their trips
more fun

mds Best bets for kids and advice for the whole family

ﬁv?taments Special moments—those experiences that memories are made of

@errated Places or experiences not worth your time or money

/TII)S Insider tips—great ways to save time and money
Value Great values—where to get the best deals

The following abbreviations are used for credit cards:

AE  American Express DISC  Discover V' Visa
DC Diners Club MC MasterCard
Frommers.com

Now that you have the guidebook to a great trip, visit our website at www.frommers.com
for travel information on more than 3,000 destinations. With features updated regularly,
we give you instant access to the most current trip-planning information available. At
Frommers.com, you'll also find the best prices on airfares, accommodations, and car
rentals—and you can even book travel online through our travel booking partners. At
Frommers.com, you'll also find the following:

* Online updates to our most popular guidebooks

* Vacation sweepstakes and contest giveaways

o Newsletter highlighting the hottest travel trends

* Online travel message boards with featured travel discussions



What's New in Toronto

Toronto—or “Hollywood North,” as
some wags would have it—is brim-
ming with energy these days. Here’s a
quick look at what’s happening now.

PLANNING YOUR TRIP While
there are some new discount airlines
flying into Toronto, such as WestJet
(www.westjet.ca) and JetsGo (www.
jetsgo.net), Air Canada (www.air
canada.ca) is still the major player. Its
Canada’s only national airline, and it
operates direct daily flights from most
major U.S. cities and from many
smaller ones. Air Canada’s response to
the discount competition has been to
launch a new division called Tango
(www.flytango.com). It’s a cheaper,
no-frills service that operates from
Toronto’s Pearson International Air-
port, but it only flies to Canadian
cities.

Speaking of the airport, there are
major changes afoot: The grand new
terminal is almost complete, and
when it opens for business in late
2003, it will replace the gloomy Ter-
minals 1 and 2. In the meantime, try
to ignore the messy rerouting of traffic
at the airport. See “Orientation” in
chapter 3 for complete details on
transportation from the airport to
downtown Toronto.

WHERE TO STAY Toronto’s fine
selection of hotels has just gotten bet-
ter: Two gorgeous new boutique hotels
opened for business in 2003. The
SoHo Metropolitan Hotel, 318
Wellington St. W. (@ 800/668-
6600), is a serene spot that blends
elegance and technology (not an easy

feat). The Hotel Le Germain, 30
Mercer St. (© 866/345-9501), is the
chic and glamorous offering from the
Québec-based Groupe Germain. Both
offer top-notch service that will make
you want to come back again and
again. See chapter 4 for full reviews.
And good news for spa-lovers:
Some of the very best spas in the city
are located in hotels, such as the Vic-
toria Spa at the Crowne Plaza, the
Stillwater Spa at the Park Hyatt, and
the Elizabeth Milan Hotel Day Spa
at the Fairmont Royal York. See “Spas
& the City” in chapter 6 for details.

WHERE TO DINE Foodies, take
note: 2003 was a banner year for
restaurant openings in Toronto. My
personal favorite is Brassaii, 461 King
St. W. (@ 416/598-4730), a bistro
that blends excellent food with fine
service and a stunning setting—and
its prices are quite reasonable.

Other new notables include
Xacutti, 503 College St. (© 416/
323-3957), which is adding a dash of
Indian spice in Litte Italy; Blowfish
Restaurant & Sake Bar, 668 King St.
W. (@ 416/860-0606), for top-notch
sushi; Wish, 3 Charles St. E. (@) 416/
935-0240), an inspiring little gem of
a bistro; the Colony Kitchen, 157
Bloor St. W. (® 416/591-9997), an
Asian-inspired restaurant located in—
you won't believe it—the basement
of Club Monaco’s flagship store;
and Lolo, 619 Mount Pleasant Rd.
(® 416/483-8933) a down-to-carth
bistro with heavenly food. See chapter
5 for full reviews.
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WHAT TO SEE & DO There’s
good and bad news. On the positive
side, some Toronto museums are
expanding so that they can show off
more of their fantastic collections. The
bad news is that much of the renova-
tion work will be done in 2004. The
most notable is the Royal Ontario
Museum, which is staying open
throughout the year but with a limited
number of galleries. The George R.
Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art
will be closed for much of the year.

By the way, Toronto-bound parents
will find lots to keep small fry enter-
tained if they consult a new website:
www.helpwevegotkids.com. See chap-
ter 6 for more information.

SHOPPING The Canadian dollar
is still on the weak side, which is a
boon to U.S. and overseas shoppers.
Not that you should need further
inducement to stop in at the unique
local shops, including only-in-
Toronto spots like Peach Berserk and
Fashion Crimes (for women’s fash-
ions), Decibel (for men’s), Mink (for
jewelry and accessories), and Mabel’s
Fables (for children’s books and toys).

If you only have a short time to shop
while you're in town, turn your sights
to West Queen West, an up-and-
coming neighborhood where you'll
find independent clothing boutiques,
housewares shops, and antiques bou-
tiques. See chapter 8 for details.

AFTER DARK  Toronto has recently
gained some new places to keep itself
(and you!) entertained. One is the
newly revived Carlu theater on the sev-
enth floor of College Park. The long-
awaited Yonge-Dundas Square—a
new venue for open-air concerts right
in the heart of downtown—opened up.
Another attraction is The Distillery
Historic District, which is now home
to the Dancemakers and the Native
Earth performing arts groups. See
chapter 9 for complete details.

SIDE TRIPS One of the most
exciting destinations in Ontario is the
Muskoka region, which is just 90
minutes away from Toronto. It boasts
excellent resorts, fine food, outdoor
sports (golf and boating are the two
most popular), and soothing spas. See
chapter 10 for complete details.



The Best of Toronto

Chances are that even if you've never set foot in Toronto, you've seen the city a
hundred times over. Known for the past decade as “Hollywood North,” Toronto
has stood in for international centers from European capitals to New York—but
rarely does it play itself. Self-deprecating Torontonians embody a paradox:
Proud of their city’s architectural, cultural, and culinary charms, they are unsure
whether it’s all up to international snuff.

After spending a single afternoon wandering around Toronto, you might
wonder why this is a question at all. The sprawling city boasts lush parks,
renowned architecture, and excellent galleries. There’s no shortage of skyscrap-
ers, particularly in the downtown core. Still, many visitors marvel at the num-
ber of Torontonians who live in houses on tree-lined boulevards that are a walk
or a bike ride away from work.

Out-of-towners can see the fun side of the place, but Torontonians aren't so
sure. They recall the stuffiness of the city’s past. Often called “Toronto the
Good,” it was a town where you could walk down any street in safety, but you
couldn’t get a drink on Sunday.

Then a funny thing happened on the way through the 1970s. Canada loos-
ened its immigration policies and welcomed waves of Italians, Greeks, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Jamaicans, Indians, Somalians, and others, many of whom settled
in Toronto. Political unrest in Quebec drove out Anglophones, many into the
waiting arms of Toronto. The city’s economy flourished, which in turn gave its
cultural side a boost.

Natives and visitors alike enjoy the benefits of this rich cultural mosaic. More
than 5,000 restaurants are scattered across the city, serving everything from sim-
ple Greek souvlaki to Asian-accented fusion cuisine. Festivals such as Caribana
and Caravan draw tremendous crowds to celebrate heritage through music and
dance. Its newfound cosmopolitanism has made Toronto a key player on the arts
scene, too. The Toronto International Film Festival in September and the Inter-
national Festival of Authors in October draw top stars of the movie and pub-
lishing worlds. The theater scene rivals London’s and New YorK’s.

Toronto now ranks at or near the top of any international urban quality-of-
life scudy. The city has accomplished something rare, expanding and developing
its daring side while holding on to its traditional strengths. It’s a great place to
visit, but watch out: You might just end up wanting to live here.

1 Frommer's Favorite Toronto Experiences

* Dining Alfresco on One of the you cant beat ’em, join 'em. See
City’s Endless Patios: Any picce chapter 5.
of sidewalk might be appropriated * Cafe Hopping at Trattorias in
for open-air dining at any time. If Little Italy: Several magazines



CHAPTER 1 - THE BEST OF TORONTO
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FROMMER'S FAVORITE TORONTO EXPERIENCES
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CHAPTER 1

have zeroed in on this neighbor-
hood as one of the haute-est spots
in North America. Trendy, yes,
but it’s also a fun area for stopping
by the many cafes and wine bars,
and for dining on outstanding
food. See chapter 5.

Staying Up Until the Wee Hours
in Greek Tavernas: No one’s say-
ing that Toronto is a city that
never sleeps, but you can make
such a claim about lively-at-all-
hours Greektown. At 4am, upbeat
bouzouki music can still be heard
along the Danforth. See chapter 5.
Hanging Out at Harbourfront
Centre: There’s always something
going on—the International Festi-
val of Authors, art exhibits, cul-
tural celebrations, and the Toronto
Music Garden, just to name a few.
See p. 180

Picnicking on Centre Island:
Hop on the ferry and escape to the
islands. From across the water,
you'll see the city in a whole new
light. See “The Toronto Islands”
on p. 44.

Swinging from the Henry
Moore Sculptures at the Art
Gallery of Ontario: The British
sculptor Henry Moore so loved
Toronto that he bestowed his
greatest works on this museum.
Kids have been known to swing
from the gigantic works in front
of the gallery. See p. 124.
Viewing the World from the Top
of the CN Tower: Most Toronto
natives say they've never gone to
the top of their most famous land-
mark. It’s a pity, because the view
is inspiring. On any reasonably
clear day, you can see Niagara
Falls. See p. 125.

Exploring the Wonders of the
World at the Ontario Science
Centre: You don’t have to be a tyke
to appreciate the amazing interac-
tive displays about biology, ecology,
and technology. See p. 128.

- THE BEST OF TORONTO

Taking in a Game at SkyDome or
the Air Canada Centre: SkyDome
is home base for the Toronto Blue
Jays baseball team. The Air Canada
Centre is where the Maple Leafs
(hockey) and the Raptors (basket-
ball) play. Torontonians love their
teams and come out to support
them in droves. See p. 140.
Wandering ~ Through  the
Riverdale Farm: In case you need
more proof that Toronto is a very
green city, it has a working farm in
its midst. Cows, sheep, pigs, goats,
and other critters call it home. See
p. 144.

Treasure Hunting for Vintage
Clothing in Kensington Market:
How can one small area have a
dozen vintage-clothing vendors?
And how do they keep prices low
and quality good? Haphazard
Kensington Market is a joy for
bargain hunters. See “Walking
Tour: Chinatown & Kensington
Market” in chapter 7 and p. 192
in chapter 8.

Shopping (or Window-Shopping)
in Chic Yorkville. Once home to
the city’s bohemian community,
Yorkville is an enclave of exclusive
shops, art galleries, and upscale
cafes. See “Great Shopping Areas”
in chapter 8.

Checking Out Local Theater:
Toronto likes its blockbuster
shows: Show Boat and Ragtime got
their start here before heading to
Broadway. Offerings from the
CanStage Company, the Tarragon
Theatre, and the Lorraine Kimsa
Theatre for Young People are con-
sistently excellent, too. See “The
Performing Arts” in chapter 9.
Busting a Gut at a Comedy Club.
Maybe it's something in the water:
Toronto has produced more than
its share of top-notch comedians,
including the shagadelic Mike
Myers, Jim Carrey, Dan Aykroyd,
and the late John Candy. Check



BEST HOTEL BETS

Impressions
In the eyes of the rest of the country Toronto is a kind of combination
Sodom and Mecca.

—Pierre Berton (1961)

2

out local talent or international
stand-up stars at one of the many
comedy clubs. See “The Club &
Music Scene” in chapter 9.

Day-Tripping for Festivals and
Falls: Niagara-on-the-Lake is

Ontario’s wine country, and home

Best Hotel Bets

Best Historic Hotel: The
(gloved) hands-down winner is Le
Royal Meridien King Edward,
37 King St. E. (©® 800/543-
4300), which was built in 1903
and in the past few years has been
restored to its former glory. The
lobby, with its pink marble
columns and ornate frescoes, has
seen the creme de la creme of soci-
ety trot through over the years. In
the 1960s, the Beatles holed up in
the King Eddy while 3,000 fans
stormed the lobby. See p. 66.
Best for a Stylish Stay: The
Hotel Le Germain, 30 Mercer
St. (® 866/345-9501), one of
Toronto’s new boutique hotels, is
a stunner, with its dramatic design
and lots of artwork in public and
private spaces alike (even the ele-
vators!). See p. 55.

Best for Tech-Lovers: The SoHo
Metropolitan Hotel, 318 Welling-
ton St. W. (@ 800/668-6600),
makes the best use of technology
I've ever seen at a hotel. It’s as if the
designers compiled a list of all of
the most frustrating aspects about
staying in a hotel room and
resolved to fix them. And they suc-
ceeded! See p. 56.

Best for a Romantic Rendezvous:
The Park Hyatt Toronto, 4
Avenue Rd. (@ 800/233-1234),

°

of the Shaw Festival; it’s less than a
half-hour drive away from Niagara
Falls. Picturesque Stratford has
its own theater festival. See “Strat-
ford” and “Niagara-on-the-Lake &
Niagara Falls” in chapter 10.

has it all: a beautifully renovated
Art Deco building, top-notch serv-
ice, and one of the best views in the
city from the rooftop terrace
lounge. This is the place to relax
and let yourself be pampered. See
p- 69.

Best for Families: The Delta
Chelsea, 33 Gerrard St. W.
(@ 800/243-5732), is a longtime
family favorite, and in 2003 it fur-
ther enhanced its standing by
introducing the Family Fun Zone,
which includes a playroom with
live bunnies and fish, a video
arcade, and a waterslide. It also
offers children’s programs, a day-
care center, and kid-friendly
restaurants. There are two pools,
one for tykes and one for adults,
and many rooms have refrigera-
tors or kitchenettes. See p. 64.
Best for Business Travelers: The
Metropolitan Hotel, 108 Chest-
nut St. (@ 416/977-5000), is just
a few minutes from the Financial
District, and its amenities are
competitive with those of its
pricier competitors. Features
include a 24-hour business center
and in-room amenities such as
fax/modem hookups, large work
desks, and cordless two-line
phones. The restaurants, Hemi-
spheres and Lai Wah Heen, are
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favorite sites for business lunches.
See p. 58.

Best Moderately Priced Hotel:
Given the location and amenities,
it’s hard to beat the Delta Chelsea,
33 Gerrard St. W. (@© 800/243-
5732), for price. Close to the
Eaton Centre, Chinatown, and the
Financial District, double rooms
start at C$129 (US$90) per nigh.
See p. 64.

Best Budget Accommodations:
Victoria University, 140 Charles
St. W. (@ 416/585-4524), rents
out its student residences from
mid-May to late August. It’s in an
excellent location, with simple
rooms and great facilities, includ-
ing tennis courts and a pool. All
this for C$66 (US$46) a night.
See p. 71.

Best Service: At The Sutton Place
Hotel, 955 Bay St. (@ 800/268-
3790), ask and you shall receive.
The high staff-to-guest ratio means
that there’s always someone around
to do your bidding. See p. 70. You
also won't lack attention at the
Four Seasons Hotel Toronto,
21 Avenue Rd. (@ 800/268-6282;
p- 68), or the Park Hyatt Toronto,
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4 Avenue Rd. (@ 800/233-1234;
p. 69).

Best Hotel Dining: This is a three-
way tie: The Hilton Toronto’s very
grand dining room, Tundra
(® 416/860-6800; p. 86), is a
treat for all the senses. But so are
the Fairmont Royal Yorks new
offering, Epic (© 416/860-6949;
p- 88), and the Park Hyatt’s restau-
rant, Annona (@ 416/924-5471;
p. 101).

Best Gay-Friendly Hotel: Every-
one comes to the Howard Johnson
Selby Hotel & Suites, 592 Sher-
bourne St. (@ 800/387-4788). In
a Victorian building in a predomi-
nantly gay neighborhood, this hotel
draws gay, lesbian, and straight
travelers with Belle Epoque style
and individually decorated rooms.
See p. 70.

Best for Travelers with Disabili-
ties: The Fairmont Royal York,
100 Front St. W. (@ 800/441-
1414), looks monolithic but it
pays a lot of attention to accessi-
bility. The adaptations accommo-
date wheelchair users, the visually
impaired, and the hearing
impaired. See p. 58.

3 Best Dining Bets

Best New Restaurant: 2003 saw
some stiff competition for the title,
with lots of new restaurants open-
ing for business, but the winner is
Brassaii, 461 King St. W. (@ 416/
598-4730), a stylish bistro with
excellent food, top-notch service,
and wallet-friendly prices. See
p. 90.

Best for a Business Lunch: A
sure bet is Canoe Restaurant &
Bar, in the Toronto Dominion
Tower, 66 Wellington St. W.
(@ 416/364-0054), a see-and-be-
seen spot for local and visiting
power brokers. See p. 85.

Best for a Celebration: The atmos-
phere at Blowfish Restaurant &

Sake Bar, 668 King St. W. (@ 416/
860-0606), is lively every night.
The mix of the glamorous dining
room, fine sushi, and a cool crowd
gives the restaurant its edge. See
p. 87.

Best for a Romantic Dinner: I'm
the first to admit that I'm biased,
but the Rosewater Supper Club,
19 Toronto St. (@ 416/214-5888),
is my idea of perfect romance (this
restaurant was where my husband
proposed to me). Relax and let the
pampering begin. See p. 97.

Best Decor: Monsoon, 100 Sim-
coe St. (@ 416/979-7172), has an
award-winning interior design by
Toronto firm Yabu Pushelberg.
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The brown-on-black setting steals Australian vintages by the glass;
attention from the impressive upstairs, the dining room boasts
kitchen. See p. 86. Upstart Rain, more than 600 bottles from
19 Mercer St. (@ 416/599-7246), around the world. Prices range

is casy on the eye, but good luck from C$32 (US$22) into four fig-

getting in—even pop diva Nelly ures. See p. 110.
Furtado couldn’t do it. See p. 89.

Best View: Forget the obvious with comfort foods, but Biff’s,
choice (360 Revolving Restau- 4 Front St. E. (@ 416/860-0086),
rant, in the CN Tower, 301 Front serves up modern takes on classic
St. Wi p. 86). Instead, dine at dishes; its setting goes beyond
Scaramouche, 1 Benvenuto Place comfortable to luxury. See p. 96.

(@ 416/961-8011), which has a

floor-to-ceiling windows overlook serves fine modern Italian cuisine
the downtown skyline. See p. 111. in elegant digs—and the efficient,
Best Wine List: The international knowledgeable wait staff makes
selection Centro, 2472 Yonge St. everyone feel at home. See p. 101.
(@® 416/483-2211), is hard to * Best Portuguese: Standing alone
beat. The basement is a wine on Italian-dominated College

bar with Italian, Californian, and Street, Chiado, 484 College St.

The Best of Toronto Online

How did anyone ever plan a trip without the help of the Internet? It's
hard to imagine now, given the wealth of information available
online. But not all sites are created equal, so before you get ensnared
in the Web, point and click on these gems.

¢ Toronto.com (www.toronto.com) boasts articles on arts and culture
as well as a hotel directory, restaurant reviews, community news,
and events listings. One of its best features is its extensive use of
photographs.

e City of Toronto (www.city.toronto.on.ca) is the official municipal
guide to Toronto, a straightforward source of practical information
peppered with profiles of fun places to visit and announcements of
festivals, free concerts, kids’ events, and more.

¢ Girl Talk Toronto: A Mini City Guide (www.journeywoman.com/
girltalk/toronto.html) runs the gamut from the serious (transit safety)
to the frivolously fun (the best places to shop for shoes). This user-
friendly site also highlights arty spots, off-the-beaten-path attrac-
tions, and the best places for brunch, all from a female perspective.

¢ Green Tourism Association (www.greentourism.on.ca) is an excellent
resource for eco-friendly travelers. There's information about car-free
transportation, outdoor activities and sports, and healthy dining.

e Toronto Life (www.torontolife.com) has extensive restaurant list-
ings, as well as links for events, activities, and nightlife.

e Toronto Star (www.thestar.com) includes everything from theater
and concert reviews to local news and weather conditions.

Best Bistro: Bistros often do well

Best Italian: Il Posto Nuovo, 148
far more elegant perspective. Its Yorkville Ave. (@ 416/968-0469),
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(@ 416/538-1910), serves modern
Portuguese cuisine. The seafood is
flown in daily. See p. 88.

Best Greek: The cooking at Pan
on the Danforth, 516 Danforth
Ave. (® 416/466-8158), will
convince you that Pan was really
the god of food. This is Greek
cuisine updated with panache; see
p. 108. Watch out for the mid-
town restaurant Gus (1033 Bay
St; @ 416/923-8159) as a chal-
lenger; see p. 103.

Best Out-of-Towner: Talk about
catching on like wildfire—the
new restaurant Wildfire, at Taboo
Resort up in the Muskoka region
(@ 705/687-2233), is a work of
art. Give yourself over to the
genius chef by having one of the
four-, five-, or 1l-course tasting
menus. See p. 246.

Best People-Watching: Across
from the Sutton Place Hotel is
Bistro 990, 990 Bay St. (® 416/
921-9990), where everyone in
Toronto but me has made a
celebrity sighting. ('m too busy
enjoying the delicious food.) See
p. 100.

Best Value: Once again, first prize
to Brassaii, 461 King St. W.
(@ 416/598-4730), a stylish new
bistro that’s got it all. An honor-
able mention goes to Messis, 97
Harbord St. (@ 416/920-2186),
which has been a training ground
for some of the best chefs in
Toronto. See p. 90 and 104.

Best for Kids: Millie’s Bistro,
1980 Avenue Rd. (® 416/481-
1247), is a family favorite with
sunny dining rooms and a special
children’s menu; see p. 112. A
more casual choice would be the
deli-style Shopsy’s (33 Yonge St;
© 416/365-3333); sce p. 100.
Best Steak House: Barberian’s,
7 Elm St. (@ 416/597-0335), has
boosted the level of protein in
Torontonians’ diets since 1959.
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It also serves great martinis and
desserts, but what everyone comes
here for is the meat. See p. 84.
Best Pizza: A cubbyhole-size
eatery in midtown, Serra, 378
Bloor St. W. (@ 416/922-6999),
makes thin-crust pizzas laden with
gourmet ingredients. See p. 107.
Best Sushi: Hiro Sushi, 171 King
St. E. (©® 416/304-0550). Chef
Hiro Yoshida offers up classically
prepared sushi as well as a few
unique specialties; see p. 97. But
there is competition from Blow-
fish Restaurant & Sake Bar, 668
King St. W. (© 416/860-0606);
see p. 87.

Best Afternoon Tea: A very tough
call. Afternoon tea in the lobby
lounge at the Le Royal Meridien
King Edward Hotel, 37 King St.
E. (® 416/863-3131), has been
called the most authentic English
tea, and it is divine; see p. 66. But
I am partial to the phenomenal
lavender-and-rose-infused Rooi-
bos Provence tea that you'll find at
Annona at the Park Hyatt,
4 Avenue Rd. (@ 416/924-5471).
See p. 101.

Best Alfresco Dining: The lovely
patio at Biff’s, 4 Front St. E.
(@ 416/860-0086), is just about
perfect. Set well back from the
street, it affords terrific people-
watching possibilities. See p. 96.
Best If You Have Only One
Meal in Toronto and Price Is No
Object: While I hate to go along
with the crowd, the common wis-
dom is on the money with North
44, 2537 Yonge St. (© 416/487-
4897). Great food, great staff,
great setting. See p. 111.

Best If You Have Only One Meal
in Toronto and Price Is an
Object: Look no further than
Brassaii, 461 King St. W. (© 416/
598-4730). For all of the reasons
listed above in “Best New Restau-
rant.” See p. 90.



* Best Chinese: Lai Wah Heen, at
the Metropolitan Hotel, 110
Chestnut St. (@ 416/977-9899),
serves deluxe Cantonese and
Szechwan specialties, including a
variety of sharks fin soups and
abalone dishes. It features several
good-value prix-fixe specials at
lunch and dinner. See p. 89.

* Best Brunch: Who needs bacon
and eggs when you can have wria
rustica with layers of ricotta, moz-
zarella, leeks, peas, and smoked
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trout? This and other glamorous
offerings are available at Agora, at
the Art Gallery of Ontario, 317
Dundas St. W. (@ 416/977-0414).
See p. 87.

Best Desserts: Dufflet Rosenberg
bakes up a storm at Dufflet Pas-
tries, 787 Queen St. W. (@ 416/
504-2870). You'll find her name
on the dessert list at some of the
city’s top restaurants. See “Sweet
Treats: Toronto’s Dessert Cafes”
on p. 216.



Planning Your Trip to Toronto

Whether youre traveling on a whim or charting your course months in
advance, it’s important to do some planning to make the most of your trip. You
may already be asking how you'll get there and how much it will cost. There are
many different sides of Toronto, so you'll need to figure out what kind of trip
you want. This chapter will help you find the answers.

1 Visitor Information

FROM NORTH AMERICA

The best source for Toronto-specific
information is Tourism Toronto,
Metro Toronto Convention & Visi-
tors Association, 207 Queens Quay
W., Suite 590, Toronto, ON M5] 1A7
(@ 800/363-1990 from North Ameri-
ca, or 416/203-2600; www.toronto
tourism.com). Call before you leave
and ask for the free information pack-
age, which includes sections on accom-
modations, sights, and dining. Better
yet, visit the website, which includes all
of the above plus up-to-the-minute
events information.

For information about traveling in
the province of Ontario, contact
Tourism Ontario, PO. Box 104,
Toronto, ON M5B 2H1 (@ 800/
ONTARIO or 416/314-0944; www.
travelinx.com), or visit the travel cen-
ter in the Eaton Centre on Level 1 at
Yonge and Dundas streets. It’s open
Monday through Friday from 10am to
9pm, Saturday from 9:30am to 6pm,
and Sunday from noon to 5pm.

Canadian consulates in the United
States do not provide tourist informa-
tion. They will refer you to the offices
above. Consular offices in Buffalo,
Detroit, Los Angeles, New York, Seat-
tle, and Washington, D.C., deal with
visas and other political and immigra-
tion issues.

FROM ABROAD

The following consulates can provide
information or refer you to the appro-
priate  offices. Consult Tourism
Toronto (see “From North America,”
above) for general information. For a
list of Canadian consular offices around
the world, visit www.dfait-maeci.
gc.ca/world/embassies/cra-en.asp.

U.K. and Ireland: The Canadian
High Commission, MacDonald
House, 1 Grosvenor Sq., London
W1X 0AB (@ 0207/258-6600; fax
0207/258-6333).

Australia: The Canadian High
Commission, Commonwealth Avenue,
Canberra, ACT 2600 (@ 02/6273-
3844), or the Consulate General of
Canada, Level 5, Quay West, 111
Harrington St., Sydney, NSW 2000
(@ 02/9364-3000). The consulate
general also has offices in Melbourne
and Perth.

New Zealand: The Canadian
High Commission, 3rd floor, 61
Molesworth St., Thomdon, Welling-
ton (@ 04/473-9577).

South Africa: The Canadian High
Commission, 1103 Arcadia St., Hat-
field 0083, Pretoria (@ 012/422-
3000). The commission also has offices
in Cape Town and Johannesburg,.
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2 Entry Requirements & Customs

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Only a passport is required for entry
into Canada—no visas or proof of
vaccinations are necessary. Canadian
airports have been screening travelers
for SARS, but this is done via a non-
invasive thermal scan.

Safeguard your passport in an
inconspicuous, inaccessible place like
a money belt and keep a copy of the
critical pages with your passport num-
ber in a separate place. If you lose your
passport, visit the nearest consulate of
your native country as soon as possible
for a replacement.

FOR U.S. RESIDENTS Whether
youe applying in person or by mail,
you can download passport applica-
tions from the U.S. State Department
website at http://travel.state.gov. For
general information, call the National
Passport Agency (© 202/647-0518).
To find your regional passport office,
either check the U.S. State Department
website or call the National Passport
Information Center (@) 900/225-
5674); the fee is 55¢ per minute for
automated information and $1.50 per
minute for operator-assisted calls.

FOR U.K. RESIDENTS To pick
up an application for a standard
10-year passport (5-year passport for
children under 16), visit your nearest
passport office, major post office, or
travel agency or contact the United
Kingdom DPassport Service at
® 0870/521-0410 or search its web-
site at www.ukpa.gov.uk.

FOR RESIDENTS OF IRELAND
You can apply for a 10-year pass-
port at the Passport Office, Setanta
Centre, Molesworth Street, Dublin 2
(©® 01/671-1633; www.irlgov.ie/
iveagh). Those under age 18 and over
65 must apply for a €12 3-year pass-
port. You can also apply at 1A South
Mall, Cork (@ 021/272-525) or at
most main post offices.

FOR AUSTRALIAN RESIDENTS
You can pick up an application from
your local post office or any branch of
Passports Australia, but you must
schedule an interview at the passport
office to present your application
materials. Call the Australian Pass-
port Information Service at @ 131-
232, or visit the government website
at WWW.passports.gov.au.

FOR NEW ZEALAND RESI-
DENTS You can pick up a passport
application at any New Zealand Pass-
ports Office or download it from their
website. Contact the Passports Office
at @ 0800/225-050 in New Zealand
or 04/474-8100, or log on to www.
passports.govt.nz.

CUSTOMS
WHAT YOU CAN BRING
INTO CANADA
Most customs regulations are generous,
but they get complicated when it comes
to firearms, plants, meat, and pets. Fish-
ing tackle poses no problem (provided
the lures are not made of restricted
materials—specific feathers, for exam-
ple), but the bearer must possess a non-
resident license for the province or
territory where he or she plans to use it.
You can bring in free of duty up to 50
cigars, 200 cigarettes, and 200 grams of
tobacco, provided youre at least 18
years of age. You are also allowed 40
ounces (1.14ml) of liquor or 1.5L of
wine as long as youre of age in the
province you're visiting (19 in Ontario).
There are no restrictions on what you
can take out. But if youre thinking of
bringing Cuban cigars back to the
United States, beware—they can be
confiscated, and you could face a fine.
For a clear summary of Canadian
rules, write for the booklet 7 Declare,
issued by the Canada Customs and
Revenue Agency (© 800/461-9999
in Canada, or 204/983-3500; www.
ccra-adre.ge.ca).
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WHAT YOU CAN

TAKE HOME

Returning U.S. citizens who have
been away for at least 48 hours are
allowed to bring back, once every 30
days, $800 worth of merchandise
duty-free. You'll be charged a flat rate
of 4% duty on the next $1,000 worth
of purchases. Be sure to have your
receipts handy. On mailed gifts, the
duty-free limit is $200. With some
exceptions, you cannot bring fresh
fruits and vegetables into the United
States. For specifics on what you can
bring back, download the invaluable
free pamphlet Know Before You Go
online at www.customs.gov. (Click
on “Travel,” and then click on “Know
Before You Go.”) Or contact the U.S.
Customs Service, 1300 Pennsylvania
Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20229
(@ 8771287-8867) and request the
pamphlet.

U.K. citizens returning from a non-
EU country have a customs allowance
of: 200 cigarettes; 50 cigars; 250 grams
of smoking tobacco; 2 liters of still
table wine; 1 liter of spirits or strong
liqueurs (over 22% volume); 2 liters of
fortified wine, sparkling wine or other
liqueurs; 60cc (ml) perfume; 250cc
(ml) of toilet water; and £145 worth of
all other goods, including gifts and
souvenirs. People under 17 cannot
have the tobacco or alcohol allowance.
For more information, contact HM
Customs & Excise at @ 0845/010-
9000 (from outside the U.K., 020/
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8929-0152), or consult their website at
www.hmce.gov.uk.

The duty-free allowance for Aus-
tralian citizens is A$400 or, for those
under 18, A$200. You can bring in
250 cigarettes or 250 grams of loose
tobacco, and 1,125 milliliters of alco-
hol. If you're returning with valuables
you already own, such as foreign-made
cameras, you should file form B263. A
helpful brochure available from Aus-
tralian consulates or Customs offices is
Know Before You Go. For more infor-
mation, call the Australian Customs
Service at @ 1300/363-263, or log
0N t0 WWW.CUStOImS.gov.au.

The duty-free allowance for New
Zealand is NZ$700. Citizens over 17
can bring in 200 cigarettes, 50 cigars,
or 250 grams of tobacco (or a mixture
of all 3 if their combined weight doesn’t
exceed 250g); plus 4.5 liters of wine
and beer, or 1.125 liters of liquor. New
Zealand currency does not carry
import or export restrictions. Fill out a
certificate of export, listing the valu-
ables you are taking out of the country;
that way, you can bring them back
without paying duty. Most questions
are answered in a free pamphlet avail-
able at New Zealand consulates and
Customs offices: New Zealand Customs
Guide for Travellers, Notice no. 4. For
more information, contact New
Zealand Customs, The Customhouse,
17-21 Whitmore St., Box 2218,
Wellington (@© 04/473-6099 or 0800/
428-786; www.customs.govt.nz).

CURRENCY

Canadians use dollars and cents, but
with a distinct advantage for U.S. vis-
itors—the Canadian dollar has been
fluctuating between 65 and 70¢ in
U.S. money, give or take a couple of
points’ daily variation. In effect, your
American money gets you 30% more
the moment you exchange it for local
currency, and because the nominal

prices of many goods are roughly on
par with those in the United States,
the difference is real, not imaginary.
Sales taxes are higher, though you
should be able to recoup at least part
of them (see “Taxes” under “Fast
Facts: Toronto,” in chapter 3).

Paper currency comes in $5, $10,
$20, $50, and $100 denominations.
(The $1,000 bill is being phased out.)



Coins come in 1-, 5-, 10-, and 25-
cent, and 1- and 2-dollar denomina-
tions. The gold-colored $1 coin is a
“loonie”—it sports a loon on its “tails”
side—and the large gold-and-silver-
colored $2 coin is a “toonie.” If you
find these names somewhat, ah, color-
ful, just remember that there’s no
swifter way to reveal that youre a
tourist than to say “one-dollar coin.”

It’s a good idea to exchange at least
some money—ijust enough to cover
airport incidentals and transportation
to your hotel—before you leave home,
so you can avoid the less-favorable
rates you'll get at airport currency
exchange desks. Check with your local
American Express or Thomas Cook
office or your bank. American Express
cardholders can order foreign currency
over the phone at @ 800/807-6233.

It’s best to exchange currency or
traveler’s checks at a bank, not a cur-
rency exchange, hotel, or shop.

ATMS

The easiest and best way to get cash
away from home is from an ATM
(automated teller machine). The
Cirrus (@® 800/424-7787; www.
mastercard.com) and PLUS (@ 800/
843-7587; www.visa.com) networks
span the globe; look at the back of
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your bank card to see which network
you're on, then call or check online for
ATM locations at your destination. Be
sure you know your personal identifi-
cation number (PIN) before you leave
home and be sure to find out your
daily withdrawal limit before you
depart. Also keep in mind that many
banks impose a fee every time a card is
used at a different bank’s ATM, and
that fee can be higher for international
transactions (up to $5 or more) than
for domestic ones. On top of this, the
bank from which you withdraw cash
may charge its own fee.

TRAVELER'S CHECKS

Traveler’s checks are something of an
anachronism from the days before the
ATM made cash accessible at any
time. However, keep in mind that you
will likely be charged an ATM with-
drawal fee if the bank is not your own,
so if you're withdrawing money every
day, you might be better off with trav-
eler’s checks—provided that you don’t
mind showing identification every
time you want to cash one.

You can get traveler’s checks at
almost any bank. American Express
offers denominations of $20, $50,
$100, $500, and (for cardholders
only) $1,000. You'll pay a service

The Canadian Dollar, the U.S. Dollar & the British Pound

The prices quoted in this guide are in Canadian dollars, with the U.S. equiv-
alent in parentheses. The exchange rate we've used is $1.40 Canadian to $1
American. The conversion rate for the British pound is $2.20 Canadian.

Here’s a quick table of equivalents:

c$ USs. $ British £
1.00 .70 45
5.00 3.50 2.25
10.00 7.00 4.50
20.00 14.00 9.00
50.00 35.00 22.50
80.00 56.00 36.00
100.00 70.00 45.00
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ﬁ';as Spending American Cash

If you spend American money at Canadian establishments, you should
understand how the conversion is calculated. Many times, especially in
downtown Toronto, you'll see a sign at the cash register that reads U.S.
CURRENCY 50%. This 50% is the “premium,” which means that for every
U.S. greenback you hand over, the cashier will consider it $1.50 Canadian.
For example, for a $15 tab you need pay only $10 in U.S. currency.

charge ranging from 1% to 4%. You
can also get American Express trav-
eler’s checks over the phone by calling
© 800/221-7282; Amex gold and
platinum cardholders who use this
number are exempt from the 1% fee.

Visa offers traveler's checks at
Citibank locations nationwide, as well
as at several other banks. The service
charge ranges between 1.5% and 2%;
checks come in denominations of $20,
$50, $100, $500, and $1,000. Call
©® 800/732-1322 for information.
AAA members can obtain Visa checks
without a fee at most AAA offices or by
calling @ 866/339-3378. MasterCard
also offers traveler’s checks. Call @ 800/
223-9920 for a location near you.

Foreign currency traveler’s checks
are useful because theyre accepted at
locations such as bed-and-breakfasts
where dollar checks may not be, and
they minimize the amount of math you
have to do at your destination. Ameri-
can Express, Visa, and MasterCard all
offer checks in Canadian dollars.

If you choose to carry travelers
checks, be sure to keep a record of
their serial numbers separate from
your checks in the event that they are
stolen or lost. You'll get a refund faster
if you know the numbers.

CREDIT CARDS

Credit cards are a safe way to carry
money, they provide a convenient
record of all your expenses, and they
generally offer good exchange rates.
You can also withdraw cash advances
(often with an astronomical interest
rate) from your credit cards at banks or

ATMs, provided you know your PIN.
If youve forgotten yours, or didnt
even know you had one, call the num-
ber on the back of your credit card
and ask the bank to mail it to you—it
usually takes 5 to 7 business days. Your
credit-card company will likely charge
a commission (1% or 2%) on every
foreign purchase you make, but don
sweat this small stuff; for most pur-
chases, you'll still get the best deal with
credit cards when you factor in things
like ATM fees and higher travelers
check exchange rates.

Some credit card companies recom-
mend that you notify them of any
impending trip abroad so that they
dont become suspicious when the
card is used numerous times in a for-
eign destination and your charges are
blocked. Even if you don’t call your
credit-card company in advance, you
can always the card’s toll-free emer-
gency number if a charge is refused—
a good reason to carry the phone
number with you. But perhaps the
most important lesson here is to carry
more than one card with you on your
trip; a card might not work for any
number of reasons, so having a backup
is the smart way to go.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR WALLET
IS LOST OR STOLEN

Be sure to block charges against your
account the minute you discover a
credit card has been lost or stolen;
almost every credit-card company has
an emergency toll-free number to call.
They may be able to wire you a cash



advance off your credit card immedi-
ately, and in many places, they can
deliver an emergency credit card in a
day or two. The issuing bank’s toll-free
number is usually on the back of your
credit card—though of course, if your
card is gone, that won't help you unless
you recorded the number elsewhere.

Citicorp Visa’s U.S. emergency
number is @ 800/336-8472. Ameri-
can Express cardholders and traveler’s
check holders should call @ 800/221-
7282. MasterCard holders should call
® 800/307-7309. Otherwise, call the
toll-free number directory at @ 800/
555-1212.

After you've contacted your credit-
card company, be sure to file a police
report. Odds are that if your wallet is
gone, the police wont be able to
recover it for you. However, it’s still

What Things Cost in Toronto

Taxi from the airport to downtown

Subway/bus from the airport to downtown

Local telephone call

Double at the Park Hyatt (very expensive)
Double at the Delta Chelsea (moderate)
Double at Victoria University (inexpensive)

Two-course lunch for one at Stork
on the Roof (moderate)*

Two-course lunch for one at Kalendar (inexpensive)*

Three-course dinner for one at
North 44 (very expensive)*

Three-course dinner for one at Goldfish (moderate)*

Three-course dinner for one at
the Rivoli (inexpensive)*

Pint of beer

Coca-Cola

Cup of coffee

Roll of ASA 1100 Kodacolor film, 36 exposures
Admission to the Royal Ontario Museum
Movie ticket at a Silver City multiplex

Ticket for the Royal Alexandra Theatre

* Includes tax and tip, but not wine.
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worth informing the authorities. Your
credit-card company or insurer may
require a police report number or
record of the theft.

If you need emergency cash over the
weekend when all banks and American
Express offices are closed, you can have
money wired to you via Western
Union (@ 800/325-6000; www.
westernunion.com).

Identity theft or fraud are potential
complications of losing your wallet,
especially if you've lost your drivers
license along with your cash and credit
cards. Notify the major credit-reporting
bureaus immediately; placing a fraud
alert on your records may protect you
against liability for criminal activity.
The three major U.S. credit-reporting
agencies are Equifax (© 800/766-
0008; www.cquifax.com), Experian

us$
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(® 888/397-3742; www.experian.
com), and TransUnion (@ 800/680-
7289; www.transunion.com). For more
information about identity theft and
how to protect yourself, check the Fed-
eral Trade Commission’s website at
www.ftc.gov or www.consumer.gov/

idtheft.

PLANNING YOUR TRIP TO TORONTO

Finally, if youve lost all forms
of photo ID, call your airline and
explain the situation; they might allow
you to board the plane if you have a
copy of your passport or birth certifi-
cate and a copy of the police report
you've filed.

4 When to Go

THE CLIMATE

Paris may be most delightful in spring-
time, but Toronto is truly sublime in
the fall. Its my favorite time of year for
a number of reasons: The climate is
brisk but temperate, the skies are
sunny, the countless city parks are a riot
of color, and the cultural scene is in full
swing. Another great time to see the
city—if you don’t mind some snow—is
December, with nonstop holiday festiv-
ities. I can also make good arguments
for visiting in spring or summer, but I
do feel it’s my duty to warn you away in
January: The temperature can be
unbearably cold, and there’s less to do.

Toronto’s Average Temperatures °F (°C)
Jan Feb Mar Apr

May  June

Never mind what the calendar says;
these are Toronto’s true seasons: Spring
runs from late March to mid-May
(though occasionally there’s snow in
mid-Apr); summer, mid-May to mid-
September; fall, mid-September to
mid-November; winter, mid-Novem-
ber to late March. The highest recorded
temperature is 105°F (41°C); the low-
est, —27°F (-33°C). The average date of
first frost is October 29; the average
date of last frost is April 20. The wind
blasts from Lake Ontario can be fierce,
even in June. Bring a light jacket or
cardigan.

July Aug  Sept Oct Nov Dec

High 30 (1) 31(1) 39 (4) 53 (12) 64 (18) 75 (24) 80 (27) 79 (26) 71 (22) 59 (15) 46 (8) 34 (1)

18(8) 19(7) 27(3) 38(3)

Low

48 (9) 57 (14) 62 (17) 61 (16) 54(12) 45(7) 35(2) 23 (9)

HOLIDAYS

Toronto celebrates the following holi-
days: New Year’s Day (Jan 1), Good
Friday and Easter Monday (Mar or
Apr), Victoria Day (Mon following
the third weekend in May), Canada
Day (July 1), Civic Holiday (first Mon
in Aug), Labour Day (first Mon in
Sept), Thanksgiving (second Mon in
Oct), Remembrance Day (Nov 11),
Christmas Day (Dec 25), and Boxing
Day (Dec 26).

On Good Friday and Easter Mon-
day, schools and government offices
close; most corporations close on one
or the other, and a few close on both.
Only banks and government offices
close on Remembrance Day (Nov 11).

TORONTO CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

January, February, March, and April are dom-
inated by trade shows, such as the Interna-
tional Boat and Automobile shows, Metro
Home Show, Outdoor Adventure Sport Show,
and more. For information, call Tourism
Toronto (@ 800/363-1990 or 416/203-
2600; www.torontotourism.com).

January
Chinese New Year Celebrations,
downtown. 2004 is the year of the
monkey. Festivities include tradi-
tional and contemporary perform-
ances of Chinese opera, dancing,
music, and more. For Har-
bourfront celebration information,
call @ 416/973-3000 or visit www.
harbourfront.on.ca; for SkyDome,
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ﬁEJS Don't Forget the Sunscreen

Because of Canada’s image of a land of harsh winters, many travelers
don't realize that summer can be scorching. “The UV index goes quite
high, between 7 and 10, in Toronto,” says Dr. Patricia Agin of the Cop-
pertone Solar Research Center in Memphis. “It's the same as in New York,
Boston, Chicago, or Detroit.” A UV index reading of 7 can mean sunburn,
so don't forget to pack your sunscreen and a hat, especially if you're plan-
ning to enjoy Toronto’s many parks and outdoor attractions.

call @ 877/666-3838 or check
www.skydome.com. The new year
starts on January 22.

February
Winterfest, Nathan  Phillips
Square, Yonge and Eglinton, and
Mel Lastman Square. This 3-day
celebration spreads over three
neighborhoods. It features ice-skat-
ing shows, snow play, midway rides,
performances, ice sculpting, arts-
and-crafts shows, and more. For
information, call @ 416/338-0338
or visit www.city.toronto.on.ca.

Usually around Valentine’s Day.

Toronto Festival of Storytelling,
Harbourfront. Now in its 26th year,
this event celebrates international
folklore, with 60 storytellers impart-
ing legends and fables from around
the world. For information, call
© 416/973-3000 or check www.
harbourfront.on.ca. Last weekend
of February.

March

Canada Blooms, Metro Toronto
Convention Centre. At this time of
yeat, any glimpse of greenery is wel-
come. There are 2.5 hectares
(6 acres) of indoor garden and
flower displays, seminars with
green-thumb experts, and competi-
tions. For information, call @ 416/
593-0223 or visit www.canada
blooms.com. Usually the second
week of March.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, down-

town. Toronto’s own version of the

classic Irish celebration. For infor-
mation, call @ 416/487-1566.
March 17.
April

Blue Jays Season Opener, Sky-
Dome. Turn out to root for your
home-away-from-home team. For
information, call @ 416/341-1000
or visit www.bluejays.ca; for tickets,
which usually aren’t too hard to get,
call @ 888/654-6529. Mid-April.

The Shaw Festival, Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Ontario. This festival presents
the plays of George Bernard Shaw
and his contemporaries. Call
© 416/690-7301 or 905/468-2172
or visit www.shawfest.com. Mid-

April through October.

Sante—The Bloor-Yorkville Wine
Festival, Yorkville. This 4-day
gourmet event brings together
award-winning Ontario vintages,
food by top-rated chefs, and live
jazz. For information, call @ 416/
504-3977. Last weekend in April.

May

Milk International Children’s
Festival, Harbourfront. This is a
9-day celebration of the arts for
kids—from theater and music to
dance, comedy, and storytelling.
For information, call @ 416/973-
3000 or visit www.harbourfront.
on.ca. Usually starts on Mother’s
Day (second Sun in May).

The Stratford Festival, Stratford,
Ontario. Featuring a wide range of
contemporary and classic plays, this
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festival always includes several
works by Shakespeare. Call @ 800/
567-1600 or 416/364-8355 or
check www.stratford-festival.on.ca.
Early May through October.

June

Harbourfront Reading Series,
Harbourfront. Now in its 30th year,
this festival celebrates the best of
Canadian literature. Top writers
such as Timothy Findley, Anne
Michaels, and Barbara Gowdy read
from their latest works. For informa-
tion, call Harbourfront at @ 416/
973-3000; for tickets, call @ 416/
973-4000 or go to www.harbour
front.on.ca. Readings go on through
most of June.

North by Northeast Festival, city-
wide. Known in the music biz as
NXNE, the 3-day event features
rock and indie bands at 28 venues.
For information, call @ 416/469-
0986 or visit www.nxne.com. June
10 through 12, 2004.

Toronto International Festival
Caravan, citywide. This popular
9-day event is North America’s
largest international festival. It fea-
tures more than 40 themed pavil-
ions, craft demonstrations, authentic
cuisine, and traditional dance per-
formances by 100 cultural groups.
For information, call @ 416/977-
0466. Usually the third and fourth

weekends of June.

Symphony of Fire, Ontario Place.
This international fireworks com-
petition is set to music and draws
2 million people to the waterfront.
Six shows take place, on several
Saturdays and Wednesdays. For
information, call @ 416/442-
3667; for tickets for waterfront
seating, call @ 416/870-8000.
Mid-June through July.

Taste of Little Italy, College Street
between Euclid and Shaw streets.
Restaurants, craftspeople, musicians,

PLANNING YOUR TRIP TO TORONTO

and other performers put on displays
during this 2-day festival for the
whole family. For information, call

© 416/531-9991. Mid-June.

International Dragon Boat Festi-
val, Centre Island. More than 160
teams of dragon-boaters compete in
the 2-day event, which commemo-
rates the death of the Chinese
philosopher and poet Qu Yuan. For
information, call @ 416/598-8945
or visit www.dragonboat.com. Third
weekend in June.

Gay & Lesbian Pride Celebration,
citywide. A week of events, per-
formances, symposiums, and parties
culminates in an extravagant Sun-
day parade. For information, call
©® 416/92-PRIDE or 416/927-
7433, or visit www.pridetoronto.
com. Late June.

Downtown Jazz Festival, citywide.
Sponsored by tobacco giant du
Maurier until 2003, when federal
legislation prohibited the company
from further involvement, the
future of this Toronto tradition is
uncertain at press time. Hopefully
another sponsor will step in to sup-
port this 10-day festival that show-
cases international artists playing
every jazz style—blues, gospel,
Latin, African, traditional—at 60
venues. For information, check out
www.tojazz.com. Late June.

July

Canada Day Celebrations, city-
wide. July 1, 2004, marks the
nation’s 137th birthday. Street par-
ties, fireworks, and other special
events celebrate the day. For infor-
mation, contact Tourism Toronto
(@ 800/363-1990 or 416/203-
2600; www.torontotourism.com).
Weekend of July 1.

The Fringe—Toronto’s Theatre
Festival, citywide. More than 90
troupes participate in this 10-day
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festival of contemporary and exper-
imental theater. Shows last no more
than an hour. For information, call
©® 416/534-5919 or visit www.
fringetoronto.com. First week of
July.

Great Canadian Blues Festival,
Harbourfront Centre. Toronto
shows that it’s got soul in this 3-day
festival of Canada’s best blues musi-
cians. In case the rhythm isn’t
enough to catch you, the Blues Fes-
tival coincides with a lip-smacking
BBQ fest, also at Harbourfront. For
information, call Harbourfront at
© 416/973-3000; for tickets, call
©® 416/973-4000 or visit www.
harbourfront.on.ca. Second week-
end in July.

Molson Indy, the Exhibition Place
Street circuit. One of Canada’s
major races on the IndyCar circuit.
Away from the track, you'll find live
music and beer gardens. For infor-
mation, call @ 416/922-7477 or
visit www.molsonindy.com. Third
weekend in July.

Caribana, citywide. Toronto’s ver-
sion of Carnaval transforms the city.
Ifs complete with traditional foods
from the Caribbean and Latin
America, ferry cruises, picnics, chil-
dren’s events, concerts, and arts-
and-crafts exhibits. Call @ 416/
465-4884 for more information or
check www.caribana.com. Late July
through early August.

August

Festival of Beer, Fort York. More
than 70 major Ontario breweries
and microbreweries turn out for
this celebration of suds. There’s also
a wide selection of food from local
restaurants and live music of the
blues, swing, and jazz persuasions.
For information, call @ 416/698-
7206. First weekend in August.

Canadian National Exhibition,
Exhibition Place. One of the world’s

largest exhibitions, this 18-day
extravaganza features midway rides,
display buildings, free shows, and
grandstand performers. The 3-day
Canadian International Air Show
(first staged in 1878) is a bonus. Call
® 416/393-6000 for information
or visit www.theex.com. Mid-
August through Labour Day.

Tennis Masters Canada/Rogers
AT&T Cup, National Tennis Cen-
tre at York University. These two
international tennis championships
(the former is for men, the latter for
women) are important stops on the
pro tennis tour. They attract players
such as Sampras, Agassi, Seles, and
the Williams sisters. In 2004, the
men play in Toronto and the
women in Montréal. In 2005,
they’ll alternate. For information,
call @ 416/665-9777 or visit www.
tenniscanada.com. Mid- to late
August.

September

Toronto International Film Festi-
val, citywide. The stars come out for
the second-largest film festival in the
world. More than 250 films from 70
countries are shown over 10 days.
For information, call @ 416/968-
FILM or log on to www.e.bell.ca/
filmfest. Early September.

PGA Tour Canadian Open, Glen
Abbey Golf Club, Oakville.
Canada’s national golf tournament
(® 905/844-1800) has featured
the likes of Greg Norman and Tiger
Woods in recent years. It’s almost
always held at Glen Abbey, though
Montréal played host in 1997. First
or second weekend of September.

Word on the Street, Queen Street
West between Simcoe Street and
Spadina Avenue. This street fair cel-
ebrates the written word with read-
ings, discounted books and
magazines, and childrens events.
Other major Canadian cities hold
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similar events on the same week-
end. For information, call @ 416/
504-7241. Last weekend in Sep-
tember.

Muskoka Autumn Studio Tour,
Muskoka region, Ontario. This year
marks the 26th anniversary of this
2-day arts festival, which invites
travelers to visit the studios of local
artists and craftspeople. For infor-
mation, check out www.muskoka.
com/tour. Late September.

October

Oktoberfest, Kitchener—Waterloo,
about 1 hour from Toronto. This
famed 9-day drinkfest features cul-
tural events plus a pageant and
parade. For information, call @ 519/
570-4267 or visit www.oktoberfest.
ca. Mid-October.

International Festival of Authors,
Harbourfront. This renowned
11-day literary festival is the most
prestigious in Canada. It draws
more than 100 authors from 25
countries to perform readings and
on-stage interviews. Among the

ﬁ/l})ments Jump Up!
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literary luminaries who have
appeared are Salman Rushdie, Mar-
garet Drabble, Thomas Kenneally,
Joyce Carol Oates, A. S. Byatt, and
Margaret Atwood. For information,
call Harbourfront at @ 416/973-
3000; for tickets, call @ 416/973-
4000 or visit www.harbourfront.
on.ca. Third weekend of October.

Toronto Maple Leafs Opening
Night, Air Canada Centre. Toron-
tonians love their hockey team, so
securing a ticket will be a challenge.
For information, call @ 416/216-
1700; for tickets, call @ 416/872-
5000 or visit www.torontomaple
leafs.com. Mid-October.

The Old Clothing Show & Sale,
Exhibition Place. Everything from
Jazz Age flapper frocks to Austin Pow-
ers—like *60s suits, all under one roof.
For information, call @ 416/410-
1310. Third weekend of October.

November

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair
and Royal Horse Show, Exhibition
Place. The 12-day show is the

One of the undisputed highlights of summer in Toronto is the annual
Caribana festival. Created in 1967 as a community heritage celebration
to tie in with Canada’s centennial, Caribana has become North Amer-
ica’s largest street festival, drawing more than a million visitors from
North America, Britain, and the Caribbean each year. Originally based
on Trinidad’s Carnival, the festival now draws on numerous cultures—
Jamaican, Guyanese, Brazilian, and Bahamian, to name a few—for its
music, food, and events.

During the 2 weeks that it runs, you will see the influence of Carib-
ana around the city. It starts with a bang (literally, as there are steel
drums involved) at Nathan Phillips Square in front of Toronto City Hall,
with a free concert that features calypso, salsa, and soca music. In the
days that follow, there are boat cruises, dances, and concerts; the King
and Queen Extravaganza, which showcases some of the most amazing
costumes you could hope to see; and an arts festival. The highlight is
the Caribana Parade, which brings together masquerade and steel-
drum bands, dancers, and floats for a memorable feast for all the
senses. This is one party you just can't miss.



largest indoor agricultural and
equestrian competition in the
world. Displays include vegetables
and fruits, crafts, farm machinery,
livestock, and more. A member
of the British royal family tradition-
ally attends the horse show. Call
©® 416/393-6400 or check www.
royalfair.org for information. Mid-
November.

Santa Claus Parade, downtown. A
favorite with kids since 1905, it fea-
tures marching bands, floats, clowns,
and jolly St. Nick. American visitors
are usually surprised that the parade’s
in November, but it’s better than
watching Santa try to slide through
slush. For information, call @ 416/
249-7833 or visit www.city.toronto.
on.ca. Third Sunday of November.

One-of-a-Kind Craft Show & Sale,
Exhibition Place. More than 400
craft artists from across Canada dis-
play their unique wares at this 11-day
show. For information, call @ 416/
960-3680 or visit www.oneofakind
show.com. Last weekend in Novem-
ber through early December.

Cavalcade of Lights, Nathan
Phillips Square. During this holiday
celebration, lights decorate trees in
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and around Nathan Phillips Square,
parties and performances take over
the skating rink, and ice sculptures
decorate the square. Visit www.city.
toronto.on.ca for more informa-
tion. Late November through
December 31.

Canadian Aboriginal Festival,
SkyDome. More than 1,500 Native
American dancers, drummers, and
singers attend this weekend celebra-
tion. There are literary readings, an
arts-and-crafts market, and tradi-
tional foods. Call @ 519/751-0040
or visit www.canab.com. Last week-
end in November.

December

First Night Toronto and New
Year’s Eve at City Hall. First Night
is an alcohol-free family New Year’s
Eve celebration. A button
(C$8/US$5.60) admits you to a
variety of musical, theatrical, and
dance performances at downtown
venues. In Nathan Phillips Square
and in Mel Lastman Square in
North York, concerts begin at
around 10pm to usher in the
countdown to the new year. Visit
www.city.toronto.on.ca for more
information. December 31.

5 Travel Insurance

Check your existing insurance policies
and credit-card coverage before you
buy travel insurance. You may already
be covered for lost luggage, cancelled
tickets or medical expenses. The cost
of travel insurance varies widely,
depending on the cost and length of
your trip, your age, health, and the
type of trip you're taking.

TRIP-CANCELLATION INSUR-
ANCE Trip-cancellation insurance
helps you get your money back if you
have to back out of a trip, if you have
to go home early, or if your travel sup-
plier goes bankrupt. Allowed reasons
for cancellation can range from sickness

to natural disasters to the State Depart-
ment declaring your destination unsafe
for travel. (Insurers usually won't cover
vague fears, though, as many travelers
discovered who tried to cancel their
trips in October 2001 because they
were wary of flying.) In this unstable
world, trip-cancellation insurance is a
good buy if you're getting tickets well
in advance—who knows what the state
of the world, or of your airline, will
be in 9 months? Insurance policy
details vary, so read the fine print—and
especially make sure that your airline
or cruise line is on the list of carriers
covered in case of bankruptcy. For
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information, contact one of the follow-
ing insurers: Access America (@ 866/
807-3982; www.accessamerica.com);
Travel Guard International (@ 800/
826-4919;  www.travelguard.com);
Travel Insured International (@ 800/
243-3174; www.travelinsured.com);
and Travelex Insurance Services
(@® 888/457-4602; www.travelex-
insurance.com).

MEDICAL INSURANCE Most
health insurance policies cover you if
you get sick away from home—but
check, particularly if you're insured by
an HMO. With the exception of cer-
tain HMOs and Medicare/Medicaid,
your medical insurance should cover
medical treatment—even hospital
care—abroad. However, most out-of-
country hospitals make you pay your
bills up front, and send you a refund
after you've returned home and filed
the necessary paperwork. And in a
worst-case scenario, there’s the high
cost of emergency evacuation. If you
require additional medical insurance,
try MEDEX International (@ 800/
527-0218 or 410/453-6300; www.
medexassist.com) or Travel Assistance
International (@ 800/821-2828;
www.travelassistance.com; for general

While Toronto has excellent doctors
and some fine hospitals, it’s common
sense to prepare for the trip as you
would for any other. Although the
World Health Organization declared
that SARS had been contained in
summer 2003, it’s still advisable to
avoid Toronto hospitals except in cases
of emergency (the only cases of SARS
transmission in Toronto were in hos-
pitals and other health-care centers).

BEFORE YOU GO

If you worry about getting sick away
from home, consider purchasing med-
ical travel insurance and carry your
ID card in your purse or wallet. In
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information on services, call the com-
pany’s Worldwide Assistance Services,
Inc., at @ 800/777-8710).

LOST-LUGGAGE INSURANCE
On international flights (including
U.S. portions of international trips),
baggage is limited to approximately
$9.07 per pound, up to approximately
$635 per checked bag. If you plan to
check items more valuable than the
standard liability, see if your valuables
are covered by your homeowner’s pol-
icy, get baggage insurance as part of
your comprehensive travel-insurance
package or buy Travel Guards “Bag-
Trak” product. Dont buy insurance at
the airport, as it’s usually overpriced. Be
sure to take any valuables or irreplace-
able items with you in your carry-on
luggage, as many valuables (including
books, money and electronics) arent
covered by airline policies.

If your luggage is lost, immediately
file a lost-luggage claim at the airport,
detailing the luggage contents. For
most airlines, you must report
delayed, damaged, or lost baggage
within 4 hours of arrival. The airlines
are required to deliver luggage, once
found, directly to your house or desti-
nation free of charge.

most cases, your existing health plan
will provide the coverage you need.
See the section on travel insurance
above for more information.

If you suffer from a chronic illness,
consult your doctor before your depar-
ture. For conditions like epilepsy,
diabetes, or heart problems, wear a
Medic Alert Identification Tag
(@® 800/825-3785; www.medicalert.
org), which will immediately alert
doctors to your condition and give
them access to your records through
Medic Alerts 24-hour hot line.

Pack prescription medications in
your carry-on luggage, and carry pre-
scription medications in their original
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The SARS Story

SARS hit Toronto hard in 2003, though not in the way most people
think. The tourism industry was devastated by the World Health Orga-
nization warning against travel to the city, and by the many confer-
ences and performances that were cancelled in its wake. While
Toronto was undoubtedly the hardest-hit city outside of Asia, the SARS
outbreak was limited to health-care facilities. Not a single person
picked it up at a restaurant, at the theater, on the subway, or in any
other spot a visitor might frequent. Furthermore, at the time of this
writing, Toronto’s number of SARS cases was under review, as it was
discovered that several people with pneumonia had been grouped in
with the SARS stats.

This is a drawn-out way of saying that the SARS story in Toronto was
blown completely out of proportion. It's one of the safest cities you
could visit in North America. And while the famous folks who can-
celled their trips got the media attention, many stars came to Toronto
despite the SARS hysteria. These levelheaded luminaries include Colin
Farrell, Sophia Loren, Gene Hackman, Ray Romano, and Amy Tan. A
special mention should go to Toronto’s own Mike Myers, who turned
serious on a Tonight Show appearance last May to encourage Ameri-

cans to visit his hometown.

containers, with pharmacy labels—
otherwise they won't make it through
airport security. Also bring along
copies of your prescriptions in case
you lose your pills or run out. Dont
forget an extra pair of contact lenses or
prescription glasses. Carry the generic
name of prescription medicines, in
case a local pharmacist is unfamiliar
with the brand name.

Contact the International Associa-
tion for Medical Assistance to Travel-
ers (IAMAT) (@ 716/754-4883 or, in

Canada, 416/652-0137; www.lamat.
org) for tips on travel and health con-
cerns and lists of local doctors. If you
get sick, consider asking your hotel
concierge to recommend a local doc-
tor—even his or her own. You can also
try the emergency room at a local hos-
pital; many have walk-in clinics for
emergency cases that are not life-threat-
ening. You may not get immediate
attention, but you wont pay the high
price of an emergency room visit.

7 Specialized Travel Resources

FOR TRAVELERS WITH
DISABILITIES

Toronto is a very accessible city. Curb
cuts are well made and common
throughout the downtown area; spe-
cial parking privileges are extended to
people with disabilities who have spe-
cial plates or a pass that allows parking
in “No Parking” zones. The subway

and trolleys are not accessible, but the
city operates Wheel-Trans, a special
service for those with disabilities. Vis-
itors can register for this service. For
information, call @ 416/393-4111 or
visit www.city.toronto.on.ca/ttc.

The Community Information
Centre of Metropolitan Toronto, 425
Adelaide St. W., at Spadina Avenue,



26 CHAPTER 2 -

Toronto, ON M5V 3C1 (@ 416/392-
0505), may be able to provide limited
information and assistance about
social-service organizations in the city.
It does not have specific accessibility
information on tourism or hotels. It’s
available weekdays from 8am to 10pm,
and weekends from 10am to 10pm.
Other organizations that offer assis-
tance to disabled travelers include
MossRehab (www.mossresourcenet.
org), which provides a library of acces-
sible-travel resources online; the Soci-
ety for Accessible Travel and
Hospitality (©) 212/447-7284; www.
sath.org; annual membership fees $45
adults, $30 seniors and students),
which offers a wealth of travel resources
for all types of disabilities and informed
recommendations on destinations,
access guides, travel agents, tour opera-
tors, vehicle rentals, and companion
services; and the American Founda-
tion for the Blind (@) 800/232-5463;
www.afb.org), which provides informa-
tion on traveling with Seeing Eye dogs.

FOR SENIORS

Mention the fact that you're a senior
citizen when you make your travel
reservations. Some hotels and many
city attractions grant senior discounts;
bring a form of photo ID.

Members of AARP, 601 E St. NW,
Washington, DC 20049 (@ 800/
424-3410 or 202/434-2277; www.
aarp.org), get discounts on hotels, air-
fares, and car rentals. AARP offers
members a wide range of benefits,
including AARP The Magazine and a
monthly newsletter. Anyone over 50
can join.

Also look into the fun courses
offered in the Toronto region at
incredibly low prices by Elderhostel
(@ 877/426-8056; www.elderhostel.
org). Elderhostel arranges study pro-
grams for those 55 and over (and a
spouse or companion of any age);
many courses include airfare, accom-
modations in university dormitories
or modest inns, meals, and tuition.
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Another great resource is Wired
Seniors  (www.wiredseniors.com).
Travelers aged 50 and over will appre-
ciate this site, which lists accommoda-
tions and tours geared toward mature
visitors (click on “Senior Friendly
Web Sites” and enter “Toronto” in the
search box). The discounts section (in
“Seniors Discount Mall”) lists special
savings and deals.

FOR FAMILIES

The family vacation is a rite of passage
for many houscholds, one that in a
split second can devolve into a
National Lampoon farce. But in
Toronto, a city that boasts a plethora
of family-friendly sites, such as the
Ontario Science Centre, the Children’s
Own Museum, and the Toronto Zoo,
you'll find that a family trip really can
offer something for everyone.

For more suggestions on family and
kid-oriented entertainment in Toronto,
see “Frommer’s Favorite Toronto Expe-
riences” in chapter 1 and “Especially
for Kids” in chapter 6, or pick up a
copy of Toronto Life, a local magazine
that has an excellent kid’s section and
events listing.

Other helpful features in this guide
include “Family-Friendly Hotels”
(p. 66) and “Family-Friendly Restau-
rants” (p. 93). The “Shopping” chapter
includes great suggestions for children’s
clothes and toys, and Indigo Books
Music & More (p. 179) often offers
events for kids. For even more tips,
pick up a copy of Frommer’s Toronto
with Kids.

Familyhostel (@ 800/733-9753;
www.learn.unh.edu/familyhostel)
takes the whole family, including kids
ages 8 to 15, on moderately priced
domestic and international learning
vacations. Lectures, field trips, and
sightseeing are guided by a team of
academics.

You can find good general vacation
advice on the Internet from sites like
the Family Travel Network (www.
familytravelnetwork.com); Traveling
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Internationally with Your Kids
(www.travelwithyourkids.com), a com-
prehensive site offering sound advice
for long-distance and international
travel with children; and Family Travel
Files (www.thefamilytravelfiles.com),
which offers an online magazine and a
directory of off-the-beaten-path tours
and tour operators for families.

FOR STUDENTS

The key to securing discounts and
other special benefits is to arm your-
self with an International Student
Identity Card (ISIC), which offers
substantial savings on rail passes, plane
tickets, and entrance fees. It also pro-
vides you with basic health and life
insurance and a 24-hour help line.
The card is available for $22 from
STA Travel (© 800/781-4040, and if
youre not in North America there’s
probably a local number in your coun-
try; www.statravel.com), the biggest
student travel agency in the world. If
you're no longer a student but are still
under 26, you can get a International
Youth Travel Card (IYTC) for the

same price from the same people,
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which entitles you to some discounts.
(Note: In 2002, STA Travel bought
competitors Council Travel and
USIT Campus after they went bank-
rupt. Its still operating some offices
under the Council name, but
its owned by STA.) Travel CUTS
(@ 800/667-2887 or 416/614-2887;
www.travelcuts.com) offers similar
services for U.S. residents. Irish stu-
dents should turn to USIT (@ 01/
602-1600; www.usitnow.ie).

If youd like to meet other students,
you've come to the right place. Toronto
has several major colleges in addition to
the sprawling University of Toronto.
The largest university in Canada, with
more than 50,000 students (41,000
full-time), the University of Toronto
offers many year-round activities and
events that any visitor can attend—Ilec-
tures, seminars, concerts, and more.
U of T Day is usually celebrated in the
middle of October. The university
holds an open house for the commu-
nity and celebrates with a children’s fair
and the annual homecoming football
game and parade. Call @ 416/978-

8342 for more information, call

Wedded Bliss for Gay & Leshian Couples

Because same-sex marriage became legal in Ontario in 2003, Toronto is
a popular spot for gay and lesbian couples to marry (in fact, the Gay
Pride celebrations in June 2003 included many newlywed couples). If you
want to get married in Toronto, it's pretty simple: Go with your partner
to the Registrar General’s office at 900 Bay St. (at Wellesley), bring ID
(including your passport and birth certificate), pay a small fee, and the
marriage license will be yours; there's no residency requirement. See
www.city.toronto.on.ca for details and an application form that you can
download. For help organizing a wedding beyond the confines of City
Hall, check out the wedding planner pages at www.toronto.com.

If you're traveling from the U.S. to tie the knot, you should be aware
that although Canada and the U.S. have a reciprocal treaty that specifi-
cally agrees to recognize marriages that take place in either country, the
treaty predates the recent changes in Ontario that made gay marriage
legal. At this point, it's unknown what the legalities really mean in prac-
tice when a newlywed gay American couple returns home to Texas.
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416/978-5000 for campus tours, or

visit www.utoronto.ca.

FOR WOMEN
Women Welcome Women World
Wide (5W) (@ 203/259-7832; www.
womenwelcomewomen.org.uk) works
to foster international friendships by
enabling women of different countries
to visit one another (men can come
along on the trips; they just can’t join
the club). It’s a big, active organization,
with more than 3,000 members from
all walks of life in some 70 countries.
Safety and Security for Women
Who Travel, by Sheila Swan Laufer
and Peter Laufer (Travelers Tales,
Inc.), offers commonsense advice and
tips on safe travel. Journeywoman
(www.journeywoman.com) is a lively
travel resource, with a “GirlTalk
Guide” to Toronto, and a free e-mail
newsletter.

FOR GAY & LESBIAN
TRAVELERS

Toronto has a large gay population,
estimated at about 250,000. Commu-
nity life is centered north and south of
the intersection of Church and
Wellesley streets.

8 Planning Your Trip Online
SURFING FOR AIRFARES

The “big three” online travel agencies,
Expedia.com, Travelocity.com, and
Orbitz.com sell most of the air tickets
bought on the Internet. (Canadian
travelers should try Expedia.ca and
Travelocity.ca; U.K. residents can go
for Expedia.co.uk and Opodo.co.uk.)
Each has different business deals with
the airlines and may offer different
fares on the same flights, so it’s wise to
shop around. Expedia and Travelocity
will also send you e-mail notification
when a cheap fare becomes available
to your favorite destination. Of the
smaller travel agency websites, Side-
Step (www.sidestep.com) has gotten
the best reviews from Frommer’s
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Gay and lesbian travelers can pick
up a copy of the biweekly Xzra! Its
available free at many bookstores,
including the Glad Day Bookshop,
598A Yonge St., second floor (@ 416/
961-4161; www.gladdaybookshop.
com). It's open Monday to Wednesday
from 10am to 6:30pm, Thursday and
Friday from 10am to 9pm, Saturday
from 10am to 6pm, and Sunday from
noon to 6pm. To receive a copy of Xtra!
ahead of time, write to 491 Church St.,
Suite 200, Toronto, ON M4Y 2C6
(@ 416/925-6665; www.xtra.ca).

For information on upcoming
events, call Tel-Xtra (@® 416/925-
9872). Another resource is Gay
Toronto (www.gaytoronto.com),
which lists gay-friendly restaurants,
bars, nightclubs, guesthouses, travel
agencies, and other businesses and
organizations.

The International Gay & Lesbian
Travel Association (IGLTA) (@ 800/
448-8550 or 954/776-2626; www.
iglta.org) is the trade association for the
gay and lesbian travel industry, and
offers an online directory of gay- and
lesbian-friendly travel businesses; go to
their website and click on “Members.”

authors. Its a browser add-on that
purports to “search 140 sites at once,”
but in reality only beats competitors’
fares as often as other sites do.

Also remember to check airline
websites, especially those for low-fare
carriers, whose fares are often misre-
ported or simply missing from travel
agency websites. Even with major air-
lines, you can often shave a few bucks
from a fare by booking directly
through the airline and avoiding a
travel agency’s transaction fee. But
youll get these discounts only by
booking online: Most airlines now
offer online-only fares that even their
phone agents know nothing about.
For the websites of airlines that fly to
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ﬁa)s Air Canada CyberDeals

One site that's particularly worth checking out is Air Canada (www.air
canada.ca). On Wednesday, it offers deeply discounted flights to Canada for
that weekend. You need to reserve on Wednesday or Thursday to fly on Fri-
day (after 7pm only) or Saturday (all day) and return on Monday or Tuesday
(all day). Once you register with Air Canada’s Web Specials page, you'll
receive an e-mail every Wednesday about available discounts.

and from your destination, go to
“Getting There,” later in this chapter.

Great last-minute deals are avail-
able through free weekly e-mail services
provided directly by the airlines. Most
of these are announced on Tuesday or
Wednesday and must be purchased
online. Most are only valid for travel
that weekend, but some can be booked
weeks or months in advance. Sign
up for weekly e-mail alerts at airline
websites or check mega-sites that com-
pile comprehensive lists of last-minute
specials, such as Smarter Living (www.
smarterliving.com). For last-minute
trips, site59.com in the U.S. and last
minute.com in Europe often have bet-
ter deals than the major-label sites.

If you're willing to give up some con-
trol over your flight details, use an
opaque fare service like Priceline
(www.priceline.com; www.priceline.co.
uk for Europeans) or Hotwire (www.
hotwire.com). Both offer rock-bottom
prices in exchange for travel on a “mys-
tery airline” at a mysterious time of day,
often with a mysterious change of
planes en route. The mystery airlines are
all major, well-known carriers—and the
possibility of being sent from Philadel-
phia to Chicago via Tampa is remote;
the airlines’ routing computers have
gotten a lot better than they used to be.
But your chances of getting a 6am or
11pm flight are pretty high. Hotwire
tells you flight prices before you buy;
Priceline usually has better deals than
Hotwire, but you have to play their
“name our price” game. If youre new

at this, the helpful folks at Bidding

ForTravel (www.biddingfortravel.com)
do a good job of demystifying Price-
line’s prices. Priceline and Hotwire are
great for flights within North America
and between the U.S. and Europe. But
for flights to other parts of the world,
consolidators will almost always beat
their fares.

SURFING FOR HOTELS

Shopping online for hotels is much eas-
ier in the U.S., Canada, and certain
parts of Europe than it is in the rest of
the world. If you try to book a Chinese
hotel online, for instance, you'll proba-
bly overpay. Also, many smaller hotels
and B&Bs—especially outside the
U.S.—don’t show up on websites at all.
Of the “big three” sites, Expedia may
be the best choice, thanks to its long list
of special deals. Travelocity runs a
close second. Hotel specialist sites
hotels.com and hoteldiscounts.com
are also reliable. An excellent free pro-
gram, TravelAxe (www.travelaxe.net),
can help you search multiple hotel sites
at once, even ones you may never have
heard of.

Priceline and Hotwire are even bet-
ter for hotels than for airfares; with
both, youre allowed to pick the neigh-
borhood and quality level of your hotel
before offering up your money. Price-
line’s hotel product even covers Europe
and Asia, though its much better at
getting luxury lodging for moderate
prices than at finding anything at the
bottom of the scale. Note: Hotwire
overrates its hotels by one star.
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SURFING FOR RENTAL CARS

For booking rental cars online, the best
deals are usually found at rental-car
company websites, although all the
major online travel agencies also offer
rental-car reservations services. Priceline
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and Hotwire work well for rental cars,
too; the only “mystery” is which major
rental company you get, and for most
travelers the difference between Hertz,
Avis, and Budget is negligible.

9 The 21st-Century Traveler

INTERNET ACCESS AWAY
FROM HOME

Travelers have any number of ways to
check their e-mail and access the
Internet on the road. Of course, using
your own laptop—or even a PDA or
electronic organizer with a modem—
gives you the most flexibility. But even
if you don’t have a computer, you can
still access your e-mail and even your
office computer from cybercafes.

WITHOUT YOUR OWN
COMPUTER

Its hard nowadays to find a city that
doesn’t have a few cybercafes. Although
there’s no definitive directory for
cybercafes—these are independent
businesses, after all—three places to
start looking are at www.cybercaptive.
com, www.netcafeguide.com, and
www.cybercafe.com. Sce also “Internet

Access” under “Fast Facts: Toronto” in
chapter 3.

Aside from formal cybercafes, most
youth hostels nowadays have at least
one computer you can use to get onto
the Internet. And most public
libraries across the world offer Inter-
net access free or for a small charge.
Avoid hotel business centers, which
often charge exorbitant rates.

Most major airports now have Inter-
net kiosks scattered throughout their
gates. These kiosks, which you'll also see
in shopping malls, hotel lobbies, and
tourist information offices around the
world, give you basic Web access for a
per-minute fee that’s usually higher
than cybercafe prices. The kiosks
clunkiness and high price means they
should be avoided whenever possible.

To retrieve your e-mail, ask your
Internet Service Provider (ISP) if it

Frommers.com: The Complete Travel Resource

For an excellent travel-planning resource, we highly recommend From-
mers.com (www.frommers.com). We're a little biased, of course, but
we guarantee that you'll find the travel tips, reviews, monthly vacation
giveaways, and online-booking capabilities thoroughly indispensable.
Among the special features are our popular Message Boards, where
Frommer's readers post queries and share advice (sometimes even our
authors show up to answer questions); Frommers.com Newsletter, for
the latest travel bargains and insider travel secrets; and Frommer's
Destinations Section, where you'll get expert travel tips, hotel and din-
ing recommendations, and advice on the sights to see for more than
3,000 destinations around the globe. When your research is done, the
Online Reservations System (www.frommers.com/book_a_trip) takes
you to Frommer's preferred online partners for booking your vacation
at affordable prices.
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has a Web-based interface tied to your
existing e-mail account. If your ISP
doesn’t have such an interface, you can
use the free mail2web service
(www.mail2web.com) to view and
reply to your home e-mail. For more
flexibility, you may want to open a
free, Web-based e-mail account with
Yahoo! Mail (http://mail.yahoo.com).
(Microsoft’s Hotmail is another popu-
lar option, but Hotmail has severe
spam problems.) Your home ISP may
be able to forward your e-mail to the
Web-based account automatically.

If you need to access files on your
office computer, look into a service
called GoToMyPC (www.gotomypc.
com). The service provides a Web-
based interface for you to access and
manipulate a distant PC from any-
where—even a cybercafe—provided
your “target” PC is on and has an
always-on connection to the Internet
(such as with Road Runner cable). The
service offers top-quality security, but if
you're worried about hackers, use your
own laptop rather than a cybercafe to
access the GoToMyPC system.

WITH YOUR OWN
COMPUTER

Major Internet Service Providers (ISP)
have local access numbers around the
world, allowing you to go online by
simply placing a local call. Check your
ISP’s website or call its toll-free num-
ber and ask how you can use your cur-
rent account away from home, and
how much it will cost.

If you're traveling outside the reach
of your ISP, the iPass network has dial-
up numbers in most of the world’s
countries. You'll have to sign up with
an iPass provider, who will then tell you
how to set up your computer for your
destination(s). For a list of iPass
providers, go to www.ipass.com and
click on “Reseller Locator.” Under
“Select a Country” pick the country
that youre coming from, and under
“Who is this service for?” pick “Indi-
vidual”. One solid provider is i2roam

(® 866/811-6209 or 920/235-0475;
www.i2roam.com).

Wherever you go, bring a connec-
tion kit of the right power and phone
adapters, a spare phone cord, and a
spare Ethernet network cable. The elec-
trical current is the same as in the
United States—110 volts, 50 cycles AC.

Most business-class hotels through-
out the world offer dataports for lap-
top modems, and a few thousand
hotels in the U.S. and Europe now
offer high-speed Internet access using
an Ethernet network cable. You'll have
to bring your own cables either way, so
call your hotel in advance to find out
what the options are. Many business-
class hotels in the U.S. also offer a
form of computer-free Web browsing
through the room TV set. We've suc-
cessfully checked Yahoo! Mail and
Hotmail on these systems.

If you have an 802.11b/Wi-fi card
for your computer, several commercial
companies have made wireless service
available in airports, hotel lobbies, and
coffee shops, primarily in the U.S.
T-Mobile Hotspot (www.t-mobile.
com/hotspot) serves up wireless con-
nections at more than 1,000 Starbucks
coffee shops nationwide. Boingo
(www.boingo.com) and Wayport
(www.wayport.com) have set up net-
works in airports and high-class hotel
lobbies. IPass providers (see above)
also give you access to a few hundred
wireless hotel lobby setups. Best of all,
you don’t need to be staying at the
Four Seasons to use the hotel’s net-
work; just set yourself up on a nice
couch in the lobby. Unfortunately, the
companies pricing policies are byzan-
tine, with a variety of monthly, per-
connection, and per-minute plans.

Community-minded individuals
have also set up free wireless net-
works in major cities around the
world. These networks are spotty, but
you get what you (don’t) pay for. Each
network has a home page explaining
how to set up your computer for their
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Online Traveler's Toolbox

Veteran travelers usually carry some essential items to make their trips
easier. Following is a selection of online tools to bookmark and use.

e Visa ATM Locator (www.visa.com), for locations of PLUS ATMs
worldwide, or MasterCard ATM Locator (www.mastercard.com), for
locations of Cirrus ATMs worldwide.

e Intellicast (www.intellicast.com) and Weather.com (www.weather.
com). Gives weather forecasts for Toronto and other cities around
the world.

¢ Mapquest (www.mapquest.com). This best of the mapping sites lets
you choose a specific address or destination, and in seconds, it will
return a map and detailed directions.

e Universal Currency Converter (www.xe.com/ucc). See what your dollar
or pound is worth in more than 100 other countries.

e Travel Warnings (http:/travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html, www.
fco.gov.uk/travel, www.voyage.gc.ca, www.dfat.gov.au/consular/

advice). These sites report on places where health concerns or unrest
might threaten American, British, Canadian, and Australian travel-
ers. Generally, U.S. warnings are the most paranoid; Australian

warnings are the most relaxed.

particular system; start your explo-
rations at www.personaltelco.net/
index.cgi/WirelessCommunities.

USING A CELLPHONE

The three letters that define much of
the world’s wireless capabilities are
GSM (Global System for Mobiles), a
big, secamless network that makes for
easy cross-border cellphone use
throughout Europe and dozens of
other countries worldwide. In the U.S.,
T-Mobile, AT&T Wireless, and Cin-
gular use this quasi-universal system; in
Canada, Microcell and some Rogers
customers are GSM, and all Europeans
and most Australians use GSM.

If your cellphone is on a GSM sys-
tem, and you have a world-capable
phone such as many (but not all) Sony
Ericsson, Motorola, or Samsung mod-
els, you can make and receive calls
across civilized areas on much of the
globe, from Andorra to Uganda. Just
call your wireless operator and ask for
“International roaming” to be activated

on your account. Unfortunately,
per-minute charges can be high—usu-
ally $1 to $1.50 in Western Europe and
up to $5 in places like Russia and
Indonesia.

World-phone owners can bring
down their per-minute charges with a
bit of trickery. Call up your cellular
operator and say youll be going
abroad for several months and want to
“unlock” your phone to use it with a
local provider. Usually, they’ll oblige.
Then, in Toronto, pick up a cheap,
prepaid phone chip at a mobile phone
store and slip it into your phone.
(Show your phone to the salesperson,
as not all phones work on all net-
works.) Youll get a local phone num-
ber in Toronto—and much, much
lower calling rates.

Otherwise, renting a phone is a
good idea. While you can rent a phone
from any number of overseas sites,
including kiosks at airports and at car-
rental agencies, we suggest renting the



phone before you leave home. That
way you can give loved ones your new
number, make sure the phone works,
and take the phone wherever you go.
But phone rental isnt cheap: You'll
usually pay $40 to $50 per week, plus
airtime fees of at least a dollar a
minute. Be sure to shop around.

Two good wireless rental companies
are InTouch USA (@ 800/872-7626;
www.intouchglobal.com) and Road-
Post (@ 888/290-1606 or 905/272-
5665; www.roadpost.com). Give them
your itinerary, and theyll tell you
what wireless products you need.
InTouch will also, for free, advise you

10 Getting There
BY PLANE

Wherever you're traveling from, always
shop the airlines and ask for the lowest
fare. You'll have a better chance of land-
ing a deal if youre willing to be flexible
about when you arrive and leave.

You may be able to fly for less than

the standard advance (APEX) fare by
contacting a ticket broker or consol-
idator. These companies, which buy
tickets in bulk and sell them at a dis-
count, advertise in the Sunday travel
sections of major city newspapers. You
may not be able to get the lowest price
they advertise, but you're likely to pay
less than the price quoted by the
major airlines. Tickets purchased
through a consolidator are often non-
refundable. If you change your itiner-
ary after purchase, chances are you'll
pay a stiff penalty.
FROM THE U.S. Canada’s only
national airline, Air Canada (@ 888/
247-2262; www.aircanada.ca), oper-
ates direct flights to Toronto from most
major American cities and many
smaller ones. It also flies from major
cities around the world and operates
connecting flights from other U.S.
cities.

Among U.S. airlines, American
(@ 800/433-7300; www.aa.com) has
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on whether your existing phone will
work overseas; simply call @ 703/
222-7161 or go to http://intouch
global.com/travel.htm.

For trips of more than a few weeks
spent in one country, buying a phone
becomes  economically  attractive,
as many nations have cheap, no-
questions-asked prepaid phone systems.
Stop by a local cellphone shop and get
the cheapest package; you'll probably
pay less than $100 for a phone and a
starter calling card. Local calls may be as
low as 10¢ per minute, and in many
countries incoming calls are free.

daily direct flights from Chicago,
Dallas, Miami, and New York. United
(@ 800/241-6522; www.united.com)
has direct flights from Chicago, San
Francisco, and Washington (Dulles);
is a code-share partner with Air
Canada. US Airways (© 800/428-
4322; www.usairways.com) operates
directly into Toronto from a number
of U.S. cities, notably Baltimore, Indi-
anapolis, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh.
Northwest (@ 800/225-2525; www.
nwa.com) flies direct from Detroit and
Minneapolis. Delta (@ 800/221-
12125 www.delta.com) flies direct
from Atlanta and Cincinnati.

FROM ABROAD  There’s frequent
service (direct and indirect) to
Toronto from around the world.

Several airlines operate from the
United Kingdom. British Airways
(® 0845/773-3377; www.ba.com)
and Air Canada (@ 08705/247-226)
fly direct from London’s Heathrow
airport. Air Canada also flies direct
from Glasgow and Manchester. Virgin
Adantic (© 01293/747-245; www.
virgin-atlantic.com) has direct flights
out of Gatwick airport.

In Australia, Air Canada (@ 02/
9286-8900) has an agreement with
Qantas and flies from Sydney to
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Toronto, stopping in Honolulu. From
New Zealand, Air Canada (@ 09/
379-3371) cooperates with Air New
Zealand, scheduling on average three
flights a week from Auckland to
Toronto, via Honolulu, Fiji, or both.
From Cape Town, South Africa,
Delta (@ 011/482-4582 in South
Africa) operates via New York; Air
Canada (@® 011/875-5800) via
Frankfurt; and South African Air-
ways (@ 021/254-610; www.saa.co.
za) via Miami or New York. Several
airlines fly from Johannesburg,
including British Airways (@ 011/
441-8600) via Heathrow and South
African Airways (© 011/333-6504)

via Miami or New York.

GETTING THROUGH

THE AIRPORT

With the federalization of airport
security, security procedures at U.S.
airports are more stable and consistent
than ever. Generally, you'll be fine if
you arrive at the airport 2 hours
before an international flight; if you
show up late, tell an airline employee
and you'll probably be whisked to the
front of the line.

Bring a current, government-
issued photo ID such as a driver’s
license or passport; you'll need to
show it at the security checkpoint, and
your ID at the ticket counter or the
gate. (Children under 18 do not need
photo IDs for domestic flights, but
the adults checking in with them need
them.)

Security lines are getting shorter, but
some doozies remain. If you have trou-
ble standing for long periods of time,
tell an airline employee; the airline will
provide a wheelchair. Speed up security
by not wearing metal objects such as
big belt buckles or clanky earrings. If
you've got metallic body parts, a note
from your doctor can prevent a long
chat with the security screeners. Keep
in mind that only ticketed passengers
are allowed past security, except for
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folks escorting disabled passengers or
children.

Federalization has stabilized what
you can carry on and what you can’t.
The general rule is that sharp things
are out, nail clippers are okay, and
food and beverages must be passed
through the X-ray machine—but
security screeners cant make you
drink from your coffee cup. Bring
food in your carry-on rather than
checking it, as explosive-detection
machines used on checked luggage
have been known to mistake food
(especially chocolate, for some reason)
for bombs. Travelers in the U.S. are
allowed one carry-on bag, plus a “per-
sonal item” such as a purse, briefcase,
or laptop bag. Carry-on hoarders can
stuff all sorts of things into a laptop
bag; as long as it has a laptop in it, it’s
still considered a personal item. The
Transportation Security Administra-
tion (TSA) has issued a list of
restricted items; check its website
(www.tsa.gov) for details.

In 2003, the TSA phased out gate
check-in at all U.S. airports. Passen-
gers with E-tickets and without
checked bags can still beat the ticket-
counter lines by using electronic
kiosks or even online check-in. Ask
your airline which alternatives are
available, and if youre using a kiosk,
bring the credit card you used to book
the ticket. If youre checking bags, you
will still be able to use most airlines’
kiosks; again call your airline for
up-to-date information. Curbside
check-in is also a good way to avoid
lines, although a few airlines still ban
curbside check-in entirely; call before
you go.

At press time, the TSA is also rec-
ommending that you not lock your
checked luggage so screeners can
search it by hand if necessary. The
agency says to use plastic “zip ties”
instead, which can be bought at hard-
ware stores and can be easily cut off.



FLYING FOR LESS: TIPS

FOR GETTING THE BEST
AIRFARE

Passengers sharing the same airplane
cabin rarely pay the same fare. Travel-
ers who need to purchase tickets at the
last minute, change their itinerary at a
moment’s notice, or fly one-way often

get

stuck paying the premium rate.

Here are some ways to keep your air-
fare costs down.

Passengers who can book their
ticket long in advance, who can
stay over Saturday night, or who
fly midweek or at less-trafficked
hours will pay a fraction of the
full fare. If your schedule is flexi-
ble, say so, and ask if you can
secure a cheaper fare by changing
your flight plans.

You can also save on airfares by
keeping an eye out in local news-
papers for promotional specials
or fare wars, when airlines lower
prices on their most popular
routes. You rarely see fare wars
offered for peak travel times, but if
you can travel in the off-months,
you may snag a bargain.

Search the Internet for cheap
fares (see “Planning Your Trip
Online,” earlier in this chapter).
Consolidators, also known as
bucket shops, are great sources for
international tickets, although
they usually can’t beat the Internet
on fares within North America.
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Start by looking in Sunday news-
paper travel sections; U.S. travel-
ers should focus on The New York
Times, Los Angeles Times, and
Miami Herald. For less-developed
destinations, small travel agents
who cater to immigrant commu-
nities in large cities often have the
best deals. Beware: Bucket shop
tickets are usually nonrefundable
or rigged with stff cancellation
penalties, often as high as 50% to
75% of the ticket price, and some
put you on charter airlines with
questionable safety records.
Several reliable consolidators are
worldwide and available on the
Net. STA Travel (© 800/781-
4040; www.statravel.com) is now
the world’s leader in student travel,
thanks to their purchase of Coun-
cil Travel. It also offers good fares
for travelers of all ages. Flights.
com (@ 800/TRAV-800; www.
flights.com) started in Europe and
has excellent fares worldwide. Air
Tickets Direct (@ 800/778-
3447; www.airticketsdirect.com) is
based in Montréal and leverages
the currently weak Canadian dollar
for low fares; it’ll also book trips to
places that U.S. travel agents wont
touch, such as Cuba.
Join frequent-flier clubs. Accrue
enough miles, and youll be
rewarded with free flights and elite
status. Its free, and you'll get the

Travel in the Age of Bankruptcy

At press time, a major U.S. airline was struggling in bankruptcy court and
most of the rest weren’t doing very well either. To protect yourself, buy
your tickets with a credit card, as the Fair Credit Billing Act guarantees that
you can get your money back from the credit-card company if a travel sup-
plier goes under (and if you request the refund within 60 days of the bank-
ruptcy.) Travel insurance can also help, but make sure it covers against
“carrier default” for your specific travel provider. And be aware that if a U.S.
airline goes bust mid-trip, a 2001 federal law requires other carriers to take
you to your destination (albeit on a space-available basis) for a fee of no
more than $25, provided you rebook within 60 days of the cancellation.
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best choice of seats, faster response
to phone inquiries, and prompter
service if your luggage is stolen,
your flight is canceled or delayed,
or if you want to change your seat.
You don’t need to fly to build fre-
quent-flier miles—frequent-flier
credit cards can provide thou-
sands of miles for doing your
everyday shopping.

BY TRAIN

Amtrak’s “Maple Leaf” service links
New York City and Toronto via
Albany, Buffalo, and Niagara Falls. It
departs daily from Penn Station. The
journey takes 11% hours. From
Chicago, the “International” carries
passengers to Toronto via Port Huron,
Michigan, a 12)4-hour trip. Note that
these lengthy schedules allow for
extended stops at customs and immi-
gration checkpoints at the border.
Both trains arrive in Toronto at Union
Station on Front Street, 1 block west
of Yonge Street, opposite the Fairmont
Royal York Hotel. The station has
direct access to the subway.

To secure the lowest round-trip fares,
book as far in advance as possible, and
try to travel midweek. Seat availability
determines price levels; the earlier you
book, the more likely you are to land a
lower fare. Sample fares (for use as
guidelines only), depending on seat
availability: from New York, US$65 to
$99 one-way or US$130 to $198
round-trip; from Chicago, US$98 one-
way, US$108 to $196 round-trip.
Prices do not include meals. Always ask
about the availability of discounted
fares, companion fares, and any other
special tickets. Call Amtrak at
© 800/USA-RAIL or 800/872-7245,
or visit www.amtrak.com.

BY BUS

Greyhound (@ 800/231-2222; www.
greyhound.com) is the only bus com-
pany that crosses the U.S. border. You
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can travel from almost anywhere in the
United States. You'll arrive at the
Metro Coach Terminal downtown at
610 Bay St., near the corner of Dundas
Street.

The bus may be faster and cheaper
than the train, and its routes may be
more flexible if you want to stop along
the way. Bear in mind that if’s more
cramped, toilet facilities are meager,
and meals are taken at somewhat
depressing rest stops.

Depending on where you are com-
ing from, check into Greyhound’s
special unlimited-travel passes and dis-
count fares. It’s hard to provide sample
fares because bus companies, like air-
lines, are adopting yield-management
strategies, causing prices to change
from day to day.

BY CAR

Crossing the border by car gives you a
lot of options—the U.S. highway sys-
tem leads directly into Canada at 13
points. If you're driving from Michi-
gan, you'll enter at Detroit—Windsor
(I-75 and the Ambassador Bridge) or
Port Huron—Sarnia (I-94 and the
Bluewater Bridge). If you're coming
from New York, you have more
options. On I-190, you can enter at
Buffalo-Fort Erie; Niagara Falls,
N.Y.—Niagara Falls, ON; or Niagara
Falls, N.Y.-Lewiston. On I-81, you'll
cross the Canadian border at Hill
Island; on Rte. 37, you'll enter at
either Ogdensburg—Johnstown or
Rooseveltown—Cornwall.

From the United States you are
most likely to enter Toronto from the
west on Hwy. 401 or Hwy. 2 and the
Queen Elizabeth Way. If you come
from the east via Montréal, you'll also
use 401 and 2.

Here are approximate driving dis-
tances to Toronto: from Boston,
911km (566 miles); Buffalo, 155km
(96 miles); Chicago, 859%km (534
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miles); Cincinnati, 806km (501
miles); Detroit, 379km (236 miles);
Minneapolis, 1,564km (972 miles);
New York, 797km (495 miles).

Be sure you have your driver’s
license and car registration if you plan
to drive your own vehicle into
Canada. It isnt a bad idea to carry

proof of automobile liability insur-
ance, either.

If you are a member of the American
Automobile Association (AAA), the
Canadian Automobile Association
(CAA) Central Ontario Branch in
Toronto (@ 416/221-4300; www.caa.
ca) provides emergency road service.

11 Packages for the Independent Traveler

Before you start your search for the
lowest airfare, you may want to con-
sider booking your flight as part of a
travel package. Package tours are
not the same thing as escorted tours.
Package tours are simply a way to buy
the airfare, accommodations, and
other elements of your trip (such as
car rentals, airport transfers, and
sometimes even activities) at the same
time and often at discounted prices—
kind of like one-stop shopping. Pack-
ages are sold in bulk to tour
operators—who resell them to the
public at a cost that usually undercuts
standard rates.

One good source of package deals is
the airlines themselves. Most major
airlines offer air/land packages, includ-
ing American Airlines Vacations
(@ 800/321-2121; www.aavacations.
com), Delta Vacations (@ 800/221-
6666; www.deltavacations.com), Con-
tinental Airlines Vacations (@ 800/
301-3800; www.coolvacations.com),
and United Vacations (@ 888/854-
3899; www.unitedvacations.com). Sev-
eral big online travel agencies—Expe-
dia.com, Travelocity.com, Orbitz.com,
Site59.com, and Lastminute.com—also
do a brisk business in packages. If you're
unsure about the pedigree of a smaller
packager, check with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau in the city where the com-
pany is based, or go online at www.bbb.
org. If a packager won' tell you where
it’s based, don’t fly with them.

Travel packages are also listed in the
travel section of your local Sunday

newspaper. Or check ads in the national
travel magazines such as Arthur From-
mers Budget Travel Magazine, Travel &
Leisure, National Geographic Traveler,
and Condé Nast Traveler.

Package tours can vary by leaps and
bounds. Some offer a better class of
hotels than others. Some offer the
same hotels for lower prices. Some
offer flights on scheduled airlines,
while others book charters. Some limit
your choice of accommodations and
travel days. You are often required to
make a large payment up front. On
the plus side, packages can save you
money, offering group prices but
allowing for independent travel. Some
even let you add on a few guided
excursions or escorted day trips (also
at prices lower than if you booked
them yourself) without booking an
entirely escorted tour.

Before you invest in a package tour,
get some answers. Ask about the
accommodations choices and prices
for each. Then look up the hotels’
reviews in a Frommers guide and
check their rates for your specific dates
of travel online. You'll also want to
find out what type of room you get.
If you need a certain type of room, ask
for it; don’t take whatever is thrown
your way. Request a nonsmoking
room, a quiet room, a room with a
view, or whatever you fancy.

Finally, look for hidden expenses.
Ask whether airport departure fees
and taxes, for example, are included in
the total cost.
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12 Tips on Accommodations

Toronto has a wealth of great places to
stay. Major chains such as Hyatt, Fair-
mont, Four Seasons, Marriott, Shera-
ton, Westin, Holiday Inn, and
Ramada are all represented, and there
are several smaller boutique hotels as
well. The only difficulty is in getting a
deal, particularly in the downtown
core. Here are some ways to ensure
that you get the best price possible.

SAVING ON YOUR
HOTEL ROOM

The rack rate is the maximum rate
that a hotel charges for a room.
Hardly anybody pays this price, how-

ever. To lower the cost of your room:

* Ask about special rates or other
discounts. Always ask whether a
less expensive room than the first
one quoted is available, or whether
any special rates apply to you. You
may qualify for corporate, student,
military, senior, or other discounts.
Mention membership in AAA,
AARD, frequent-flier programs, or
trade unions, which may entitle
you to special deals as well. Find
out the hotel policy on children—
do kids stay free in the room or is
there a special rate?

Dial direct. When booking a
room in a chain hotel, you'll often
get a better deal by calling the
individual hotel’s reservation desk
than at the chain’s main number.
Book online. Many hotels offer
Internet-only discounts, or supply
rooms to Priceline, Hotwire, or
Expedia at rates much lower than
the ones you can get through the
hotel itself. See “Planning Your
Trip Online,” earlier in this chap-
ter, for more information.
Remember the law of supply
and demand. Business hotels in
downtown locations are busiest
during the week, so you can
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expect big discounts over the
weekend. Resort hotels are most
crowded and therefore most
expensive on weekends, so dis-
counts are usually available for
midweek stays. Many hotels have
high-season and  low-season
prices, and booking the day after
“high season” ends can mean big
discounts.

Look into group or long-stay
discounts. If you come as part of
a large group, you should be able
to negotiate a bargain rate, since
the hotel can then guarantee occu-
pancy in a number of rooms.
Likewise, if you're planning a long
stay (at least 5 days), you might
qualify for a discount. As a general
rule, expect 1 night free after a
7-night stay.

Avoid excess charges and hidden
costs. When you book a room,
ask whether the hotel charges for
parking. Use your own cellphone,
pay phones, or prepaid phone
cards instead of dialing direct
from hotel phones, which usually
have exorbitant rates. And don
be tempted by the room’s minibar
offerings: Most hotels charge
through the nose for water, soda,
and snacks. Finally, ask about
local taxes and service charges,
which can increase the cost of a
room by 15% or more. If a hotel
insists upon tacking on a surprise
“energy surcharge” that wasnt
mentioned at check-in or a “resort
fee” for amenities you didn’t use,
you can often make a case for get-
ting it removed.

LANDING THE BEST ROOM

Somebody has to get the best room in
the house. It might as well be you. You
can start by joining the hotel’s fre-
quent-guest program, which may



make you eligible for upgrades. A
hotel-branded credit card usually gives
it owner “silver” or “gold” status in fre-
quent-guest programs for free. Always
ask about a corner room. They're often
larger and quieter, with more windows
and light, and they often cost the same
as standard rooms. When you make
your reservation, ask if the hotel is
renovating; if it is, request a room
away from the construction. Ask
about nonsmoking rooms, rooms with

13 Recommended Reading

Though it hasn’t always played itself in
the movies (doubling often as other
major cities instead), Toronto does
have quite a literary legacy to call its
own. It’s the hometown of authors
Margaret Atwood, Michael Ondaatje,
and media theorist and writer Mar-
shall McLuhan. Famous for saying
“The medium is the message,”
McLuhan’s works include Under-
standing Media: The Extensions of
Man, and War & Peace in the Global
Village. There’s also a volume called
The Essential McLuban to consider if
you're a fan.

Atwood’s The Robber Bride pays
homage to her hometown with a story
that covers 3 decades of life in the city.
Some of her other novels, such as 7he
Edible Woman, Cats Eye, and The
Blind Assassin also use Toronto as a
backdrop. In the Skin of a Lion by
Michael Ondaatje, the celebrated
author of The English Patient, is a
moving love story that brings the city’s
landmarks to life. Carol Shields, who
died in 2003, set her final novel Unless
in Toronto’s streets.

Another notable novel is Cabbage-
town by Hugh Gardner, the story of
the fight to survive in a Toronto slum
in the 1930s. (Cabbagetown was
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views, rooms with twin, queen- or
king-size beds. If you're a light sleeper,
request a quiet room away from vend-
ing machines, elevators, restaurants,
bars, and discos. Ask for one of the
rooms that have been most recently
renovated or redecorated.

If you aren’t happy with your room
when you arrive, say so. If another
room is available, most lodgings will
be willing to accommodate you.

famous as the largest Anglo-Saxon
slum in North America). For those
more interested in possible futures
than the past, there’s an Afrofuturist/
sci-fi novel called Brown Girl in
the Ring by Nalo Hopkinson. Some
other books to consider: Noise and
How Insensitive by Russell Smith;
Headhunter by Timothy Findley; 7he
Origin of Waves by Austin Clarke; and
Lost Girls by Andrew Pyper. (While
you're at it, you might want to pick up
the Booker Prize—winning Life of i by
Yann Martel and Martin Sloane by
Michael Redhill; while not set in
Toronto, these novels are by local
authors).

If you're interested in architecture,
an especially good read is Emerald
City: Toronto Revisited, by John Bent-
ley Mays. Emerald City explores all of
Toronto’s special places, from the
majesty of Casa Loma to the colorful
bedlam of Kensington Market. Speak-
ing of craziness, another nonfiction
book to check out is I the Mad Water:
Two Centuries of Adventure and
Lunacy at Niagara Falls by T.W.
Kriner. Finally, travel writer Jan Mor-
tis is always a delight to read, and her
book O Canada! Travels in an
Unknown Country is no exception.
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Getting to Know Toronto

Toronto is a wonderful city in which
to get lost. Start anywhere in the
downtown core and walk in any direc-
tion for no more than 15 minutes.
You'll see eclectic modern buildings
side by side with neo-Gothic and Art
Deco architecture, catch a fair glimpse
of the city’s ethnic spectrum, and walk
right into a pleasing patch of greenery.

This is a happy coincidence because
the layout and organization of the city
mean you will get lost at least once

not numbers, and they have a crazy-
making habit of changing their
monikers as they go along. In Mid-
town, the must-see Avenue Road, for
example, turns into Queen’s Park
Crescent and then into University
Avenue as you head south, and into
Oriole Parkway if you go north. My
best advice: Relax and enjoy the ride.
In this chapter, you'll find information
on the highways, byways, and services
that make Toronto tick.

during your stay. Streets have names,

1 Orientation

ARRIVING

BY PLANE

Most flights arrive at Pearson International Airport, in the northwest corner
of Metro Toronto, approximately 30 minutes from downtown. The trip takes 10
to 15 minutes longer during the weekday morning rush (7-9am). A few (mostly
commuter) flights land at the Toronto Island Airport, a short ferry ride from
downtown.

Pearson serves more than 50 airlines. At press time, the most impressive of its
three terminals is the Trillium Terminal 3 (@ 905/612-5100). This airy, mod-
ern facility has moving walkways, a huge food court, and many retail stores.
However, there is an even grander terminal currently under construction that
will replace the existing Terminals 1 and 2. (Terminal 1 has the distinction of
being the gloomiest, ugliest airport terminal this travel writer has ever seen.) Its
opening has been delayed, but it should be open for business in late 2003.

To get from the airport to downtown, take Highway 427 south to the Gar-
diner Expressway East. A taxi costs about C$36 (US$25). A slightly sleeker way
to go is by flat-rate limousine, which costs around C$40 (US$28). Two limo
services are Aaroport (@ 416/745-1555) and AirLine (® 905/676-3210).
You don’t need a reservation. Most first-class hotels run their own hotel limou-
sine services; check when you make your reservation.

The convenient Airport Express bus (@ 905/564-6333) travels between the
airport, the bus terminal, and major downtown hotels—the Westin Harbour
Castle, Fairmont Royal York, The Sheraton Centre Toronto, and the Delta
Chelsea—every 20 minutes, from 4:55am to 12:55am, with one extra run
around 2:30am. The adult fare is C$13 (US$8.75) one-way, C$22 (US$16)

round-trip; children under 11 accompanied by an adult ride free.
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The cheapest way to go is by bus and subway, which takes about an hour.
From Terminal 2, take the #58 bus to Lawrence West station, the #192 “Airport
Rocket” bus to Kipling station, or the #307 bus to Eglinton West station. Only
the #192 bus serves Terminal 3; there are no public buses from Terminal 1
(though there is a shuttle that will drop you off at Terminal 2 or 3). The fare of
C$2.25 (US$1.60) includes free transfer to the subway. It doesn’t matter which
bus you use; they all take roughly the same amount of time. (The Airport
Rocket reaches the subway fastest, but the subway ride to downtown is twice as
long as from the other stations.) For more information, call the Toronto Tran-

sit Commission, or TTC (@ 416/393-4636).

BY TRAIN

Trains arrive at Union Station on Front Street, 1 block west of Yonge Street,
opposite the Fairmont Royal York hotel. The station has direct access to the sub-
way, so you can easily reach any Toronto destination.

VISITOR INFORMATION

For hotel, dining, and other tourist information, head to (or write to) Tourism
Toronto, 207 Queens Quay W., Suite 590, Toronto, ON M5] 1A7 (@ 800/363-
1990 or 416/203-2600; www.torontotourism.com). It’s in the Queens Quay
Terminal at Harbourfront, and is open Monday to Friday from 9am to S5pm. Take
the LRT (light rapid transit system) from Union Station to the York Street stop.
The website has up-to-the-minute city calendar and events information.

More convenient is the drop-in Ontario Visitor Information Centre (©) 416/
314-5901), in the Eaton Centre, on Yonge Street at Dundas Street. It’s on Level
1 (one floor below street level) and is open Monday to Friday from 10am to 9pm,
Saturday from 9:30am to 6pm, and Sunday from noon to 5pm.

To pick up brochures and a map at Pearson International Airport, stop by
the Transport Canada Information Centre (© 905/676-3506 or 416/247-
7678). There’s one in each terminal. A staff fluent in a dozen languages can
answer questions about attractions, ground transportation, and more.

PUBLICATIONS & WEBSITES

Toronto has four daily newspapers: the Globe and Mail, the National Post, the
Toronto Star, and the Toronto Sun. All have some local listings, but the best
are in the Star, which lists events, concerts, theater performances, first-run films,
and the like.

Even better bets are the free weeklies Now and Eye, both published on Thurs-
day and available in news boxes and at cafes and shops around town. Xtra! is
another weekly freebie; it lists events, seminars, and performances, particularly
those of interest to the gay and lesbian community. A free annual directory called
The Pink Pages targets Torontonians, but out-of-towners will find the informa-
tion about gay- and lesbian-friendly restaurants, bars, and other businesses quite
useful. It’s available at shops, restaurants, and bars along Church Street.

Where Toronto is a glossy monthly magazine that lists events, attractions,
restaurants, and shops; it’s available free at most hotels in the city and at some
restaurants in the Theater District. Toronto Life is an award-winning lifestyle
magazine that has excellent listings of kids™ events, theater, speeches, and art
exhibitions; the April issue contains a dining guide. Toronto Life Fashion mag-
azine will be of interest to serious shoppers.

Toronto.com (www.toronto.com), operated by the Toronto Star, offers exten-
sive restaurant reviews, events listings, and feature articles. Toronto Life’s website
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(www.torontolife.com) is another popular choice, particularly for its restaurant
reviews and contests. It includes events, shopping, and services listings.

CITY LAYOUT

Toronto is laid out in a grid . . . with a few interesting exceptions. Yonge Street
(pronounced Young) is the main north-south street, stretching from Lake
Ontario in the south well beyond Highway 401 in the north. Yonge Street
divides western cross streets from eastern cross streets. The main east-west artery
is Bloor Street, which cuts through the heart of downtown.

“Downtown” usually refers to the area from Eglinton Avenue south to the
lake, between Spadina Avenue in the west and Jarvis Street in the east. Because
this is such a large area, I have divided it into five sections. Downtown West
runs from the lake north to College Street; the eastern boundary is Yonge Street.
Downtown East goes from the lake north to Carlton Street (once College St.
reaches Yonge, it becomes Carlton St.); the western boundary is Yonge Street.
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Midtown West extends from College Street north to Davenport Road; the east-
ern boundary is Yonge Street. Midtown East/The East End runs from Carlton
Street north to Davenport and farther east along Danforth Avenue; the western
boundary is Yonge Street. Uptown is the area north of Davenport Road.

In Downtown West, you'll find many of the lakeshore attractions—Har-
bourfront, Ontario Place, Fort York, Exhibition Place, and the Toronto Islands. It
also boasts the CN Tower, City Hall, SkyDome, Chinatown, the Art Gallery, and
the Faton Centre. Downtown East includes the St. Lawrence Market, the Hum-
mingbird Centre, the St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, and St. James Cathedral.
Midtown West contains the Royal Ontario Museum, the Gardiner Museum, the
University of Toronto, Markham Village, and chic Yorkville, a prime area for
browsing and dining alfresco. Midtown East/The East End features Riverdale
Farm, the historic Necropolis cemetery, and Greektown. Uptown has traditionally
been a residential area, but it’s now a fast-growing entertainment area, too. Its
attractions include the Sunnybrook park system and the Ontario Science Centre.
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CHAPTER 3 - GETTING TO KNOW TORONTO

Underground Toronto

It is not enough to know the streets of Toronto; you also need to nav-
igate the labyrinth of walkways beneath the pavement. If the
weather’s bad, you can eat, sleep, dance, shop, and go to the theater
without even donning a coat. Consult our map, “Underground
Toronto,” on p. 42, or look for the large, clear underground PATH
maps throughout the concourse.

You can walk from the Dundas subway station south through the
Eaton Centre until you hit Queen Street, turn west to the Sheraton
Centre, then head south. You'll pass through the Richmond-Adelaide
Centre, First Canadian Place, and Toronto Dominion Centre, and go all
the way (through the dramatic Royal Bank Plaza) to Union Station. En
route, branches lead off to the stock exchange, Sun Life Centre, and
Metro Hall. Additional walkways link Simcoe Plaza to 200 Wellington
West and to the CBC Broadcast Centre. Other walkways run around
Bloor Street and Yonge Street and elsewhere in the city.

While its wide-ranging network makes this an excellent way to get
around the downtown core when the weather is grim, the under-
ground city has its own attractions, too. First Canadian Place in partic-
ular is known for free lunch-hour lectures, opera and dance

performances, and art exhibits.

North Toronto is another burgeoning area, with theaters, such as the Toronto
Centre for the Arts, galleries, and some excellent dining. It’s not yet a prime
tourist destination, but it gets a few mentions throughout this guide.

Toronto sprawls so widely that quite a few of its primary attractions lie outside
the downtown core. They include the Toronto Zoo, Paramount Canada’s Won-
derland, and the McMichael Canadian Art Collection. Be prepared to journey
somewhat.

FINDING AN ADDRESS This isn't as easy as it should be. Your best bet is
to call ahead and ask for directions, including landmarks and subway stations.
Even the locals need to do this.

THE NEIGHBORHOODS IN BRIEF

Downtown West

The Toronto Islands These three
islands in Lake Ontario—Ward’s,
Algonquin, and Centre—are home
to a handful of residents and no
cars. They're a spring and summer
haven where Torontonians go to in-
line skate, bicycle, boat, and picnic.
Centre Island, the most visited,
holds the children’s theme park
Centreville. Catch the ferry at the
foot of Bay Street by Queens Quay.

Harbourfront/Lakefront The
landfill where the railroad yards and
dock facilities once stood is now a
glorious playground opening onto
the lake. This is home to the Har-
bourfront Centre, one of the most
important literary, artistic, and cul-
tural venues in Canada.

Financial District Toronto’s major
banks and insurance companies have
their headquarters here, from Front
Street north to Queen Street,
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between Yonge and York streets.
Torontos first skyscrapers rose here;
fortunately, some of the older struc-
tures have been preserved. Ultra-
modern BCE Place incorporated the
facade of a historic bank building
into its design.

Theater District An area of dense
cultural development, this neigh-
borhood stretches from Front Street
north to Queen Street, and from
Bay Street west to Bathurst Street.
King Street West is home to most of
the important sights, including the
Royal Alexandra Theatre, the
Princess of Wales Theatre, Roy
Thomson Hall, and Metro Hall.
Farther south are the Convention
Centre and the CN Tower.

Chinatown Dundas Street West
from University Avenue to Spadina
Avenue, and north to College Street
are the boundaries of Chinatown. As
the Chinese community has grown,
it has extended along Dundas Street
and north along Spadina Avenue.
Here you'll see a fascinating mixture
of old and new. Hole-in-the-wall
restaurants share the sidewalks with
glitzy shopping centers built with
Hong Kong money.

Queen Street West This stretch
from University Avenue to Bathurst
Street offers an eclectic mix—popu-
lar mainstream shops, funky bou-
tiques, secondhand bookshops, and
vintage clothing emporiums. It’s
also home to Torontos gourmet
ghetto, with bistro after trattoria
after cafe lining the street. There’s
excellent food along this strip, but
it’s too frequently served with heaps
of attitude. Despite the intrusion of
mega-retailers, many independently
owned boutiques flourish.

West Queen West In the past,
Queen Street West was considered
edgy. Now, that appellation is
applied to West Queen West, which
starts at Bathurst Avenue and runs

west past Ossington Avenue. The
neighborhood is now known as one
of the coolest places in the city. It’s
full of interesting boutiques for
clothing, housewares, and antiques,
excellent small art galleries, and up-
and-coming restaurants.

Little Italy This thriving, lively
area, filled with open-air cafes, trat-
torias, and shops, serves the Italian
community along College Street
between Euclid and Shaw. The
trendies can’t secem to stay away,
which has driven up prices in this
once-inexpensive neighborhood.

Downtown East

Old Town/St. Lawrence Market
During the 19th century, this area,
cast of Yonge Street between the
Esplanade and Adelaide Street, was
the focal point of the community.
Today the market’s still going strong,
and attractions like the glorious St.
James Cathedral draw visitors.

The Beaches Communal, youth-
ful, safe, and comfortable—these
adjectives best describe the Beaches,
just 15 minutes from downtown at
the end of the Queen Street East
streetcar line. It was a summer
resort in the mid-1800s, and its
boardwalk and beach continue to
make it a casual, family-oriented

neighborhood.

Midtown West

Queen’s Park and the University
Home to the Ontario Legislature
and many of the colleges and build-
ings that make up the University of
Toronto, this neighborhood extends
from College Street to Bloor Street
between Spadina Avenue and Bay
Street.

Yorkville Originally a village out-
side the city, this area north and west
of Bloor and Yonge streets became
Toronto’s Haight-Ashbury in the
1960s. Now, it’s a haute district filled
with designer boutiques, galleries,
cafes, and restaurants.
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The Annex This area fell into neg-
lect for many years, but since the
early 1980s much of it has been
lovingly restored. It stretches from
Bedford Road to Bathurst Street,
and from Harbord Street to Dupont
Avenue. Many of the tremendous
turn-of-the-20th-century homes are
still single-family dwellings, though
as you walk west it segues into the
U of T student ghetto. Revered
urban-planning guru Jane Jacobs has
long called this area home.

Koreatown The bustling blocks
along Bloor Street West between
Bathurst and Christie streets are
filled with Korean restaurants, alter-
native-medicine practitioners such
as herbalists and acupuncturists,
and shops filled with made-in-Korea
merchandise. One of the first
Korean settlements in Toronto, it is
now primarily a business district.

Midtown East/The East End
Rosedale Meandering tree-lined
streets with elegant homes and
manicured lawns are the hallmarks
of this residential community, from
Yonge and Bloor streets northeast
to Castle Frank and the Moore Park
Ravine. Named after Sheriff Jarvis's
residence, its name is synonymous
with Toronto’s wealthy elite.

Church Street Between Gerrard
Street and Bloor Street East along
Church Street lies the heart of
Toronto’s gay and lesbian commu-
nity. Restaurants, cafes, and bars fill
this relaxed, casual neighborhood.
Church Street is where 19th-century
Toronto’s grandest cathedrals stood.

Cabbagetown Once described by
writer Hugh Garner as the largest
Anglo-Saxon slum in North America,

2 Getting Around
BY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

GETTING TO KNOW TORONTO

this gentrified neighborhood of
Victorian and Edwardian homes
stretches east of Parliament Street to
the Don Valley between Gerrard
Street and Bloor Street. The sought-
after residendal district got its name
because the front lawns of the homes,
occupied by Irish immigrants (who
settled here in the late 1800s), were,
it is said, covered with row upon row
of cabbages. Riverdale, Toronto’s
only inner-city farm, is at the south-
eastern end of this district.

Greektown Across the Don Valley
Viaduct, Bloor Street becomes the
Danforth, which marks the begin-
ning of Grecktown. Its lined with
old-style Greek tavernas and hip
Mediterranean bars and restaurants
that are crowded from early evening
until early morning. The densest
wining-and-dining area starts at
Broadview Avenue and runs 6 blocks
east.

Uptown
Forest Hill Second to Rosedale as
the city’s prime residential area,
Forest Hill is home to Upper
Canada College and Bishop Stra-
chan School for girls. It stretches
west of Avenue Road between St.
Clair Avenue and Eglinton Avenue.

Eglinton Avenue The neighbor-
hood surrounding the intersection
of Yonge Street and Eglinton
Avenue is jokingly known as
“Young and Eligible.” It’s a bustling
area filled with restaurants—
including some of the town’s
top-rated—and nightclubs. To the
east, it intersects with the 243-
hectare (600-acre) Sunnybrook
park system and with the Ontario
Science Centre.

The Toronto Transit Commission, or TTC (@) 416/393-4636 for 24-hr. infor-
mation; recordings available in 18 languages; www.city.toronto.on.ca/ttc), operates
the subway, bus, streetcar, and light rapid transit (LRT) system.



The TTC Subway System

@

Scarborough RT

Q9

Te, /8
\wo 2 2 P %,
S H%&o %9@0 %O@.w@é
QQO A CANN)

N 630D @)
> ¥ Y -
oo,v@ o v&/« O/A.w@ A31s3119M @
Q% X %o 9NusAY yliojueq abuoA-loolg ||
DO O wed 0 R DS
o,ooo @1z+047¢&@¢,v@/¢o 00@@6@9%@0« oomooo,«@,y
o N o ¥ T
2 00 KR W '%v& @/v«
o
@ 1583 duaime] 9@
=y
L @ i
o | 3
Se &
o
n_u <
0«@% @—@—@—@—=@ 3buoA/pieddays
N
OOO@/%& @mw&& /7¢®&
m///é/ RO

Kemqns Ayis1aniun-abuo,

141

Kemgng
yriojueQq-ioo|g

Yy O, 2y Vs Yo 05 St My, Yo Yo ™

6, 7%, Yo, L0y G o, T N 5, 26,

U 07 W5, 1 Se Y6, “1; IR
Yo 0 e, b§o "y eo@ 0 o, %y

47



48 CHAPTER 3 - GETTING TO KNOW TORONTO

Fares, including transfers to buses or streetcars, are C$2.25 (US$1.60) or 10
tickets for C$19 (US$13) for adults. Students under 20 and seniors pay C$1.50
(US$1.05) or 10 tickets for C$13 (US$8.75), and children under 12 pay C50¢
(US35¢) or 10 tickets for C$4.25 (US$3). You can buy a special day pass for
C$7.75 (US$5.40) that’s good for unlimited travel for one person after 9:30am
on weekdays, and all day on weekends. There’s also a group pass for C$7.75
(US$5.40) that’s good for up to six people (a maximum of two adults) anytime
on Sunday and statutory holidays only. There are no multiple-day deals.

For surface transportation, you need a ticket, a token, or exact change. You
can buy tickets and tokens at subway entrances and at authorized stores that dis-
play the sign TTC TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED HERE. Bus drivers do not sell tick-
ets, nor will they make change. Always obtain a free transfer where you board the
train or bus, in case you need it. In the subways, use the push-button machine
just inside the entrance. On streetcars and buses, ask the driver for a transfer.

THE SUBWAY It fast (especially when you compare it to snarled surface traf-
fic), clean, and very simple to use. There are two major lines—Bloor-Danforth
and Yonge-University-Spadina—and one smaller line, Sheppard, in the northern
part of the city. The Bloor Street east-west line runs from Kipling Avenue in the
west to Kennedy Road in the east (where it connects with Scarborough Rapid
Transit to Scarborough Centre and McCowan Rd.). The Yonge Street north-
south line runs from Finch Avenue in the north to Union Station (Front St.) in
the south. From there, it loops north along University Avenue and connects with
the Bloor line at the St. George station. A Spadina extension runs north from St.
George to Downsview station at Sheppard Avenue. The Sheppard line connects
only with the Yonge line at Sheppard Station, and runs east through north
Toronto for just 6km (4 miles).

The light rapid transit (LRT) system connects downtown to Harbourfront.
The fare is one ticket or token. It runs from Union Station along Queens Quay
to Spadina, with stops at Queens Quay ferry docks, York Street, Simcoe Street,
and Rees Street, then continues up Spadina to the Spadina subway station. The
transfer from the subway to the LRT (and vice versa) at Union Station is free.

The subway operates Monday to Saturday from 6am to 1:30am, and Sunday
from 9am to 1:30am. From lam to 5:30am, the Blue Night Network operates
on basic surface routes. It runs about every 30 minutes. For route information,
pick up a “Ride Guide” at subway entrances or call @ 416/393-4636. Multi-
lingual information is available. You can also use the automated information
service at @ 416/393-8663.

Smart commuters park their cars at subway terminal stations at Kipling,
Islington, Finch, Wilson, Warden, Kennedy, York Mills, Victoria Park, and
Keele. Certain conditions apply. Call @ 416/393-8663 for details. You'll have
to get there very early.

BUSES & STREETCARS Where the subway leaves off, buses and streetcars
take over. They run east-west and north-south along the city’s arteries. When
you pay your fare (on bus, streetcar, or subway), always pick up a transfer so that
you won't have to pay again if you want to transfer to another mode of trans-

portation. For complete TTC information, call @ 416/393-4636.

BY TAXI
As usual, this is an expensive mode of transportation. Its C$2.50 (US$1.75)
the minute you step in, and C25¢ (US15¢) for each additional 0.2km (about
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/i mile). Fares can quickly mount up, especially during rush hours. You can hail
a cab on the street, find one in line in front of a big hotel, or call one of the
major companies—Diamond (@ 416/366-6868), Royal (©) 416/777-9222),
or Metro (@ 416/504-8294). If you experience problems with cab service, call
the Metro Licensing Commission (@ 416/392-3082).

BY CAR

Toronto is a rambling city, but that doesn’t mean that a car is the best way to get
around. Toronto has the dubious distinction of being recognized as the worst city
in Canada in which to drive. It has gotten so bad that the government has started
monitoring certain intersections with cameras. Driving can be a frustrating expe-
rience because of the high volume of traffic, drivers’ disregard for red lights, and
meager but pricey parking options. This is particularly true downtown, where
traffic inches along and parking lots are scarce. I strongly recommend that you
avoid driving in the city.

RENTAL CARS 1If you decide to rent a car, try to make arrangements in
advance. Companies with outlets at Pearson International Airport include Thrifty
(® 800/367-2277), Budget (© 800/527-0700), Avis (@ 800/331-1084), Hertz
(@ 800/654-3001), National (@ 800/227-7368), and Enterprise (@ 800/736-
8222). Keep in mind that there’s usually a steep fee when you rent a vehicle in one
city and drop it off in another. The rental fee depends on the type of car you want,
but the starting point is around C$45 (US$30) a day—not including the 15% in
sales taxes. This also does not include insurance; if you pay with a particular credit
card, you might get automatic coverage (check with your credit-card issuer before
you go). Be sure to read the fine print of the rental agreement—some companies
add conditions that will boost your bill if you don't fulfill certain obligations, like
filling the gas tank before returning the car. Note: If youre under 25, check with
the company—many will rent on a cash-only basis, some only with a credit card,
and others will not rent to you at all.

Car rental insurance probably does not cover liability if you cause an accident.
Check your own auto insurance policy, the rental company policy, and your
credit-card coverage for the extent of coverage: Is your destination covered? Are
other drivers covered? How much liability is covered if a passenger is injured? (If
you rely on your credit card for coverage, you may want to bring a second credit
card with you, as damages may be charged to your card and you may find your-
self stranded with no money.)

PARKING  Parking lots downtown run about C$4 to $6 (US$2.80-$4.20)
per half hour, with a C$16 to $20 (US$11-$14) maximum between 7am and
6pm. After 6pm and on Sunday, rates drop to around C$8 (US$5). Generally,
the city-owned lots, marked with a big green “P,” are slightly cheaper than pri-
vate facilities. Observe the parking restrictions—otherwise the city will tow your
car away, and it'll cost more than C$100 (US$70) to get it back.

DRIVING RULES A right turn at a red light is permitted after coming to a
full stop, unless posted otherwise. The driver and front-seat passengers must
wear seat belts; if you're caught not wearing one, you'll incur a substantial fine.
The speed limit in the city is 50kmph (30 mph). You must stop at pedestrian
crosswalks. If you are following a streetcar and it stops, you must stop well back
from the rear doors so passengers can exit easily and safely. (Where there are con-
crete safety islands in the middle of the street for streetcar stops, this rule does
not apply, but exercise care nonetheless.) Radar detectors are illegal.
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BY FERRY

Toronto Parks and Recreation operates ferries that travel to the Toronto Islands.
Call @ 416/392-8193 for schedules and information. Round-trip fares are C$5
(US$3.50) for adults, C$3 (US$2.10) for seniors and students 15 to 19 (with
valid ID), and C$2 (US$1.40) for children 14 and under.

FAST FACTS: Toronto

Area Code Toronto's area codes are 416 and 647; outside the city, the
code is 905 or 289. You must dial all 10 digits for all local phone numbers.
Babysitting Hotel concierges can suggest reliable sitters if there aren’t
child-care facilities on site. In a pinch, call Care-on-Call (@) 416/975-1313),
a 24-hour service.

Business Hours Banks are generally open Monday through Thursday from
10am to 3pm, Friday 10am to 6pm. Most stores are open Monday through
Wednesday from 10am to 6pm and Saturday and Sunday from 10am to
5pm, with extended hours (until 8-9:30pm) on Thursday and usually Friday.
Currency Exchange Generally, the best place to exchange your currency is
at an ATM or bank. You can also change money at the airport, but at a less
favorable rate.

Dentists For emergency services from 8am till midnight, call the Dental
Emergency Service (@) 416/485-7121). After midnight, your best bet is the
Toronto Hospital, 200 Elizabeth St. (@) 416/340-3948). Otherwise, ask the
front-desk staff or concierge at your hotel.

Doctors The staff or concierge at your hotel should be able to help you
locate a doctor. You can also call the College of Physicians and Surgeons,
80 College St. (@ 416/967-2600, ext. 626), for a referral between 9am to
5pm. See also “Emergencies,” below.

Electricity It's the same as in the United States—110 volts, 50 cycles, AC.

Embassies/Consulates All embassies are in Ottawa, the national capital.
They include the Australian High Commission, 50 O'Connor St., Suite 710,
Ottawa, ON K1P 6L2 (@ 613/236-0841); the British High Commission, 80
Elgin St., Ottawa, ON K1P 5K7 (@ 613/237-1530); the Irish Embassy, 130
Albert St., Ottawa, ON K1P 5G4 (@ 613/233-6281); the New Zealand High
Commission, 727-99 Bank St., Ottawa, ON K1P 6G3 (@ 613/238-5991);
the South African High Commission, 15 Sussex Dr., Ottawa, ON K1M 1M8
(@ 613/744-0330); and the U.S. Embassy, 100 Wellington St., Ottawa, ON K1P
5T1 (@ 613/238-4470). Consulates in Toronto include Australian Consulate-
General, 175 Bloor St. E., Suite 314, at Church Street (@ 416/323-1155);
British Consulate-General, 777 Bay St., Suite 2800, at College (@ 416/593-
1290); and the U.S. Consulate, 360 University Ave. (@ 416/595-1700).

Emergencies Call @ 911 for fire, police, or ambulance. The Toronto Gen-
eral Hospital, 200 Elizabeth St., provides 24-hour emergency service
(@ 416/340-3946 for emergency or 416/340-4611 for information). Also
see “Hospitals,” below.

Hospitals In the downtown core, go to Toronto General, 200 Elizabeth St.
(@ 416/340-4611, or 416/340-3946 for emergency); St. Michael’s, 30 Bond
St. (@ 416/360-4000, or 416/864-5094 for emergency); or Mount Sinai, 600
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University Ave. (@ 416/596-4200, or 416/586-5054 for emergency). Also
downtown is the Hospital for Sick Children, 555 University Ave. (© 416/
813-1500). Uptown, there’s Sunnybrook Hospital, 2075 Bayview Ave.,
north of Eglinton (@ 416/480-6100, or 416/480-4207 for emergency). In
the eastern part of the city, go to Toronto East General Hospital, 825
Coxwell Ave. (@ 416/461-8272, or 416/469-6435 for emergency).

Hot Lines Poison Information Centre (@) 416/813-5900); Distress Centre sui-
cide prevention line (@ 416/598-1121); Rape Crisis Line (@ 416/597-8808);
Assaulted Women’s Help Line (@ 416/863-0511); AIDS & Sexual Health
InfoLine (@) 800/668-2437); Toronto Prayer Line (@ 416/929-1500). For kids
or teens in distress, there’s Kids Help Phone (@ 800/668-6868).

Internet Access As in most other North American cities, the Web is a social
magnet in Toronto. Insomnia, 563 Bloor St. W. (@ 416/588-3907), is more
social than your average Net cafe—maybe it's the sign over the door that
reads THE INTERNET IS A STRANGE PLACE. DON'T SURF ALONE. There are several cur-
tained computer terminals (C$10/US$7 per hr.), as well as comfortable
couches and a big-screen TV. The pizza and panini are usually pretty good.
Open daily from noon to 1am.

If you just want to surf fast and not hang out, look for a Kinko's. There
are several in the city, but one sure bet is the location at 505 University
Ave. at Dundas (@ 416/970-8447).

Laundry/Dry Cleaning Bloor Laundromat, 598 Bloor St. W., at Bathurst
Street (@ 416/588-6600), is conveniently located. At the Laundry Lounge,
531 Yonge St., at Wellesley Street (@) 416/975-4747), you can do your wash
while sipping a cappuccino and watching TV in the lounge. It's open daily
from 7am to 11pm. Careful Hand Laundry & Dry Cleaners Ltd. has outlets at
195 Davenport Rd. (@ 416/923-1200), 1415 Bathurst St. (@ 416/530-1116),
and 1844 Avenue Rd. (@) 416/787-6006); for pickup and delivery, call @ 416/
787-6006.

Liquor Laws The minimum drinking age is 19. Drinking hours are daily
from 11am to 2am. The government is the only retail vendor. Liquor Con-
trol Board of Ontario (LCBO) stores sell liquor, wine, and some beers.
They're open Monday through Saturday. Most are open from 10am to
6pm; some stay open evenings, and a few are open Sunday from noon to
5pm. One of the very best is at the Manulife Centre, 55 Bloor St. W. (@ 416/
925-5266), which has longer hours than most, opening at 9:30am and clos-
ing at 9pm Monday through Saturday, and noon to 5pm on Sunday.

The Wine Rack has several locations, including 77 Wellesley St. E., at
Church (@ 416/923-9393), and sells only Ontario wines. Most branches of
the Beer Store (also part of the LCBO) are open Monday through Saturday
from 10am to 8pm; there's a downtown location at 614 Queen St. W.
(@ 416/504-4665), near Bathurst.

Lost Property If you leave something on a bus, a streetcar, or the subway,
call the TTC Lost Articles Office (@ 416/393-4100) at the Bay Street sub-
way station. It's open Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm.
Luggage Storage/Lockers Lockers are available at Union Station and at
the Eaton Centre.
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Mail Postage for letters and postcards to the United States costs C65¢
(US45¢); overseas, C$1.05 (US75¢). Mailing letters and postcards within
Canada costs C48¢ (US35¢).

Postal services are available at convenience and drug stores. Almost all
sell stamps, and many have a separate counter where you can ship packages
from 8:30am to 5pm. Look for the sign in the window indicating such serv-
ices. There are also post-office windows in Atrium on Bay (@ 416/506-0911),
in Commerce Court (@) 416/956-7452), and at the TD Centre (@ 416/
360-7105).

Maps Free maps of Toronto are available in every terminal at Pearson Inter-
national Airport (look for the Transport Canada Information Centre signs),
the Metropolitan Toronto Convention & Visitors Association at Har-
bourfront, and the Visitor Information Centre in the Eaton Centre, on Yonge
Street at Dundas Street. Convenience stores and bookstores sell a greater
variety of maps. Or try Canada Map Company, 63 Adelaide E., between
Yonge and Church streets (@) 416/362-9297), or Open Air Books and Maps,
25 Toronto St., near Yonge and Adelaide streets (@) 416/363-0719).
Newspapers & Magazines The four daily newspapers are the Globe and
Mail, the National Post, the Toronto Star, and the Toronto Sun. Eye and Now
are free arts-and-entertainment weeklies. Xtra! is a free weekly targeted at
the gay and lesbian community. In addition, many English-language ethnic
newspapers serve Toronto's Portuguese, Hungarian, Italian, East Indian,
Korean, Chinese, and Caribbean communities. Toronto Life is the major
monthly city magazine; its sister publication is Toronto Life Fashion. Where
Toronto is usually free at hotels and some Theater District restaurants.
Pharmacies One big chain is Pharma Plus, which has a store at 63 Wellesley
St., at Church Street (@ 416/924-7760). It's open daily from 8am to mid-
night. Other Pharma Plus branches are in College Park, Manulife Centre,
Commerce Court, and First Canadian Place. The only 24-hour drugstore near
downtown is Shopper’s Drug Mart at 700 Bay St., at Gerrard Street West
(@ 416/979-2424).

Police In a life-threatening emergency, call @ 911. For all other matters,
contact the Metro police, 40 College St. (@) 416/808-2222).

Post Office See “Mail,” above.

Radio The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation offers a great mix of intel-
ligent discussion and commentary as well as drama and music. In Toronto,
the CBC broadcasts on 740AM and 94.1FM. CHIN (1540AM and 100.7FM)
will get you in touch with the ethnic and multicultural scene in the city; it
broadcasts in more than 30 languages.

Restrooms Finding a public restroom is usually not difficult. Most tourist
attractions have them, as do hotels, department stores, and public build-
ings. There are restrooms at major subway stations such as Yonge/Bloor,
but they are best avoided.

Safety As large cities go, Toronto is generally safe, but be alert and use
common sense, particularly at night. The Yonge/Bloor, Dundas, and Union
subway stations are favorites with pickpockets. In the downtown area,
Moss Park is considered one of the toughest areas to police. Avoid Allan
Gardens and other parks at night.
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Taxes The provincial retail sales tax is 8%; on accommodations it's 5%.
There is an additional 7% national goods-and-services tax (GST).

In general, nonresidents may apply for a tax refund. They can recover
the accommodations tax, the sales tax, and the GST for nondisposable
merchandise that will be exported for use, provided it is removed from
Canada within 60 days of purchase. The following do not qualify for
rebate: meals and restaurant charges, alcohol, tobacco, gas, car rentals,
and such services as dry cleaning and shoe repair.

The quickest and easiest way to secure the refund is to stop at a duty-
free shop at the border. You must have proper receipts with GST registra-
tion numbers. Or you can apply through the mail, but it will take about
4 weeks to receive your refund. For an application form and information,
you can contact Visitor Rebate Program, Canada Customs and Revenue
Agency, Ottawa, ON K1A 0L8 (fax 613/954-3577; www.ccra-adrc.gc.ca);
forms are also available at tourism kiosks around town. You can also con-
tact Ontario Travel, Queen’s Park, Toronto, ON M7A 2R9 (@ 800/668-2746
or 416/314-0944).

Taxis See "Getting Around,” earlier in this chapter.

Telephone A local call from a telephone booth costs C25¢ (US15¢). Watch
out for hotel surcharges on local and long-distance calls; often a local call
will cost at least C$1 (US70¢) from a hotel room. The United States and
Canada are on the same long-distance system. To make a long-distance
call between the United States and Canada, use the area codes as you
would at home. Canada’s international prefix is 1.

Time Toronto is on Eastern Standard Time. Daylight savings time is in
effect from April to October.

Tipping Basically it's the same as in major U.S. cities: 15% in restaurants
(up to 20% in the finer spots), 10% to 15% for taxis, C$1 (US70¢) per bag
for porters, C$1 to C$2 (US70¢-$1.40) per day for hotel housekeepers
(more if you're traveling with messy kids and/or pets).

Transit Information For information on the subway, bus, streetcar, and
light rapid transit (LRT) system, call the TTC at @ 416/393-4636 or check
www.city.toronto.on.ca/ttc.

Weather Call the talking yellow pages (@ 416/292-1010) for a current
weather report and lots of other information. Or check the Toronto Star's
website, www.thestar.com.



Where to Stay

Toronto has no shortage of hotels.
Whether you're seeking old-world ele-
gance in a historic building or looking
for all the conveniences of the office in
your home away from home, you'll
find it here. Similarly you'll find a
range that spans intimate boutique
inns to monolithic hotels.

Wherever you stay though, make
sure to get the best deal you can. Prox-
imity to major attractions, such as the
Harbourfront Centre, SkyDome, and
the Eaton Centre, can cost a bundle.
Even budget hotels may charge more
than C$100 (US$70) a night in the
high season, which runs from April to
October. And remember to factor in
the 5% accommodations tax and the
7% GST into what you spend (note
that if you're not a Canadian resident,
you can get a tax refund on the GST;
see “Fast Facts: Toronto” in chapter 3
for details).

There are some guidelines to keep in
mind when booking your accommoda-
tions. First, always ask for a discount
when you book your accommodations.
Even the most expensive luxury hotel
will reduce its rates during the low sea-
son and on weekends, and sometimes
simply because the hotel isn't full. This
discount can be anywhere from 20% to
50%—after all, having a guest pay a
reduced rate is preferable to having an
empty room that generates no revenue.

Do not be shy—always ask for a
deal. If you belong to a group (such as
the military, seniors, students, or an
auto club), so much the better. You'll
qualify for an instant discount as long
as you have appropriate ID. Members
of frequent flyer clubs may qualify for

discounts, room upgrades, or other
perks—if they ask for them. A hotel
may offer special packages, which
might include theater tickets, meals,
or museum passes with the cost of
your accommodations. At the risk of
sounding like a broken record, I will
say it again: Always ask for a deal.

When you make your reservations,
it’s important to keep in mind what
you're planning to see and do. Toronto
is a vast metropolis, with attractions,
dining districts, and ethnic communi-
ties scattered throughout. Keep in
mind that you want to be as close as
possible to the sights that interest you
most.

I have grouped accommodations by
price and location. Most are in the
neighborhoods defined in chapter 3 as
Downtown West, Downtown East,
Midtown West, the East End, and
Uptown. I've also included a few
hotels to the east of the city and close
to Pearson International Airport.

TWO IMPORTANT NOTES ON
PRICES The prices quoted in this
chapter are rack rates; discounts can
knock the price down as much as
50%. The 5% accommodations tax
and the 7% GST are refunded to non-

residents upon application  (see
“Taxes” under “Fast Facts: Toronto,”
in chapter 3).

A NOTE TO NONSMOKERS
Hotels that reserve floors for nonsmok-
ers are now commonplace, so we dont
single them out in this guide. However,
people who want a smoke-free room
should make that clear when making a
reservation. Rooms for smokers are



concentrated on particular floors, and
the rooms and even the hallways in
those areas tend to smell strongly of
smoke, even in the cleanest hotels.
Never assume that you'll get a smoke-
free room if you dont specifically
request one.

BED-AND-BREAKFASTS A B&B
can be an excellent—and relatively
inexpensive—alternative to standard
hotel accommodations. Toronto Bed
& Breakfast, 253 College St., PO. Box
269, Toronto, ON M5T 1R5 (@ 877/
922-6522 or 416/588-8800; www.
torontobandb.com), has a list of 12
accommodations in the city. Doubles
cost roughly C$75 to $125 (US$52—
$88). The organization will make your
reservation and send you a confirma-
tion. The Downtown Association of
Bed-and-Breakfast Guest Houses,
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MS5T 2W1 (@ 416/368-1420;5 www.
bnbinfo.com), lists only nonsmoking
B&Bs. Doubles range from C$70 to
$130 (US$49-$91). Bed and Break-
fast Canada, PO. Box 46093, College
Park Post Office, 44 Yonge St.,
Toronto, ON M5B 218 (@ 416/363-
6362; www.bbcanada.com), has a very
long list of independent B&B opera-
tors. Doubles run from about C$65 to

$130 (US$45-$91).

ACCOMMODATIONS SERVICES
If youre having trouble finding a
hotel, call Tourism Toronto (@ 800/
363-1990 or 416/203-2600), for
advice and special deals.

FOR TRAVELERS IN NEED If
you run into trouble in Toronto and
you need a place to stay, call the Trav-
ellers Aid Society of Toronto (@) 416/
366-7788). The organization provides

PO. Box 190, Station B, Toronto, ON

shelter for people in crisis situations.

1 Downtown West
VERY EXPENSIVE

Hilton Toronto && The Hilton Toronto isnt what it used to be: With a gor-
geous C$25 million (US$18 million) renovation completed in the spring of
2000, it became one of the most attractive hotels in the city. On the western edge
of the Financial District, the 32-story Hilton boasts generously sized rooms dec-
orated with streamlined luxury in mind. Because of the hotel’s excellent location
overlooking the wide boulevard of University Avenue, many rooms (and the glass
elevators) have superb vistas. Because of its proximity to the Financial District,
the Hilton is a favorite among business travelers. Executive rooms include perks
such as an ultraplush terry bathrobe, a trouser press, and access to a private
lounge that serves complimentary breakfast and evening snacks.

The Hilton is more cutting-edge than you'd expect from a business hotel,
making it a sophisticated choice. The design of the grand foyer is dramatic, with
an illuminated canopy, floor lights and backlights, and copious use of glass.
There are photographic art exhibits on the public floors. Last but not least, as
part of its renovation, the Hilton unveiled the magnificent Tundra, which serves
top-notch Canadian cuisine (review on p. 86).

145 Richmond St. W., Toronto, ON M5H 2L2. @) 800/445-8667 or 416/869-3456. Fax 416/869-1478. www.
hilton.com. 601 units. C$269-$449 (US$188-$314) double. Extra person C$22 (US$15). Children 18 and
under stay free in parent's room. Weekend packages available. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$22 (US$15). Subway:
0Osgoode. Amenities: 3 restaurants; bar; indoor and outdoor lap pools; health club; Jacuzzi; sauna; children’s

programs; concierge; business center; 24-hr. room service; massage; babysitting; same-day laundry service/dry
cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

Hotel Le Germain &&% The Groupe Germain has become something of a
legend in Québec for its excellent boutique hotels. Their first Toronto venture has
been eagerly anticipated, and in spring 2003 it opened to instant accolades. Located
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in Toronto’s Entertainment District, the Hotel Le Germain has an elegant but
slightly offbeat sensibility. Its design is edgier than what you'll find in other Toronto
hotels. The public spaces are magnificent: The vast lobby manages the amazing
trick of being at once intimate and grand. The library lounge area boasts a fireplace,
an espresso maker, a wall of objets d’art, and cozy white couches. The breakfast
“room” on the second floor is like an expansive landing (there’s a staircase that leads
down from here to the lobby), and the tables are all communal. Attention is paid
to the smallest details, which explains why the elevators are “wrapped” in words of
English and French poetry, and why the corridors are so broad (the Groupe Ger-
main built this hotel from scratch, so they could do exactly as they pleased).

The guest rooms are just as precise: The ceilings are high, the desk can be
moved around to your liking (it’s attached to the wall on one side), and the linens
and robes are by Frette. My favorite feature, though, is the glass wall in every
bathroom, which allows light in from the main room and makes everything feel
more spacious (there are blinds for those who want their privacy). All guests have
access to the exercise room on the 11th floor, which has floor-to-ceiling windows
and an open-air terrace. The hotel will also pair you up with a personal trainer or
arrange for an in-room massage for you (there are extra fees for these services).
30 Mercer St., Toronto, ON M. @) 866/345-9501 or 416/345-9500. Fax 416/345-9501. www.germaintoronto.
com. 122 units. From C$225 (US$158) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$25 (US$17.50). Subway: St. Andrew.
Amenities: Restaurant; bar; health club; concierge; business center; 24-hr. room service; laundry service; dry
cleaning. /n room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron, safe.

SoHo Metropolitan Hotel &&% I'm a huge fan of the Metropolitan Hotel
(below), and so I've been anxiously awaiting the latest Toronto venture by this
small hotel group. This new boutique hotel—opened in April 2003—does not
disappoint. This is grown-up elegance at its most refined.

The guest rooms are beautiful: A serene palette of neutral tones and blond
wood make for a soothing setting. But more importantly, the SoHo Met’s rooms
make the best use of technology I've found in any Toronto hotel. Its as if the
designers compiled a list of all of the most frustrating aspects about staying in a
hotel room and resolved to fix them. Hate hopping into bed and then discover-
ing you have to jump out again to turn out a light? All of the lights in the room
can be controlled by switches right next to the headboard. Hate opening and
closing curtains and drapes? All it takes here is the flick of another switch. Even
better, another control will lower a privacy screen that lets light in but shields
you from view. The marble bathroom floor heats up at your command. The in-
room safe is big enough for a laptop and has an outlet inside so you can charge
your computer battery. There are no tatty DO NOT DISTURB signs; instead,
another control panel lets you indicate your desire to be left alone or request
housekeeping as need be. And of course the telephones are cordless (it’s a small
thing but one I wish that other hotels would understand is important).

The SoHo Met is also home to one of Toronto’s best restaurants, Senses

(p- 90). It’s appropriately named, because all of your senses will be charmed by
this property. This is an excellent choice for business and leisure travelers; the
only people I wouldn't recommend this property for are those with kids in tow,
as it’s a very glamorous spot for grown-ups.
318 Wellington St. W., Toronto, ON M5V 3T4. @) 800/668-6600 or 416/599-8800. Fax 416/599-8801. www.
metropolitan.com/soho. 86 units. From C$295 (US$207) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Valet parking C$15
(US$10.50), self-parking C$10 (US$7). Subway: St. Andrew. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; health club;
concierge; business center; 24-hr. room service; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, mini-
bar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron, safe.
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EXPENSIVE

Fairmont Royal York && Looming across from Union Station, Toronto’s
hub for rail travel, is the Fairmont Royal York, a historic hotel built by the Cana-
dian-Pacific Railroad in 1929. Fairmont hotels across the country tend to the
gigantic, and this one is no exception, with 1,365 guest rooms and suites, and
35 meeting and banquet rooms.

The old-fashioned lobby is magnificent, and just sitting on a plush couch and
watching the crowd is an event. Still, you have to decide whether you want to
stay under the same roof with more than 1,000 others—business travelers, shop-
pers, tour groups, and particularly conventioneers. Service is remarkably effi-
cient but necessarily impersonal; the downtown location, just steps from the
Entertainment District and the Hummingbird Centre, is excellent.

Guest rooms, though furnished with charming antique reproductions, are a
mixed bag. Some are reasonably airy, but there’s generally not much spare space.
If youre willing to spring for a Fairmont Gold room, you'll stay on a private floor
with superior, spacious rooms, separate check-in and concierge, a private lounge,
and complimentary breakfast (the extra cost is well worth it, in my opinion).

If youre interested in pampering yourself, ask about special spa packages—
the Elizabeth Milan Day Spa, in the shopping arcade, is one of the best in the
city. Among the multitude of dining and drinking spots in the hotel, the don’t-
miss ones are Epic (p. 88) and the Library Bar, which serves the best martinis in
the city.

In summer 2002, the Fairmont launched its ongoing VIP (Very Important Pets)
program: For an extra C$30 (US$21) per night, guests and their furry friends can
stay in a special “dog friendly” room that comes with toys, treats, and other ameni-
ties. (Part of the extra fee is donated to the Toronto Humane Society.)

The hotel pays particular attention to accessibility, making adaptations to
some guest rooms, so that they are specially designed for wheelchair users, the
hearing impaired, and the visually impaired. And Fairmont completed renova-
tions in 2003 that made every public area in the hotel wheelchair-accessible.
100 Front St. W., Toronto, ON M5J 1E3. @) 800/441-1414. Fax 416/368-9040. www.fairmont.com. 1,365
units. C$175-$370 (US$123-$259) double. Packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$26 (US$18).
Subway: Union. Pets accepted. Amenities: 5 restaurants; 4 bars/lounges; skylit indoor pool; health club; spa
(with special packages for guests); Jacuzzi; sauna; concierge; car-rental desk; business center; shopping
arcade; salon; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; same-day laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dat-
aport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

The Metropolitan Hotel &&% One of the few major hotels in Toronto that
isn’t part of a large chain, the Metropolitan prides itself on offering a boutique
atmosphere (for the group’s new and genuine boutique hotel, see the SoHo Met
review above). The hotel caters to a business-oriented clientele, and it offers
many of the same features and amenities as its competitors at a comparatively
lower cost (which is not to say it’s inexpensive, just very competitive). Just off
Dundas Street West, the hotel is a 5-minute stroll north of the business district
and about 2 minutes west of the Eaton Centre. But why walk when you can take
advantage of the complimentary limo service to any downtown core address?
That perk is just one of the ways in which the Metropolitan attempts to com-
pete with its pricier competitors. Rooms are well sized and furnished with comfort
in mind. The luxury and executive suites boast Jacuzzis, Dolby Surround Sound
televisions, and CD players. Many rooms also feature two-line cordless phones.
The two restaurants are huge draws. Lai Wah Heen (p. 89), which serves clas-
sic Cantonese cuisine, is a top choice for business entertaining with natives as
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well as visitors. The modern-style ground-floor Hemispheres restaurant offers a
Continental menu. Also, the Metropolitan has a partnership with the Toronto
Symphony Orchestra, which offers guests special packages.

108 Chestnut St., Toronto, ON M5G 1R3. @) 416/977-5000. Fax 416/977-9513. www.metropolitan.com. 425
units. C$280-$310 (US$196-$217) double. Children 17 and under stay free in parent's room. AE, DC, DISC,
MG, V. Valet parking C$24 (US$17), self-parking C$19 (US$13). Subway: St. Patrick. Amenities: 2 restaurants;
bar; indoor pool; health club; sauna; Jacuzzi; concierge; courtesy limo; 24-hr. business center (w/PCs and
Macs); limited room service; massage; babysitting; same-day laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV,
dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron, safe.

Radisson Plaza Hotel Admiral While not exactly small, the Radisson has
an intimate, clubby feel. It overlooks Lake Ontario and is steps from the Har-
bourfront Centre. Its location can be seen as a big plus or a big minus. On the
one hand, guests have beautiful lakefront vistas, as well as close access to one of
Canada’s premier arts centers and to the Toronto Islands. But this area of town
can feel completely desolate at night. Toronto’s waterfront, south of the hideous
Gardiner Expressway, is woefully underdeveloped, making it a must to travel
northward to seck good food, shopping, and entertainment. If your primary
concern is location, this probably isn’t the hotel for you.

What the Radisson does well is exploit its location for those who want to feel

that they’re getting away from the city without actually leaving it. This works
especially well in summer. Its nautical-theme decor includes lacquered wood and
gleaming brass in the lobby, with oil paintings of marine scenes littering the
walls. The rooms are generally not large, but they are nicely appointed and boast
floor-to-ceiling windows. Lakefront rooms offer superb views, and all guests can
enjoy the sights (and a dip in the outdoor pool) on the roof deck.
249 Queens Quay W., Toronto, ON M5J 2N5. (@) 800/333-3333 or 416/203-3333. Fax 416/203-3100. www.
radisson.com/torontoca_admiral. 157 units. C$189-$299 (US$132-$209) double. Extra person C$20
(US$14). Weekend packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$18 (US$12). Subway: Union, then LRT
to Rees St. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; outdoor pool; health club; Jacuzzi; concierge; business center; 24-hr.
room service; laundry service. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

Renaissance Toronto Hotel at SkyDome A while ago, I was traveling and
met a woman who had just visited Toronto. I asked where shed stayed, and she
told me that it was at “that hotel where they filmed people having sex and put
it on a big screen.” This is #hat hotel. It’s a dream come true for dichard baseball
fans—70 rooms overlook the diamond’s verdant Astroturf. Unfortunately, those
who enjoy the view should remember that it goes both ways: Just after it opened,
the hotel became notorious when the amorous antics of a pair of guests ended
up on the JumboTron (the giant screen that’s supposed to be showing the on-
field action). The incident is now a minor local legend. The lesson: All rooms
have shades—remember to use them.

The hotel finished a C$10 million (US$7 million) renovation and refurbish-

ment in 2001. The guest rooms are pretty much all a good size, but there’s a def-
inite pecking order: Rooms that face the city are the least expensive, with
uninspiring views. Still, this is a strong contender as a tourist hotel—its in a
great location for theater, dining, and sights.
1 Blue Jays Way, Toronto, ON M5V 1)4. @ 800/237-1512 or 416/341-7100. Fax 416/341-5091. www.
renaissancehotels.com/yyzbr. 348 units. City view from C$189 (US$132) double; field side from C$305
(US$214) double. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$18 (US$12). Subway: Union. Amenities: Restaurant; bar;
indoor pool; squash courts; health club; sauna; concierge; business center; 24-hr. room service; same-day
laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.
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The Sheraton Centre Toronto &4 ®ds A convention favorite, the Shera-
ton is across the street from New City Hall, a block from the Eaton Centre, and
a short stroll from the trendy restaurant and boutique area of Queen Street West.
It’s entirely possible to stay here and never venture outside—the Sheraton com-
plex includes restaurants, bars, and a cinema, and the building connects to
Toronto’s fabled underground city. If you long for a patch of green, the hotel
provides that, too: The south side of the lobby contains a manicured garden with
a waterfall. Am I making the place sound like a monolith? Well, it is. But it’s an
excellent home base for families because of its location and extensive list of
child-friendly features, including a children’s center and huge pool.

Most of the guest rooms in this skyscraper-heavy neighborhood lack a serious

view, though as you near the top of the 46-story complex, the sights are inspir-
ing indeed. Designed for business travelers, Club Level rooms were renovated in
2001; they contain mini business centers with a fax/printer/copier and two-line
speakerphone.
123 Queen St. W., Toronto, ON M5H 2M9. (@) 800/325-3535 or 416/361-1000. Fax 416/947-4854. www.
sheratoncentretoronto.com. 1,377 units. C$260-$295 (US$182-$207) double. Extra person C$20 (US$14).
2 children 17 and under stay free in parent's room. Packages available. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$28 (US$20).
Subway: Osgoode. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; gigantic heated indoor/outdoor pool; health club; sauna;
spa; Jacuzzi; children’s center; concierge; activities desk; business center; shopping arcade; 24-hr. room serv-
ice; babysitting; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, dataport, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

Toronto Marriott Eaton Centre Attention, shoppers: Those who want
proximity to Toronto’s central shrine to commerce should seriously consider
checking in here. Connected to the Eaton Centre, the Marriott is just a few
minutes’ walk from the financial and theater districts, Chinatown, and Sky-
Dome. This hotel caters to the tourist crowd: While a good concierge at any
hotel can point you in the direction of, say, a hot restaurant, the Marriott has
desks set up to facilitate day-trip planning and other activities. Because of its
unmatched location, this is an excellent choice for determined sightseers. One
caveat is that the area immediately surrounding the Eaton Centre veers toward
the grungy and depressing; it isn’t dangerous, but it is pickpocket heaven.

Most of the Marriott’s guest rooms are well sized—all the better to store your
loot. The views from many of the rooms aren’ the best, because you'll find office
towers in all directions. A pleasant surprise is the view of the beautiful 19th-century
Holy Trinity Church from the Parkside restaurant.

525 Bay St. (at Dundas St Toronto, ON M5G 2L2. ©) 800/905-0667 or 416/597-9200. Fax 416/597-9211. www.
marriotteatoncentre.com. 459 units. C$189-$239 (US$132-$167) double. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$16
(US$11). Subway: Dundas. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 2 bars; indoor rooftop pool; health club; Jacuzzi; sauna;

concierge; activities desk; car-rental desk; business center; 24-hr. room service; massage; same-day laundry serv-
ice and dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

Westin Harbour Castle & A popular spot for conventions, the Westin is on
the lakefront, just across from the Toronto Islands ferry docks and down the
road from the Harbourfront Centre and Queens Quay. Not surprisingly, the
views are among the best in the city. The trade-off is that, like the nearby Radis-
son Plaza Hotel Admiral, this hotel is somewhat out of the way. It’s a 5-minute
walk to Union Station, but to get there you have to cross under the Gardiner
Expressway, one of the ugliest and most desolate patches of the city. The hotel
tries to get around this difficulty with shuttle bus service; there’s also a public-
transit stop and a queue of cabs at the hotel. But it’s unlikely you'll want to go
for an evening stroll around here.
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Perhaps recognizing the lack of things to do in the vicinity, management has

populated the hotel with attractions. The dining options are extremely fine: The
excellent restaurant, Toula, attracts Toronto residents as well as visitors in droves.
There are also terrific sports facilities, giving this monolithic hotel the feel of a
resort. Who needs to go outside anyway?
1 Harbour Sq., Toronto, ON M5J 1A6. @) 800/WESTIN-1 or 416/869-1600. Fax 416/361-7448. www.westin.
com/harbourcastle. 977 units. C$180-$360 (US$126-$252) double; from C$335 (US$235) suite. Extra person
€$30 (US$21). Children stay free in parent's room. Weekend packages available. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$25
(US$18). Subway: Union, then LRT to Queens Quay. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; indoor pool; 2 tennis
courts; 2 squash courts; excellent health club; spa; Jacuzzi; sauna; children’s center; concierge; business cen-
ter; salon; 24-hr. room service; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker,
hair dryer, iron.

MODERATE

Delta Chelsea &4 ids alwe While not a budget hotel, the Delta Chelsea
offers bang for the buck. Its downtown location draws heaps of tour groups and
a smattering of business travelers, its family-friendly facilities lure those with
tykes, and its weekend packages capture the cost-conscious. It's impossible for a
hotel to be all things to all people, but the Delta Chelsea comes pretty close.
Luxury seekers should look elsewhere, and backpackers won't be able to afford
it, but the Delta Chelsea is talented at meeting the needs of everyone in between.

The Delta Chelsea celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2000, when it opened
Bb33 Bistro and Brasserie, a two-in-one restaurant with a formal dining room
and a fuss-free buffet room. The guest rooms, many of which were renovated in
2001, are as bright and cheery as ever; a few have kitchenettes. On the Signature
Club floor for business travelers, rooms have cordless speakerphones, faxes, well-
stocked desks, and ergonomic chairs.

One special feature of the Delta Chelsea is its entertainment department. The

hotel has partnerships with CanStage, Soupepper Theatre, the CN Tower, and
the Canadian National Exhibition, to mention a few. Guests enjoy access to
tickets for everything from blockbuster shows to special events.
33 Gerrard St.W., Toronto, ON M5G 1Z4. @) 800/243-5732 or 416/595-1975. Fax 416/585-4362. www.delta
hotels.com. 1,590 units. C$129-$340 (US$90-$238) double; C$149-$360 (US$104-$252) deluxe double;
€$195-$380 (US$137-$266) Signature Club double (business floor); from C$475 (US$333) suite. Extra per-
son C$20 (US$14). Children 17 and under stay free in parent's room. Weekend packages available. AE, DC,
DISC, MC, V. Valet parking C$26 (US$18); self-parking C$21 (US$15; parking available only to 575 cars). Sub-
way: College. Amenities: 3 restaurants; 3 bars; 2 pools (1 for adults only); health club; Jacuzzi; sauna; chil-
dren'’s center; billiards room; concierge; activities desk; business center; salon; babysitting; laundry service; dry
cleaning. /n room: AIC, TV, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

Holiday Inn on King The blinding-white facade of this building suggests
that some architect mistook Toronto for the tropics. No matter—its location is
hot, with the Theater District, gourmet ghetto, Chinatown, and SkyDome
nearby (in fact, its location is better than that of any other hotel in this price cat-
egory except the Delta Chelsea). Its also close to the Financial District, which
explains the mix of business travelers and vacationers. Half the floors are office
space; guest rooms start at the 9th floor and go up to the 20th. The good-sized,
pastel-colored rooms are vintage Holiday Inn.

370 King St. W. (at Peter St.), Toronto, ON M5V 1J9. @) 800/263-6364 or 416/599-4000. Fax 416/599-7394.
www.hiok.com. 431 units. C$179-$319 (US$125-$223) double. Extra person C$15 (US$11). AE, DISC, MC, V.
Parking C$18 (US$12). Subway: St. Andrew. Pets accepted. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; small outdoor pool;
health club; Jacuzzi; sauna; limited room service; massage. In room: AIC, TV, coffeemaker, hair dryer.
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INEXPENSIVE

Hotel Victoria In a landmark downtown building near the Hummingbird
Centre and the Hockey Hall of Fame, the Victoria boasts the glamorous touches
of an earlier age, such as crown moldings and marble columns in the lobby. It’s
Toronto’s second-oldest hotel (built in 1909), but all of the guest rooms under-
went a complete renovation in 2000, and the facilities are upgraded yearly. Because
of its small size, the 48-room hotel offers an unusually high level of personal
service and attention, which you normally wouldn't expect in a budget accommo-
dation; the staff is fluent in several languages. Standard rooms are on the small side
but are nicely put together; deluxe rooms are larger and have coffeemakers and
minifridges.

56 Yonge St. (at Wellington St.), Toronto, ON M5E 1G5. (@) 800/363-8228 or 416/363-1666. Fax 416/363-
7327. www.hotelvictoria-toronto.com. 48 units. C$129-$169 (US$90-$118) double. Extra person C$15
(US$11). Rates include continental breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$20 (US$14). Subway: King. Amenities:
Restaurant; access to nearby health club; babysitting; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, dataport,
hair dryer, iron.

The Strathcona & @awe The Strathcona has a unique status: It’s pretty much
the only budget hotel in the Financial District, and for years it has been one of the
best buys in the city. It sits in the shadow of the Royal York, making this hotel a
short walk from all major downtown attractions. If you want to be in this neigh-
borhood but don’t want to pay a bundle, this is your best option. The trade-offs
aren’t as extensive as you might think. The Strathcona’s rooms may be on the small
side, but they are designed with efficiency in mind. The hotel doesn’t have a health
club, but guests have access to the nearby Wellington Club for a C$10 (US$7) fee.
60 York St., Toronto, ON M5J 158. @) 800/268-8304 or 416/363-3321. Fax 416/363-4679. www.thestrathcona
hotel.com. 193 units. May-Oct C$129-$179 (US$90-$125) double; Nov—Apr C$109-$139 (US$76-$97) dou-
ble. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking nearby C$20 (US$14). Subway: Union. Amenities: Cafe; bar; access to nearby health
club; bike rental; children’s center; concierge; tour desk; car-rental desk; babysitting; limited room service; laun-
dry service; dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, iron.

2 Downtown East
VERY EXPENSIVE

Cambridge Suites Hotel &4& This hotel has three main selling points: loca-
tion, location, and location. Sitting on the edge of the Financial District, it caters
to a corporate crowd that never wants to be more than a few steps from the office.
Of course there are other drawing cards, such as the fact that all units are suites.
The empbhasis is on luxury, and the Cambridge succeeds in making its point.
The suites start at a generous 550 square feet and move up to deluxe duplexes.
(In fact, the Jacuzzi-outfitted penthouse suites have come to the attention of
celebrities tired of Toronto’s tried-and-true star-catering hotels; the views are
breathtaking.) The amenities for business travelers are solid. If you can drag
yourself away from the comfy desk area, which has two two-line telephones and
a fax, you can enjoy some of the comforts of home: refrigerator, microwave, and
dining ware, plus coffee, tea, and snacks. And if you hand over your shopping
list, the staff will stock the fridge, too.
15 Richmond St. E. (near Yonge St.), Toronto, ON M5C 1N2. @ 800/463-1990 or 416/368-1990. Fax
416/601-3751. www.cambridgesuiteshotel.com. 231 units. From €$219 (US$153). Rates include continental
breakfast. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$20 (US$14). Subway: Queen. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; small
health club (and access to much larger health club nearby); Jacuzzi; sauna; spa; concierge; business center;
limited room service; babysitting; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, fax, dataport, minibar, fridge,
coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.
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Le Royal Meridien King Edward Hotel &4 At one time, the King Eddy
was the only place in Toronto that Hollywood royalty like Liz Taylor and Richard
Burton would consider staying. In the 1980s, after many years of neglect, a group
of local investors spent C$40 million (US$28 million) to rescue it. The result
recalls its former glory, with rosy marble columns and a glass-domed rotunda
dominating the lobby. The sense of grandeur carries into the accommodations.
Not every room is spacious in terms of square footage, but their uniformly high
ceilings give them a sweeping grandeur that is rare to find. The rooms are also
charmingly appointed; unlike those at many competitors, where youd be hard-
pressed to tell the difference between one room and the next, these guest rooms
have been decorated with a personal touch. The bathrooms are particularly nice,
with generously proportioned marble tubs.

The formal dining room, Café Victoria, wins solid reviews for its cooking. This
is one of the most glamorous settings in the city, and its astonishing Edwardian
beauty is the reason the hotel wasn't torn down in the 1970s. Just off the lobby is
a mirrored lounge that serves a traditional English afternoon tea; I highly recom-
mend partaking in this delicious pastime whether or not you're a guest in the hotel
(if you do, try the Lady Grey tea—its irresistible). The wood-paneled Consort
Bar is wonderfully clubby, and its 2.5m-high (8-ft.) windows afford fun people-
watching while you sip a champagne cockrail. It’s got a surprising long menu,
which includes everything from crispy calamari to thin-crust pizzas.

37 King St. E., Toronto, ON M5C 2E9. @) 800/543-4300 or 416/863-3131. Fax 416/367-5515. www.lemeridien-
kingedward.com. 294 units. C$375-$450 (US$263-$315) double; from C$800 (US$560) suite. Children 12 and

(ks Family-Friendly Hotels

Delta Chelsea (p. 64) This is a perennial family favorite—with good
cause. In March 2003, the hotel opened the Family Fun Zone, a multi-
room play area with live bunnies and fish, a video arcade, and the only
waterslide in downtown Toronto. You can play together in the family
pool here or drop off the tyke for babysitting. Kids will enjoy the in-
room family movies, Super Nintendo, cookie jar (replenished daily), and
nightly turndown gift. Further reducing the strain on the family purse,
kids have a half-price menu at some of the Delta Chelsea’s restaurants.
Four Seasons Hotel Toronto (p. 68) A hop and a skip from the Royal
Ontario Museum, this hotel has its own attractions. There are free bicy-
cles and video games for borrowing, and an indoor-outdoor pool.
Upon arrival, room service brings the kids complimentary cookies and
milk. The concierge and housekeeping staff work magic, including
conjuring up excellent babysitting services.

The Sheraton Centre Toronto (p. 63) The endless attractions of this
complex—including restaurants with special menus for tykes, and a
cinema—mean there’s a lot to keep the kiddies entertained. There’s a
supervised play center as well as on-call babysitting services. Kids also
enjoy in-room video games and a welcome gift. There are a limited
number of Family Guest Rooms, which boast a toy chest, some kiddie-
size furniture, a fridge and a microwave.
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under stay free in parent's room. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$26 (US$18). Subway: King. Pets accepted. Amenities:
2 restaurants; bar; health club; Jacuzzi; sauna; concierge; 24-hr. room service, babysitting; laundry service; dry
cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, fax, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, iron.

MODERATE

Bond Place Hotel The location is right—a block from the Eaton Centre,
around the corner from the Pantages and Elgin theaters—and so is the price.
Perhaps that's why this hotel tends to be popular with tour groups. (The fact
that the staff speaks several European and Asian languages doesn’t hurt, either.)
The rooms are on the small side, but all were freshened up in a 2002 renovation
and refurbishment.

65 Dundas St. E., Toronto, ON M5B 2G8. (@) 800/268-9390 or 416/362-6061. Fax 416/360-6406. www.bond
placehoteltoronto.com. 287 units. High season C$140 (US$98) single or double; low season C$79 (US$55)
single or double. Extra person C$15 (US$11). Weekend packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$12

(US$8.40). Subway: Dundas. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; concierge; tour desk; car-rental desk; limited room
service; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, iron.

Courtyard Toronto Downtown & Anyone who knows the Marriott chain
of hotels knows that their Courtyard hotels are usually out of the city center, not
smack-dab in the middle of things. Here’s one exception: Marriott has taken on
an over-the-hill property near Yonge & College (the former Westbury Hotel),
stripped it down to its skeleton, and built it back up as a bright and shiny Court-
yard by Marriott in 1999. The result is exactly what this neighborhood needed.
The location is equally convenient to the Financial District downtown and the
chic cafes and shops of Midtown—a claim few other hotels in the city can make.
The lobby with its double-sided fireplace has a surprisingly intimate feel given
the size of the hotel (truth be told, there’s actually a separate reception area for
tour groups, and that’s why). The guest rooms don’t tend to be big, but they do
have a lot of comforts, including windows that open, high-speed Internet access
ports, and a second sink outside of the bathroom. Like all Marriott hotels, there
is an ongoing refurbishment program here, so the guest rooms tend to look fresh
rather than lived-in. While Courtyards are generally regarded as business hotels,
this one has family-friendly facilities such as a children’s wading pool.
475 College St., Toronto, ON M4Y 1X7. @) 800/847-5075 or 416/924-0611. Fax 416/924-8692. www.courtyard.
comlyyzcy. 575 units. C$149 (US$104) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Valet parking C$20 (US$14), self-parking C$15
(US$10.50). Subway: College. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; health club; tour desk; business center; limited room
service; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron, safe.

Days Inn & Conference Centre Toronto Downtown Now that Maple
Leaf Gardens is semi-retired (hockey has moved to the Air Canada Centre), the
Days Inn’s location isn't what it used to be. Still, this hotel isn’t far from the
downtown core, and its reasonable rates continue to draw business, particularly
with those traveling for leisure (and on a budget). Also, extensive renovations in
2000 and ongoing improvements through 2002 have really spruced up both the
public areas and the guest rooms.

30 Carlton St., Toronto, ON M5B 2E9. @) 800/329-7466 or 416/977-6655. Fax 416/977-0502. www.daysinn.
com. 536 units. C$99-$169 (US$69-$118) double. Extra person C$15 (US$11). Children 17 and under stay
free in parent's room. Summer discounts available. AE, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$15 (US$11). Subway: College.
Amenities: Restaurant; bar; indoor pool; sauna; concierge; tour desk; car-rental desk; laundry service; dry
cleaning. /n room: AIC, TV, dataport, fridge, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

INEXPENSIVE
Neill-Wycik College Hotel During the school year, this is a residence for
nearby Ryerson Polytechnic University. Some students work here in the summer,
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when the Neill-Wycik morphs into a guesthouse. Travelers on tight budgets
won't mind the minimalist approach—rooms have beds, chairs, desks, and
phones, but no air-conditioning or TVs (although there is a TV lounge). Groups
of five bedrooms share two bathrooms and one kitchen with a refrigerator and
stove. The hotel has two roof decks, on the 5th and 23rd floors. It’s less than a
5-minute walk to the Eaton Centre. The neighborhood is not as appealing as
that around Victoria University at the University of Toronto, which offers a sim-
ilar arrangement (p. 71).

96 Gerrard St. E. (between Church and Jarvis sts.), Toronto, ON M5B 1G7. @) 800/268-4358 or 416/977-
2320. Fax 416/977-2809. www.neill-wycik.com. 300 units (none w/private bathroom). C$61 (US$42) double;

€$70 (US$49) family (2 adults plus children). MC, V. Closed Sept—early May. Limited parking nearby C$10
(US$7). Subway: College. Amenities: Cafe; sauna; 24-hr. coin-op laundry.

Quality Hotel Downtown Close to the Financial District and the Eaton Cen-
tre, this hotel always seems to be running a special promotion, so be sure to ask
for a deal. Rooms tend to be small, though they do have all the standard ameni-
ties. This is basically a no-frills hotel whose main selling point is its location.

111 Lombard St. (between Adelaide and Richmond sts.), Toronto, ON M5C 2T9. @) 800/4-CHOICE or 416/367-
5555. Fax 416/367-3470. www.choicehotels.ca/cn311. 196 units. C$109-$209 (US$76-$146) double. Rates
include continental breakfast buffet. Children 18 and under stay free in parent's room. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V.
Parking C$16 (US$11). Subway: King or Queen. Amenities: Health club; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room:
AIC, TV, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

3 Midtown West
VERY EXPENSIVE

Four Seasons Hotel Toronto &4 &ids The Four Seasons is famous as the
favored haunt of many visiting celebrities. The Rolling Stones call it home in
Toronto, and during the Toronto International Film Festival every September
you can’t get in here for love or money. The hotel, in the ritzy Yorkville district,
has earned a reputation for offering fine service and complete comfort. While
not even close to being the largest hotel in the city, the building—with its myr-
iad ballrooms, meeting rooms, and restaurants—is monolithic. Its easy to get
lost inside (I've done it myself).

Even if you do get lost, it’s an interesting place. The public areas are decorated

like a French parlor, with marble floors and dramatic floral arrangements. Once
you make it to your room, you'll find that while it may tend to be on the small
side (a standard model is only about 325 sq. ft.), it’s well designed and easy on
the eye. Corner rooms have charming balconies—all the better to appreciate
street scenes. The formal dining room, Truffles, is a Toronto institution (p. 101).
The second-floor Studio Cafe is a favorite with the business crowd; its menu fea-
tures many health-conscious, low-fat dishes. The Avenue bar is a perfect perch
for people-watching—it overlooks Yorkville Avenue.
21 Avenue Rd., Toronto, ON M5R 2G1. @) 800/268-6282 or 416/964-0411. Fax 416/964-2301. www.four
seasons.com. 380 units. C$305-$440 (US$214-$308) double; from C$485 (US$340) suite. Weekend discounts
and packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$25 (US$18). Subway: Bay. Amenities: 2 restaurants;
2 bars/lounges; indoor/outdoor pool; health club; Jacuzzi; bike rental; concierge; weekday courtesy limo to
downtown; business center; 24-hr. room service; in-room massage; babysitting; same-day laundry service/dry
cleaning. /n room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, hair dryer, iron, safe.

InterContinental Toronto &  Just a little west of its higher-profile competitors
the Park Hyatt and the Four Seasons, the InterContinental is less than a
5-minute walk from the Royal Ontario Museum, the Bata Shoe Museum, and
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Yorkville, one of the best shopping districts in the city. It’s a favorite with business
travelers, who appreciate its attentive, personalized service. The atmosphere is
exclusive but low-key. It doesnt get the starry crowd that its rivals draw, either, and
that can be a blessing (anyone who has witnessed some of the weird behavior of
the stars will know exactly what I mean). The building looks nondescript from the
street, but inside, abundant European and Art Deco details give it character. The
spacious guest rooms contain stylish love seats and roomy desks. The focus
throughout the hotel is on business, from room design to the extensive business
center to the Signatures restaurant, which is perfect for entertaining,

220 Bloor St. W., Toronto, ON M5S 1T8. @ 800/267-0010 or 416/960-5200. Fax 416/960-8269. www.
toronto.intercontinental.com. 210 units. C$275-$400 (US$193-$280) double. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$27
(US$19). Subway: St. George. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; indoor pool; health club; sauna; concierge; tour
desk; business center; 24-hr. room service; in-room massage; babysitting; same-day laundry service/dry clean-
ing. In room: AIC, TVIVCR, fax, dataport, minibar, fridge, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron, safe.

Park Hyatt Toronto s&e&&  With its ongoing C$60 million (US$42 million)
renovations, the Park Hyatt has cemented its reputation for being the last word
in luxe. It is, in my opinion, the very best hotel in Toronto at the moment, and
its where I'd choose to stay if price were no object (though both of the new bou-
tique accommodations—the Hétel Le Germain and the SoHo Metropolitan—
are very tempting, t0o).

The location of the Park Hyatt is prime: Its in the posh Yorkville district,
steps from the Royal Ontario Museum and the Bata Shoe Museum. Chicago-
based Hyatt has renovated nearly every corner of the 71-year-old Art Deco
building. The biggest change was the building of the North Tower, which is
entirely new but designed to match the original structure (which is now known
as the South Tower). The guest rooms in the North Tower are among the most
generously proportioned in town—the smallest is 500 square feet. An extensive
renovation and refurbishment of the South Tower was completed in 2003; here,
the guest rooms are smaller, but they are more individual—there are 90 rooms
and 40 different room layouts. All rooms in both towers have free high-speed
Internet access.

A glamorous lobby dotted with Eastern-inspired objets d’art links the North
and South towers. The ground-floor restaurant Annona (p. 101) is a treat for
gourmets. While the Park Hyatt’s neighbor, the Four Seasons, has for years been
luring the glitterati, while the Park Hyatt prides itself on luring the literati. The
18th-floor Roof Lounge is famous for attracting writers (Mordecai Richler
famously called the lounge the only civilized place in Toronto). In winter you
will appreciate the couches in front of the fireplace, but in any other season, the
lounge’s open-air terrace is the place to be for a perfect view of the city (and an
impressive daiquiri).

Another major development for the hotel was the 2001 unveiling of the Still-

water Spa, which is unique in both its design and some of its treatments. One
signature therapy is a “watsu”-style massage, in which you float in a water-filled
room while a therapist applies shiatsu moves—its very soothing. See “Spas &
the City” on p. 149 for a complete review.
4 Avenue Rd., Toronto, ON M5R 2E8. @ 800/233-1234 or 416/925-1234. Fax 416/924-6693. www.park
toronto.hyatt.com. 346 units. C$225-$499 (US$158-$349) double; from €$299 (US$209) suite. Weekend
packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$25 (US$18). Subway: Museum or Bay. Pets accepted.
Amenities: Restaurant; 2 bars; health club; sauna; Jacuzzi; spa; concierge; business center; 24-hr. room serv-
ice; babysitting; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, fax, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer,
iron, safe.
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EXPENSIVE

The Sutton Place Hotel && Although it towers over the intersection of
Bay and Wellesley, The Sutton Place boasts the advantages of a small hotel—
particularly detail-oriented, personalized service. In addition to hosting a galaxy
of stars and celebrities, the hotel draws sophisticated business and leisure travel-
ers in search of serious pampering. The emphasis is on sophistication—famous
guests expect to be left alone, and management protects their privacy. In other
words, no autograph seckers.

The hotel aims for European panache, littering the public spaces with antiques

and tapestries. The spacious guest rooms are decorated in a similar, though scaled-
down, style, and all were refurbished in 2001. A few suites have full kitchens.
Not that youd want to cook while you're here—the lovely ground-floor Accents
restaurant serves continental fare, and across the street the star-studded Bistro 990
produces perfect French cuisine. One downside is that The Sutton Place stands
alone in its neighborhood. It’s about a 10- to 15-minute walk to attractions such
as the Royal Ontario Museum and the Yorkville shopping district.
955 Bay St., Toronto, ON M5S 2A2. () 800/268-3790 or 416/924-9221. Fax 416/924-1778. www.suttonplace.
com. 294 units. C$235-$325 (US$165-$228) double; from C$400 (US$280) suite. Extra person C$20 (US$14).
Children 17 and under stay free in parent's room. Weekend discounts available. AE, DC, MC, V. Valet parking
(€$28 (US$20); self-parking C$20 (US$14). Subway: Wellesley. Pets accepted. Amenities: Restaurant; bar;
indoor pool; health club; sauna; concierge; business center; salon; 24-hr. room service; massage; babysitting;
laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron, safe.

MODERATE

Howard Johnson Yorkville Formerly the Venture Inn, this hotel is a bargain
in a very expensive neighborhood. It’s a little more expensive than it used to be,
but it also has a few more amenities now. The Yorkville location is excellent,
which is the trade-off for small rooms. As with many value-priced hotels, you're
not going to want to spend much time in your room.

89 Avenue Rd., Toronto, ON M5R 2G3. @) 800/446-4656 or 416/964-1220. Fax 416/964-8692. www.hojo-
canada.com. 71 units. C$89-$229 (US$62-$160) double. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V.
Parking C$10 (US$7). Subway: Bay or Museum. Pets accepted. Amenities: Concierge; laundry service; dry
cleaning. /n room: AIC, TV, dataport, hair dryer, iron.

Quality Hotel Midtown @awe Considering this hotel’s tony location—steps
from Yorkville and several museums, including the Royal Ontario Museum—
the price is hard to beat. The rooms are small but comfortable, and outfitted
with well-lit worktables. Choice Club members have access to in-house secre-
tarial services; executive rooms have fax-modem hookups. However, there arent
many other amenities or services. This is a good home base for a leisure traveler
who prizes location over other considerations. If youre not planning on hang-
ing out a lot in your hotel room, it’s a small tradeoff to make for the price.

280 Bloor St. W. (at St. George St.), Toronto, ON M5S 1V8. @) 416/968-0010. www.choicehotels.ca. 210
units. C$139-$209 (US$97-$146) double. Weekend and other packages available. AE, DC, DISC, M, V. Park-
ing C$12 (US$8.40). Subway: St. George. Amenities: Restaurant; coffee shop; access to nearby health club;
limited room service; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

INEXPENSIVE

Howard Johnson Selby Hotel & Suites & @indgs  This hotel is one of Toronto’s
better-kept secrets. Ornate chandeliers, stucco moldings, and high ceilings make
the 1890s Victorian building an absolute stunner. In a predominantly gay neigh-
borhood, the Selby attracts gay and straight couples, as well as seniors (the latter
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group gets special discounts). All of the rooms now have private bathrooms, but
only a few have an old-fashioned claw-foot tub. The staff is very friendly, and while
there’s no concierge, there’s no shortage of advice and recommendations for what
to see and do.

592 Sherbourne St., Toronto, ON M4X 1L4. ) 800/387-4788 or 416/921-3142. Fax 416/923-3177. www.hojo-
canada.com. 82 units. C$79-$119 (US$55-$83) double; C§125-$165 (US$88-$116) suite. Rates include conti-
nental breakfast. AE, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$10 (US$7). Subway: Sherbourne. Amenities: Access to nearhy
health club; laundry room. In room: AIC, TV, coffeemaker.

Victoria University & @awe This is a summer steal: You could not find a bet-
ter deal in this part of town. From early May to late August, Victoria University
(which is federated with the University of Toronto) makes its student accommo-
dations available to travelers. Furnishings are simple—a bed, desk, and chair are
standard—but the surroundings are splendid. Many of the rooms are in Burwash
Hall, a 19th-century building that overlooks a peaceful, leafy quad. All rooms are
down the street from the Royal Ontario Museum, and up the street from Queen’s
Park. Guests are provided with linens, towels, and soap.

140 Charles St. W., Toronto, ON M5S 1K9. @) 416/585-4524. Fax 416/585-4530. accom.victoria@utoronto.ca.
700 units (none w/private bathroom). C$66 (US$46) double. Rates include breakfast. MC, V. Closed Sept-April.
Nearby parking C$12 (US$8.40). Subway: Museum. Amenities: Access to health club with Olympic-size pool;
tennis courts; laundry room. /n room: No phone.

MODERATE

Best Western Roehampton Hotel & Suites The Rochampton is removed
from downtown attractions, but still well located—for some people. It is a short
walk from one of the best dining districts in the city, and a short bus ride from
the Ontario Science Centre and 243 hectares (600 acres) of parkland (including
hiking and cross-country skiing trails, and the Sunnybrook stables). The large,
nicely furnished rooms boast big windows and peaceful views. With the wealth
of hotels downtown, there’s no reason to come this far north unless you need
to—but if you do, this is a nice, relatively inexpensive place to stay.

808 Mount Pleasant Rd., Toronto, ON M4P 2L2. @ 800/387-8899 or 416/487-5101. Fax 416/487-5390.
www.bestwestern.com. 112 units. C$145-$175 (US$102-$123) double. Packages available. Children 17 and
under stay free in parent’s room. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$8 (US$5.60). Subway: Eglinton. Amenities:
Restaurant; outdoor rooftop pool; health club; concierge; limited room service; babysitting; laundry service;
dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

5 The East End

Although it’s not close to the downtown attractions, this area has many sights that
are worth noting. They include the Ontario Science Centre, the Toronto Zoo, the
Scarborough Bluffs (which homesick English settlers compared to the white cliffs
of Dover), and the Scarborough Town Centre, a vast shopping complex.

There are a number of moderately priced chain hotels in this area. They
include Embassy Suites, 8500 Warden Ave., Markham, ON L6G 1A5 (@ 905/
470-8500); Howard Johnson, 940 Progress Ave., Scarborough, ON M1G 3T5
(® 800/446-4656); Radisson, 1250 Eglinton Ave. E., Don Mills, ON M3C
1J3 (@ 416/449-4111); Ramada, 185 Yorkland Blvd., Don Mills, ON M2]
4R2 (@ 800/2-RAMADA); and Sheraton, 2035 Kennedy Rd., Scarborough,
ON MIT 3G2 (® 416/299-1500).
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EXPENSIVE

Westin Prince Hotel & This hotel is less than half an hour from downtown,
but its location and 6 hectares (15 acres) of parkland make it feel like a secluded
resort. The generously proportioned rooms are designed for comfort. Many have
a bay window or balcony, and the view makes Toronto look like one big forest.
Standard features include a refrigerator, two phones, and a marble bathroom.
900 York Mills Rd., Don Mills, ON M3B 3H2. @ 800/WESTIN-1 or 416/444-2511. Fax 416/444-9597. www.
westin.com. 384 units. C$150-$320 (US$105-$224) double. Extra person C$20 (US$14). Children 17 and
under stay free in parent's room. Weekend packages available. AE, DC, MC, V. Free parking. Subway: York
Mills. Amenities: 3 restaurants; bar; outdoor heated pool; 9-hole putting green; tennis courts; health club;
sauna; children’s center; concierge; business center; 24-hr. room service; laundry service; dry cleaning.
In room: AIC, TV, fridge, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

INEXPENSIVE

University of Toronto at Scarborough Like the downtown U of T campus,
this student residence opens to travelers from mid-May to late August. The green-
ery-surrounded student village consists of town houses that sleep a maximum of six.
Each has a complete kitchen, but none has air-conditioning, a telephone, or a TV.
Student Village. Scarborough Campus, University of Toronto, 1265 Military Trail, Scarborough, ON M1C 1A4.
@ 416/287-7356. Fax 416/287-7323. C$180 (US$126) double with 2-night minimum; each additional night
(€$90 (US$63). Family rates available. MC. V. Closed Sept to mid-May. Free parking. Subway: Kennedy, then Scar-
borough Rapid Transit to Ellesmere, then bus no. 95 or 95B to college entrance. By car: Take exit 387 north from
Hwy. 401. Amenities: Cafeteria; pub; access to health club with squash and tennis courts. /n room: No phone.

6 At the Airport

Don'’t be fooled by anyone who tells you that the airport isn’t far from the city.
It’s at least a 30-minute drive to downtown, depending on traffic. A taxi down-
town costs roughly C$36 (US$25); the cheap public-transit options from the
airport take an hour. Many of the hotels along the airport strip cater to business
travelers. Others may wish to stay in this area if theyre planning to divide their
time between Toronto and its outlying areas, such as the Niagara region. Serious
golfers come here for the area’s many golf courses, including the 18-hole cham-
pionship layout at the Royal Woodbine Golf Club.

EXPENSIVE

Hilton Toronto Airport & I'm not enthusiastic about staying out by Pearson
International Airport, but one of the luxuries of doing so is that you can expect
a spacious room. The Hilton certainly makes good on this opportunity. In fact,
one of its main attractions is its 152 minisuites—all of which have a king-size bed
in the bedroom, a sofa bed in the living room, a color TV in both rooms, and
three phones. Another lure is the chain’s well-regarded array of business-oriented
amenities. The building underwent a C$9 million (US$6.3 million) face-lift in
1999, and a smaller renovation in the fall of 2001.

5875 Airport Rd., Mississauga, ON L4V 1N1. @) 800/567-9999 or 905/677-9900. Fax 905/677-7782. ww.
hilton.com. 413 units. From C$219 (US$153) double; from C$244 (US$171) minisuite. Extra person C$25
(US$18). Children stay free in parent's room. Weekend packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$12
(US$8.40). Amenities: Restaurant; bar; indoor pool; nearby golf course; health club; sauna; spa; children’s
center; concierge; car-rental desk; business center; 24-hr. room service; same-day laundry service/dry clean-
ing. In room: AIC, TV, fax, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

Sheraton Gateway Hotel in Toronto International Airport & Talk
about convenience: You don’t even need to go outdoors to get here—just take
the skywalk from Terminal 3 (or a free shuttle from the other terminals). If
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youre planning a very short trip that requires flying out of the city almost as
soon as you fly in, this hotel makes an awful lot of sense. Rooms are comfort-
able, spacious, and, more to the point, fully soundproofed (remember, you're
still at the airport!). Club rooms have extra inducements, such as ergonomic
chairs, a fax/printer/copier, and access to a private lounge that serves compli-
mentary breakfast and snacks.

Toronto AMF, Box 3000, Toronto, ON L5P 1C4. @) 800/325-3535 or 905/672-7000. Fax 905/672-7100.
www.sheraton.com. 474 units. C$190-$280 (US$133-$196) double. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$19
(US$13). Pets accepted. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; indoor pool; health club; Jacuzzi; sauna; concierge; busi-
ness center; 24-hr. room service; in-room massage; babysitting; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC,
TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron, safe.

Wyndham Bristol Place &#& For a hotel by the airport, the Wyndham has
alot to offer. I'd never recommend staying near the airport unless you absolutely
have to, but if you do, the Wyndham is an excellent choice. This is undoubtedly
the most glamorous hotel for miles around—and the only one with a waterfall
in its lobby. The decor throughout the building is sophisticated, but the hotel’s
real claim to fame is its personalized service. (You'll need to register for the Wyn-
dham by Request program, which you can do online at www.wyndham.com; it’s
free, and filling out the questionnaire about everything from your dining to bed-
ding preferences will improve your stay immeasurably.)

Guest rooms are well lit and spacious. Because it’s a 30-minute journey to

downtown Toronto, the good news is that the Wyndham boasts lots of ameni-
ties to keep you in the vicinity. The main dining room, Zachary’s, aims high,
with a seasonal menu and glamorously appointed dining room.
950 Dixon Rd., Toronto, ON MW 5N4. @ 800/WYNDHAM or 416/675-9444. Fax 416/675-4426. www.
wyndham.com. 287 units. C$175-$295 (US$123-$207) double; from C$400 (US$280) suite. Extra person
€$20 (USS$14). Children 17 and under stay free in parent's room. Packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V.
Parking C$12 (US$8.40). Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; large skylit indoor pool; health club; sauna;
concierge; business center; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV,
dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

MODERATE

Regal Constellation Hotel & This hotel has steadily grown into one of the
best bets in the airport region. Its excellent meeting space makes it a favorite for
trade shows and conventions. Because the hotel was constructed piece by piece,
the rooms vary greatly from floor to floor. Every unit is a minisuite with a king
or two double beds, a sturdy desk, and an L-shaped sofa. Not surprisingly, given
the location, the hotel is a self-contained entertainment complex. There are two
restaurants: the Royal Chinese, for formal dining, and the more casual Atrium.
The Banyan Bar offers live entertainment on Friday and Saturday evenings.

900 Dixon Rd., Toronto, ON MOW 1J7. ) 800/222-8888 or 416/675-1500. Fax 416/675-4611. 710 units.
C$115-$195 (US$81-$137). Extra person C$15 (US$11). Children 17 and under stay free in parent's room.
Weekend and honeymoon packages available. AE, DC, MC, V. Parking C$8 (US$5.60). Amenities: 2 restau-
rants; bar; indoor/outdoor pool; exercise room; sauna; concierge; car-rental desk; business center; salon;
24-hr. room service; laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.

Toronto Airport Marriott Hotel One of the newest airport hotels, the Mar-
riott is popular with business travelers. Of course, everything out here is really for
business travelers. However, the Marriott is trying to attract leisure travelers, too,
so expect a weekend discount of up to 50%. Rooms are comfortable and spa-
cious. The amenities are in keeping with the Marriott name—no surprises here.
There are two restaurants off the lobby: Take note of the Mikado, a Japanese
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restaurant where your meal can be cooked right at your table (think food as per-
formance art).

901 Dixon Rd, Toronto, ON MW 1J5. @) 800/905-2811 or 416/674-9400. Fax 416/674-8292. www.marriott.
com. 424 units. C$120-$245 (US$84-$172) double. Extra person C$15 (US$11). Weekend packages avail-
able. AE, D, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$8 (US$5.60). Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; skylit indoor pool; nearby
golf course; health club; Jacuzzi; sauna; concierge; car-rental desk; business center; 24-hr. room service;
babysitting; same-day laundry service/dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, dataport, minibar, coffeemaker, hair
dryer, iron.

INEXPENSIVE

Belaire Hotel Toronto Airport Formerly a Comfort Inn, this hotel offers
simple rooms at reasonable rates. Rooms are decorated in pine, and just big
enough to hold a queen-size bed, dresser, desk and chair, and plush armchair or
loveseat.

240 Belfield Rd., Rexdale, ON MOW 1H3. (@) 416/241-8513. Fax 416/249-4203. 114 units. C$90-$140 (US$63—
$98) double. Extra person C$10 (US$7). Children 17 and under stay free in parent’s room. Rates include
continental breakfast. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant; lounge; limited room service;
laundry service; dry cleaning. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer.

Days Hotel—Toronto Airport For the price, this is a very good bet on the
airport strip; the facilities are similar to those at pricier hotels. The guest rooms
are bright and cheery, and 20 of them were recently renovated to become Cor-
porate Plus rooms geared towards business travelers. Upgraded units have
bathrobes (unusual at a hotel in this price range), irons and ironing boards, and
fax-modem hookups. The Garden Café Restaurant is open all day.

6257 Airport Rd., Mississauga, ON L4V 1N1. @) 800/387-6891 or 905/678-1400. Fax 905/678-9130. www.
daysinn.com. 201 units. C590-$169 (US$63-$118) double. Extra person C$10 (US$7). Children 16 and under stay
free in parent's room. Weekend packages available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Parking C$6 (US$4.20) per day, C$18
(US$13) per week. Amenities: Restaurant; outdoor pool; exercise room; sauna; limited room service; coin-op
laundry. In room: AIC, TV, coffeemaker, hair dryer.

Delta Meadowvale Resort & Conference Centre Set on 9 hectares
(23 acres) of greenery, the Delta has all the attributes of a restful resort. There
are hiking and biking trails, tennis and squash courts, and indoor and outdoor
swimming pools. The cozy rooms have modern wooden furniture, and each
boasts a small balcony, a refrigerator, and two phones. The Regatta Bar & Grille
serves a variety of dishes throughout the day; there are also two lounges for
evening drinks (one only in summer, as it’s out of doors).

6750 Mississauga Rd. (at Hwy. 401), Mississauga, ON L5N 2L3. @) 800/422-8238 or 905/821-1981. Fax
905/542-4036. www.deltahotels.com. 374 units. C$110-$240 (US$77-$168) double. Weekend discounts
available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Free parking. Downtown shuttle C$11 (US$7.70) one-way. Amenities:

2 restaurants; 2 bars; children’s center; business center; salon; 24-hr. room service; babysitting; laundry serv-
ice; dry cleaning. In room: AIC, TV, coffeemaker, hair dryer.

Four Points Sheraton Toronto Airport Talk about getting away from it all:
on a 2.5-hectare (6-acre) woodland site, the Four Points Sheraton offers a relax-
ing—dare I say pastoral?—setting. Guest rooms were last renovated in 2002,
with bathrooms, carpets, and draperies singled out for attention. The lobby,
business center and meeting rooms were also renovated in 2002.

5444 Dixie Rd. (at Hwy. 401), Mississauga, ON L4W 2L2. @) 800/737-3211 or 905/624-1144. Fax 416/
624-9477. www.fourpoints.com/torontoairport. 296 units. C$119-$265 (US$83-$186) double. Extra person
C$15 (US$11). Weekend discounts available. AE, DC, DISC, MC, V. Free parking. Amenities: Restaurant;
indoor pool; health club; Jacuzzi; sauna; children’s center; business center; 24-hr. room service; babysitting;
same-day laundry service/dry cleaning. /n room: AIC, TV, dataport, fridge, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron.
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Where to Dine

Dining out is nothing short of a pas-
sion in Toronto. It’s not that were too
lazy to cook, but we are spoiled by the
embarrassment of edible riches in all
parts of the city. Many restaurants are
just as busy on a Wednesday as they
are on a weekend, because dining out
is a hallmark of the local culture.

The city is a restaurant-goer’s nir-
vana for a wealth of reasons. For
starters, there are more than 5,000
eateries. They represent cooking styles
from any country or nationality you
can name, making Toronto’s culinary
scene both eclectic and palate teasing.
Eating out is also remarkably afford-
able: While the most expensive restau-
rants have some entrees priced above
C$40 (US$28), many more boast top-
notch cooking for bargain-basement
prices—it’s a very competitive market.
(Keep in mind, too, that for American
visitors, even the most expensive
Toronto restaurants aren’t so pricey
given the weak Canadian dollar.)

Mediterranean and Asian cuisines
dominate the scene—and often
appear on the same plate. Fusion
cooking caught on big here and has
never lost its steam. Many restaurants
that started out as, say, Italian, have
incorporated ingredients and cooking
styles from Southeast Asia and North
Africa, among other haute spots. Each
wave of immigration has carried new
ideas and flavors.

While restaurants of all descriptions
are found across the city, certain
neighborhoods are renowned for their
specialties: Little Italy for its trattorias,

Chinatown for its Chinese and Viet-
namese eateries, and the Danforth for
its Greek tavernas. In recent months,
King Street West has unexpectedly
become the new hot spot for in-the-
know gourmets, offering a bevy of
new bistros and boites.

DINING NOTES Dining out does
not have to be an expensive venture,
but the tax level is high. Meals are sub-
ject to the 8% provincial sales tax and
to the 7% GST. In other words, tax
and tip together can add 30% to your
bill. Restaurants normally leave tip-
ping to the diners’ discretion, unless
there are six or more people at the
table. The usual amount for good
service is 15%, jumping to 20% at
the pricier establishments. The price
of a bottle of wine is generally quite
high because of the tax on imports;
get around it by ordering an Ontario
vintage—local wines enjoy a rising
international reputation. Remember
that there is a 10% tax on alcohol,
whatever you're sipping.

NOTES ON THE REVIEWS
Restaurants are grouped by neighbor-
hood and listed alphabetically under
the following main-course price
ranges (not counting tax and tip): very
expensive, C$30 (US$21) and up;
expensive, C$20 to $29 (US$14-$20);
and moderate, C$10 to $19 (US$7-
$13). At inexpensive restaurants, its
possible to eat an entire meal for C$15
(US$11) or less. Many restaurants
offerings veer into higher and lower
categories, so the ranges are general
guidelines. Keep in mind that many
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Where to Dine in Midtown West & Uptown
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(TEJs A Note on Smoking

Almost all Toronto restaurants are nonsmoking, the result of an anti-
smoking bylaw that went into effect on June 1, 2001. Exceptions are
made for patios and separately ventilated dining rooms. Some restau-
rants chose to designate themselves as bars to get around the restriction,
but this led to another problem; they had to ban people under the age
of 19 from the premises. Restaurateurs vowed to fight the regulation,
which subjects both patrons and establishments to fines of C$200 to
C$5,000 (US$140-$3,500) for infractions, but they’ve been unsuccessful to
date. When making a reservation, ask about the restaurant’s smoking

policy.

restaurants change their menus and
policies at a moment’s notice. If a list-
ing says a restaurant doesnt accept
reservations, but you have your heart

set on eating there, it doesn’t hurt to
call and ask if a reservation (or an
exception) could be made.

1 Restaurants by Cuisine

AMERICAN
Far Niente %% (Downtown West,
$$$, p. 88)
Jump Cafe & Bar 44 (Downtown
West, $$$, p. 89)

ASIAN

Fortune Cookie & (Downtown
West, $$, p. 92)

Monsoon & (Downtown West,
$$$$, p. 86)

Queen Mother Cafe (Downtown
West, $, p. 95)

Rain & (Downtown West, $$$,
p- 89)

SpringRolls (Midtown West, $,
p. 107)

BELGIAN
Café Brussel (The East End, $$$,
p. 108)

BISTRO
Biff’s &% (Downtown East, $$$,
p. 96)
Brassaii s (Downtown West,
$$, p. 90)
Cities (Downtown West, $$,
p.91)

Crush & (Downtown West, $$,
p. 91)

Lakes & (Uptown, $$$, p. 112)

La Palette % (Downtown West,
$$, p. 92)

Le Sélect Bistro (Downtown West,
$$, p. 92)

Lolo &% (Uptown, $$, p. 113)

Pony (Downtown West, $$, p. 94)

Stork on the Roof & (Uptown, $$,
p. 113)

Torch Bistro (Downtown East,
$$$, p. 97)

Wish & (Downtown East, $$,
p-99)

CAJUN
Southern Accent (Midtown West,
$$, p. 105)

CANADIAN

Canoe Restaurant & Bar &
(Downtown West, $$$$, p. 85)

Patriot 44 (Midtown West, $$$,
p. 102)

Splendido Bar and Grill (Midtown
West, $$9, p. 102)

Tundra &% (Downtown West,
$$$8, p. 86)

Key to Abbreviations: $8$$ = Very Expensive  $$$ = Expensive  $$ = Moderate  § = Inexpensive
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Annapurna Vegetarian

area of detail

Annona 15
Boba 16
Chiado 1
Eccola 21
Goldfish 11

Kalendar 5

Lake Ontario

Lalibela 7

—&— TTC Subway

Messis 20

Restaurant 9

Happy Seven 22

Kensington Kitchen 18
La Bodega 25

Lee Garden 24

Nataraj 10

Opus 13

Pho Hung 14
Pony 3

Rouge 12

Sang Ho 23

Serra 11
Sottovoce 4
Southern Accent 8
Splendido Bar & Grill 19
Truffles 17

Veni Vidi Vici 2
Xacutti 6

CHINESE

Grand Yatt & (North of the City,
$$, p. 116)

Happy Seven (Downtown West, §,
p. 95)

Lai Wah Heen &g (Downtown
West, $$$, p. 89)

Lee Garden (Downtown West, $,
p. 95)

Sang Ho & (Downtown West, $$,
p- 94)

CONTINENTAL

Café Societa & (Downtown West,

$$, p. 91)

Centro g (Uptown, $$$$,
p. 110)

HotHouse Cafe (Downtown East,
$$, p. 98)

Opus (Midtown West, $$$$,
p. 100)

Oro (Downtown West, $$$,
p- 89)

360 Revolving Restaurant (Down-
town West, $$$$, p. 86)

Truffles & (Midtown West, $$$$,
p. 101)
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DELI
Lox, Stock & Bagel (Midtown
West, $, p. 106)
Shopsy’s (Downtown East, $,
p. 100)

ECLECTIC

Avalon &4 (Downtown West,
$$$$, p. 84)

Citron (Downtown West, $$,
p-91)

The Fifth g (Downtown West,
$$$$, p. 85)

Goldfish & (Midtown West, $$,
p- 103)

Messis & (Midtown West, $$,
p. 104)

Mildred Pierce g&eg (Downtown
West, $$, p. 93)

Octavia (The East End, $9,
p. 108)

Rouge &% (Midtown West, $$,
p. 104)

Swan (Downtown West, $3$,
p- 94)

Taro Grill & (Downtown West,
$$, p. 94)

ETHIOPIAN
Lalibela (Midtown West, $,
p. 106)

FRENCH

Auberge du Pommier G (Uptown,
$$$$, p. 110)

Bistro 990 &&& (Midtown West,
$$$8$, p. 100)

Jacques Bistro du Parc (Midtown
West, $$, p. 104)

La Bodega (Downtown West, $$,
p. 92)

Matignon (Midtown West, $$,
p. 104)

Quartier & (Uptown, $$$, p. 112)

FUSION
Boba & (Midtown West, $$$,
p. 101)
Colony Kitchen & (Midtown
West, $$, p. 103)
Eau (Downtown West, $$$$,
p- 85)

WHERE TO DINE

Pangaea & (Midtown West, $$3,
p. 102)

The Rivoli &% (Downtown West,
$, p. 96)

Susur &% (Downtown West,
$$$8, p. 86)

Veni Vidi Vici &% (Downtown
West, $$, p. 94)

GREEK
Astoria (The East End, §, p. 109)
Avli & (The East End, $, p. 109)
Christina’s (The East End, $$,
p. 108)
Gus & (Midtown West, $8,
p. 103)
Mezes (The East End, §, p. 110)
Myth & (The East End, $$,
p. 108)
Octavia (The East End, $$,
p- 108)
Ouzeri (The East End, $, p. 110)
Pan on the Danforth & (The East
End, $$, p. 108)
Penelope (Downtown West, $,
p- 95)

INDIAN
Indian Rice Factory & (Midtown
West, $, p. 105)
Nataraj (Midtown West, $, p. 106)
Xacutti %% (Downtown West,
$$3$, p. 90)

INTERNATIONAL

Annona & (Midtown West, $$$,
p. 101)

Brassaii &&& (Downtown West,
$$, p. 90)

Bymark (Downtown West, $$$$,
p- 85)

Courthouse Market Grille (Down-
town East, $$$, p. 97)

Epic &4 (Downtown West, $$$,
p. 88)

North 44 &&& (Uptown, $$$$,
p- 111)

Rosewater Supper Club & (Down-
town East, $8$, p. 97)

Scaramouche & (Uptown, $$$$,
p- 111)



Senses &4 (Downtown West, $$$,
p. 90)

Terra & (North of the City, $$,
p- 116)

YYZ %4 (Downtown West, $$$$,
p- 87)

ZooM Caffe & Bar & (Downtown
East, $$$, p. 98)

ITALIAN

Amore Trattoria & (Uptown, $$,
p. 113)

Café Nervosa (Midtown West, $$,
p- 103)

Dante’s & (North of the City, $,
p. 116)

Ecco La (Downtown West, $,
p. 92)

Grano & (Uptown, $$, p. 113)

Il Posto Nuovo (Midtown West,
$55, p. 101)

La Bruschetta & (Uptown, $$$,
p.111)

Mistura & (Midtown West, $$9,
p. 102)
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Hello Toast (Downtown East, $,
p- 99)

HotHouse Cafe (Downtown East,
$$, p. 98)

Kalendar &4 (Downtown West,
$, p. 95)

Peter Pan (Downtown West, $$,
p- 93)

Rebel House (Uptown, $, p. 115)

Sottovoce (Downtown West, $,
p. 96)

Terroni (Downtown East, $$,

p-99)

MEDITERRANEAN

Agora & (Downtown West, $$$,
p- 87)

Kensington Kitchen g%k
(Midtown West, $, p. 106)

Millie’s Bistro &4 (Uptown, $$$,
p. 112)

Myth &4 (The East End, $$,
p. 108)

Octavia (The East End, $$,
p. 108)

Serra (Midtown West, $, p. 107)

Sotto Sotto F& (Midtown West, MIDDLE EASTERN

Mezzetta (Uptown, $$, p. 113)

$$, p. 105)
Terroni (Downtown East, $$, PORTUGUESE
p- 99) Chiado (Downtown West, $$$,
Veni Vidi Vici &4 (Downtown p. 88)
West, $$, p. 94)
QUEBECOIS
JAPANESE/SUSHI Le Papillon (Downtown East, §,
Blowfish Restaurant & Sake Bar p. 99)
& (Downtown West, $$$, Montréal Bistro & Jazz Club
p- 87) (Downtown East, $$, p. 99)
Hiro Sushi & (Downtown East,
$$$, p. 97) SEAFOOD
Japan Deli (Midtown West, $, Joso’s (l\,/[idtown West, $$, p. 104)
p. 106) Rodney’s Oyster House (Down-
town West, $$, p. 94)
LAOTIAN Sang Ho & (Downtown West, $3,
Vanipha Lanna g% (Uptown, $$, p. 94)
p. 114)
STEAK
LIGHT FARE Barberian’s & (Downtown West,
Bloor Street Diner (Midtown $$8$, p. 84)
West, $, p. 105)
TEX-MEX

Hannah’s Kitchen (Uptown, $,

p. 114) Tortilla Flats (Downtown West, $,

p- 96)
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THAI Fressen (Downtown West, $$,
Thai Magic & (Uptown, $$8$, p. 114)
p. 112) Juice for Life (Downtown West, $,
Vanipha Lanna g&& (Uptown, $$, p. 114)
p. 114)
Young Thailand & (Downtown VIETNAMES E
East, $, p. 100) Pho Hung (Midtown West, $,
p- 106)
VEGETARIAN

Annapurna Vegetarian Restaurant
(Midtown West, $, p. 114)

2 Downtown West

This is where you will find Toronto’s greatest concentration of great restaurants.
Little Italy, which runs along College Street, and Chinatown, which radiates
from Spadina Avenue, has more restaurants than any other parts of the city.

You'll see a lot of high-price, low-quality eateries in the area, too. There also
tends to be more attitude from wait staffs, particularly along the gourmet ghetto
of Queen Street West. I'm a firm believer that even the best food cant make up
for shoddy service, so the restaurants I've selected generally get high marks in
both categories. Because service is so important to me, you won't find reviews of
restaurants where it’s totally substandard. A case in point is Little Italy’s Tratto-
ria Giancarlo, which has gained renown for its very good cooking and its celeb
sightings. Unfortunately, you pretty much have to be a star to get even a glass
of water brought to your table. Personally, no matter how charming a meal is,
I find that lousy service leaves a bad taste in my mouth.

VERY EXPENSIVE

Avalon &% ECLECTIC Follow the slim marble staircase into the elegant,
compact dining room. Careful attention to detail is clear, whether in the spray
of fresh flowers on each table or the daily chef’s menu. (The regular menu
changes with the seasons.) Avalon has one of the most inventive kitchens in the
city, and it demonstrates its creativity through pairings of flavors rather than a
showy multiplicity of ingredients. Main courses favor fish and fowl, such as
steamed Boston fluke and Alaskan king crab with a sweet-pea sauce, or lightly
smoked Moulard duck breast with pommes Anna and a blackcurrant coulis.
Desserts include treats like pear-and-elderflower sorbet and a wide selection of
cheeses. The globetrotting wine list represents New World and Old.

270 Adelaide St. W. (at John St). @) 416/979-9918. Reservations required. Main courses C$29-$40
(US$20-$28). AE, DC, MC, V. Thurs noon—-2pm; Mon-Sat 5:30-10pm. Subway: St. Andrew.

Barberian’s & STEAK Not getting enough protein? Get thee to Harry Bar-
berian’s upscale steakhouse, which has been going strong since 1959 (his son,
Arron, has since taken over). The room is cozy in a clubby way, with dark woods,
framed newspapers, and pre-Confederation doodads. The menu rarely changes,
but you won't hear any grousing—the crowd is too busy slurping martinis. The
highlights are the eight steaks, from 9-ounce sirloin to 23-ounce porterhouse, all
served with rice and spuds. The less traditional can partake of dishes like cheese
or beef fondue for two, which is on the late-night menu (10pm-midnight). For
all intents and purposes, there is only one dessert: Grand Marnier soufflé for
two. The wine list is about 1,000 strong, so bring your reading specs. Celebrity
sightings aren’t uncommon, but autograph secking is frowned upon.
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7 Elm St. @ 416/597-0335. Reservations required. Main courses C$22-$37 (US$15-$26). AE, DC, MC, V.
Mon-Fri noon-2:30pm; daily 5pm-midnight. Subway: Dundas.

Bymark @verrated INTERNATIONAL I feel terrible: For years I've hoped that
Mark McEwan, the excellent chef behind North 44—one of my favorite restau-
rants in any city (p. 111)—would open a restaurant in downtown Toronto. Now
that he has, I can hardly believe my disappointment. While the food here is very
good and the design is subtly beautiful, the service is lacking and the atmosphere
is abominable. If you dont mind your very expensive meal being disrupted
repeatedly by drunken louts in suits at the neighboring tables, you've found your
restaurant! This is one of the hot see-and-be-seen spots of the moment, and, if
youre determined to stop in, take my advice and bypass Bymark’s dining room
for its bar.

66 Wellington St. W. @ 416/777-1144. Reservations required. Main courses C$30-$48 (US$21-$34).
AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri 11:30am-2:30pm; Mon-Sat 5-10pm. Subway: King.

Canoe Restaurant & Bar & CANADIAN The inspiring view makes this
the place to see Toronto lit up at night. The interior isn’t so shabby, either, with
polished wooden floors and furnishings. Corporate types predominate, not only
because Canoe is in the Financial District, but also because the prices best suit
expense accounts. The meat-heavy menu showcases modern Canadian cuisine.
Grilled veal tenderloin served with acorn squash and warm sage-infused goat
cheese vies for attention with Maritime sea scallops served with a tartlet of
caramelized potatoes and double-smokes bacon. A few “spa inspired” dishes
are lower in fat. The wine list only scratches the surface—roughly two-thirds of
the bottles in stock aren’t included—so if you're craving a certain vintage, be sure
to ask.

54th floor, Toronto Dominion Tower, 66 Wellington St. W. @) 416/364-0054. www.canoerestaurant.com.

Reservations required. Main courses C$24-$40 (US$17-$28). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri 11:45am-2:30pm and
5-10:30pm. Subway: King.

Eau FUSION  There’s a certain segment of the Toronto population that likes
to think that their city is the New York of the North. That type would surely
gravitate to Eau, one of the new restaurants that’s enlivening the formerly sedate
King Street West area. It’s cool, its stylish, and it's way overpriced. The cock-
tail menu is funny without meaning to be: With martinis like the “bubble-
eau-seven” (peach and pineapple juices with vodka) and “the-big-eau” (vodka,
champagne and ice wine) costing C$13 to $18 (US$9.10-$13) apicce, there
must be some kind of joke afoot. But there is good news here: The kitchen does
a fine job with appetizers like blue-crab-and-avocado salad and entrees like
roasted duck breast drizzled with a glaze of sour cherry and bourbon. Further-
more, while the gorgeous staff do pose a bit, they are actually very sweet and
helpful.

609 King St. W. @ 416/203-9399. Reservations strongly recommended. Main courses C$27-$39
(US$19-$27). AE, DC, M, V. Wed-Sat 5:30-10:30pm. Subway: St Andrew.

The Fifth gs ECLECTIC Je pense que Le Cinguiéme n'est pas comme des
autres. Ah, pardon, was I just speaking French? I must have been confused by the
menu at The Fifth, which insists on listing all its plates en frangais and en anglais.
Créme Arlequin is translated as—get ready for this—creme Arlequin (no, I'm not
joking). Ca va? In fairness, though, the kitchen does serve stellar fare, like fluke
stuffed with scallop mousse. The delectable food and first-rate service attract an
upscale, chic crowd. Now if they could just fire the translator . . .
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225 Richmond St.W. @) 416/979-3005. www.easyandthefifth.com. Reservations required. 3-course prix-fixe
menu C$80 (US$56). Thurs-Sat 6pm-midnight. Subway: Osgoode.

Monsoon & ASIAN  Monsoon is more famous for its award-winning interior
design than for its food. That's a pity, because, while the brown-on-black
Zen-like setting and the fabulously flattering lighting are easy on the eye, the
cooking is subtly sensual. Sophisticated palates are familiar with Thai, Chinese,
Japanese, and Indian flavors, but it’s unusual to find them so seductively inter-
twined with North American staples—take for example the exquisite beef ten-
derloin in a Cabernet-teriyaki reduction that is teamed up with wasabi mashed
potatoes. The wine list runs the gamut from French Bordeaux to Australian
shiraz.

100 Simcoe St. @) 416/979-7172. www.monsoonrestaurant.ca. Reservations required. Main courses

(€$21-$37 (US$15-$26). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri noon-2:30pm; Mon-Sat 5:30pm-midnight. Subway: St.
Andrew.

Susur gk FUSION  Ifyou visited Toronto a few years ago, you might have
had the good fortune to dine at an exquisite restaurant called Lotus. The eatery’s
chef and owner, Susur Lee, broke the hearts of the city’s foodies when he decided
to close it and travel abroad. After some stints in foreign kitchens—he got as far
away as Singapore—Lee is back and better than ever. Susur is a delight. For such
a high-end establishment, its decor is refreshingly low-key, with stark white walls
and oyster-pale upholstery warmed with colored lights. There is no pretension
here, in either the ambience or the fine service.

But the biggest draw is what’s on the plate. Lee serves stellar cuisine in the
true fusion spirit, blending Asian and Western ingredients, cooking methods,
and presentation. The menu changes frequently, with bold, savory offerings like
rare venison loin with Gorgonzola—haw berry-red wine sauce. The cooking is
complex, and the wine list, while pricey, has been put together with extreme
care. When in doubr, ask the well-informed serving staff for recommendations.
601 King St.W. @ 416/603-2205. Reservations required. Main courses C$29-$43 (US$20-$30). AE, MC, V.

Mon-Sat 6-10pm. Subway: St. Andrew, then streetcar west to Bathurst St. and walk 1 block west to
Portland St.

360 Revolving Restaurant Gverrates CONTINENTAL  Let’s be frank: Most
people do not come here for the food. The view’s the thing, a breathtaking, awe-
inspiring panorama that will make you see the city in a new light. Unfortunately,
the kitchen doesn’t keep pace—it offers uninspiring fare like cold crab and
shrimp salad on Bibb lettuce. The highlight of the dessert list is a chocolate
rendition of the CN Tower. The wine list makes for interesting viewing, with its
collection of three-figure vintages, though there are a few choices by the glass.

CN Tower, 301 Front St.W. @ 416/362-5411. Reservations required. Main courses C$25-$40 (US$18-$28).
AE, DC, MC, V. May-Sept daily 10:30am-2:30pm; year-round daily 4:30-10:30pm. Subway: Union.

Tundra G CANADIAN A key element of the Hilton’s recent C$25 million
(US$18 million) renovation was the creation of this luxurious restaurant just off
its foyer. Sophisticated and opulent, the restaurant is designed to evoke elements
of the Canadian landscape. How does one suggest the majesty of, say, a giant
redwood? With columns wrapped in semi-transparent fabric and lit from
within, of course! (The stunning result is like a gargantuan Naguchi lamp.)
Every detail, from the one-armed wing chairs to the Frette linens, is beautifully
executed.
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The sense of theater doesn't stop with the design—the cuisine is just as artful.
Arctic char (a fish that’s often called a hybrid of salmon and trout) is paired with
Malapeque oysters and fried leeks; Nova Scotia lobster mates with tomato-
avocado-bean salad and Yukon Gold potatoes. The results are elegantly complex.
While the wine list is exhaustive, don’t hesitate to ask for recommendations—
service is well informed and helpful.

Hilton Toronto, 145 Richmond St. W. @) 416/860-6800. Reservations strongly recommended. Main courses
($28-$40 (US$20-$28). AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 6:30~10:30am; Mon-Fri 11:30am-2pm; daily 5:30~11pm.
Subway: Osgoode.

YYZ &4 INTERNATIONAL If you visited Toronto in 2001 or earlier, you
might have had the good fortune to dine at the Mercer Street Grill. While that
restaurant is no more, its owner, Simon Bower, has created a striking new spot
in YYZ. Named after the call letters of Toronto’s airport, the setting brings to
mind a futuristic lounge—all chrome, steel, and glass. While the palette veers to
the cool (unlike the city’s other modernist spaces, there’s not so much as a hint
of greenery to temper its android appeal), this is now home to some of the
hottest cooking in town. For starters, rare duck breast is paired with both spicy
ginger and sweet pineapple. The substantial mains, like the rack of lamb with a
celery-root-and-potato mash and mint purée, are artfully done. Do try to save
space for dessert: The warm pumpkin tart is a great way to finish.

345 Adelaide St. W. @ 416/599-3399. Reservations required. Main courses C$26-$34 (US$18-$24).
AE, MC, V. Mon-Sat 5-10:30pm. Subway: Osgoode.

EXPENSIVE

Agora & MEDITERRANEAN I'm biased—restaurants attached to larger
institutions usually scare me off. Agora at the Art Gallery of Ontario is an excep-
tion. Located in the beautiful Tannenbaum sculpture gallery, and open only for
lunch and brunch, Agora serves food thats inventive without being artsy. It’s
worth a trip even if you're not visiting the gallery. The menu does have its pre-
cious moments, like “Still life with aubergine,” but the food is uniformly
delightful. Some dishes play it straight with a Continental flair, like grilled
nigoise-style tuna with French green beans. The weekend brunch glams up
scrambled eggs with fresh truffle shavings and chives; the cinnamon crepes with
an almond-ricotta filling and apricot coulis are a treat.

At the Art Gallery of Ontario, 317 Dundas St. W. @) 416/977-0414. Reservations recommended for lunch.

Main courses C$12-$20 (US$8.40-$14). AE, DC, MC, V. Tues—Fri noon-2:30pm; Sat-Sun 11am-3pm. Subway:
St. Patrick.

Blowfish Restaurant & Sake Bar g% JAPANESE/SUSHI = Taking its name
from a high-risk Japanese delicacy, this new hot spot only adds to the glamour of
King Street West. Tucked inside a former bank building whose soaring ceilings
lend the room true grandeur, this restaurant is a rare pleasure—just like the blow-
fish. Eateries in trendy areas come and go, but Blowfish’s impressive attention to
detail makes me hope that this one will be around for a while.

The menu features the expected sushi and sashimi, and the quality and pres-
entation is uniformly excellent. But there are lots of other options, from the
starters (barbecued salmon skin and green salad make a stellar pair in peppery
dressing) to the mains (sea bass or black cod in a sweet miso marinade). Even
the free bowls of warm and salty edamame are delicious, and the service is
friendly and helpful. My one caveat to diners is to dine here on the early side,
since the restaurant transforms into a lounge at 11pm.
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668 King St. W. @ 416/860-0606. www.blowfishrestaurant.com. Reservations strongly recommended.
Main courses C$14-$24 (US$9.80-$17). AE, MC, V. Mon-Sat 5pm—2am. Subway: St Andrew, then streetcar
west to Bathurst.

Chiado PORTUGUESE  Alone in this Mediterranean-obsessed part of town,
Chiado serves modern Portuguese cuisine. Designed to evoke opulence, with
marble floors, oil paintings, and fresh orchids, it draws a sophisticated crowd.
Servers are models of Euro professionalism, attentive without hovering. The
menu favors seafood, from starters—such as grilled squid with roasted
peppers—to entrees, such as poached or grilled salted cod. Fresh fish is flown in
daily. The fowl and game dishes include a choice of braised rabbit or capon.
Don't skimp on the lovingly prepared sweets. The wine list is a treat. It includes
many unfamiliar but rich and complex wines, most priced in the bargain range.
484 College St. (at Concorde Ave.). @ 416/538-1910. Reservations required. Main courses C$17-$30
(US$12-$21). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon-Sat noon-3pm; Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5pm-midnight. Subway:
Queen's Park, then any streetcar west to Bathurst St.

Epic &4 INTERNATIONAL Not that I would ever counsel a visitor to stay
within the confines of his or her hotel, but this stunning restaurant at the Fair-
mont Royal York is definitely worth a visit. The scene here is one of unabashed
luxury, with velvety banquettes and Murano glass chandeliers. The attentive
service is in keeping with the elegant atmosphere—don’t come here if you don
want to be pampered.

The menu holds up its end of the deal, with luxurious ingredients that are
cleverly matched up. The starters set the tone—think Dungeness crab salad with
Segruva caviar, or a seafood tower that is built with the freshest lobster, scallops,
and oysters. Mains are equally well turned out, varying from truffle and
polenta—stuffed pheasant with asparagus and shallots, to the morel-crusted veni-
son loin with seared Quebec foie gras. One of my favorite dishes—the tempura-
fried halibut and hand-cut fries (an upscale version of fish n’ chips)—is available
only at lunch.

Fairmont Royal York, 100 Front St. W. @) 416/860-6949. Reservations recommended. Main courses
($22-$34 (US$15-$24). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri 7-10am, noon-2pm, 5:30-10pm (till 11pm on Fri); Sat 7-
11am and 5:30-11pm; Sun 7am-2pm and 5:30-10pm. Subway: Union.

Far Niente && AMERICAN A hangout favored by the suited set, this
restaurant offers fine cuisine in a casual setting. The room recalls California,
with an earthy palette, mounds of greenery, wine racks, and simple wooden
tables and chairs. The kitchen uses garden-fresh ingredients and a light touch.
The menu designates many staples—including tuna steak, grilled salmon, and
even a Caesar salad—as “living well” dishes, which have reduced fat, cholesterol,
and calories. You might try Sonoma spinach salad with cherry tomatoes, button
mushrooms, and bean sprouts; the pumpkin ravioli with cranberries and pecans
in apple cider butter sauce; or the skillet-seared sea bass in a saffron-vanilla sauce
with ginger-scented veggies and mashed Yukon Gold potatoes. Steaks are a spe-
cialty, with filet mignon and New York strip loin available in 6- to 14-ounce
cuts.

Downstairs is Soul of the Vine, a wine bar that has its own menu, mainly
appetizers and pasta. The room can get loud and smoky, so serious eaters should
stay upstairs.

187 Bay St. (at Wellington St.). @ 416/214-9922. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$18-$36
(US$13-$25). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri 11:30am-11pm; Sat-Sun 5-11pm. Subway: King.
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Jump Cafe & Bar && AMERICAN Jump is, appropriately enough, always
hopping. A sprawling space in Commerce Court, it can be tricky to find. Just
follow the buzz—as the decibel level rises (above romantic, but not uncomfort-
able), you'll know you're on the right track. Power brokers drop by for lunch or
after-work drinks. The dinner scene is a mix of celebratory couples and suits in
deal-making mode. The restaurant is such a see-and-be-seen spot that you might
suspect it’s all show and no substance. Actually, the food is anything but an after-
thought. To start, consider steamed mussels in ginger-and-coconut-milk broth,
or grilled tiger shrimps on Thai mango-peanut salad. The menu features “suit-
able” dishes like grilled 10-ounce New York Black Angus steak with Yukon Gold
fries, salsa, and mushroom gravy. The more adventurous have other choices,
such as roasted sea bass with fragrant coconut basmati rice and green curry, or
osso buco with spinach-and-lemon risotto. The wine list favors the New World,
and there are a fair number of selections by the glass. Luxe desserts will set your
diet back by about a month. Service is smooth, and the only complaint I could
possibly make is that Jump never seems to settle down.

1 Wellington St.W. @ 416/363-3400. Reservations required. Main courses C$19-$32 (US$13-$22). AE, DC,
MC, V. Mon-Fri 11:30am~11pm; Sat 4:30—11pm. Subway: King.

Lai Wah Heen & CHINESE This is one hotel dining room where you'll
find more locals than visitors. The interior is vintage Art Deco; spare pictograms
dominate the walls of the two-level space. A suited-up crowd dominates at
lunch; at dinner, a few dolled-up couples manage to sneak in. The massive menu
is mainly Cantonese, with some Szechwan specialties. It offers more than a
dozen sharK’s fin soups, from thick broth with bamboo fungi to Alaska king crab
bisque. Abalone gets similar attention, shredded and stir-fried with bean sprouts
or braised with fresh vegetables and oyster sauce. Those with tamer tastes
(or restricted budgets) can choose from meat or noodle dishes; the dim sum list
alone goes on for several pages. There are several lunch and dinner prix-fixe
specials, which offer five or six dishes for C$38 (US$27) and up.

In the Metropolitan Hotel, 110 Chestnut St. @) 416/977-9899. Reservations recommended. Main courses
€$16-$30 (US$11-$21). AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 11:30am-3pm; Sun-Thurs 5:30-10:30pm; Fri-Sat 5:30~11pm.
Subway: St. Patrick.

Oro CONTINENTAL The trappings of modern luxury set the scene, with
blond wood, a tile floor, and a substantial fireplace that warms that room (figu-
ratively if not always literally). In its Eaton Centre neighborhood, Oro is
uniquely sophisticated. Softly lit tables sit far apart—this is the perfect spot
for a romantic rendezvous. The menu ventures further and further from its
Italianate roots, with showstoppers like West-meets-East hoisin-tamarind glazed
pork tenderloin accompanied by cumin-scented red onion purée. Desserts like
the white chocolate cheesecake bombe are equally delightful. The lengthy wine
list leans toward Italy and America, with only a select few by the glass. The oft-
praised service is relaxed but attentive.

45 Em St. @ 416/597-0155. www.ororestaurant.com. Reservations recommended. Main courses
(€$18-$40 (US$13-$28). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri noon—2:30pm; Mon-Sat 5:30-10:30pm. Subway: Dundas.

Rain & ASIAN  One of Toronto’s newest hot spots, Rain has gained a certain
notoriety for employing a bouncer at the door; word has it that the bouncer
determines who’s chic enough to make it into this den of cool, reservations be
damned. The Zoronto Star's restaurant critic was turned away, despite having a
reservation; most famously, pop star Nelly Furtado was refused entry to her own
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private party (the restaurant’s owners refuse to discuss the incident). You either
love it or you hate it—Rain evokes strong emotions. Everyone agrees that the
decor is a seductive hit, with its waterfall walls, backlit frosted-glass bars and
screens, and sophisticated low black banquettes. The menu is equally sleek,
albeit a tad confusing: Instead of dividing appetizers from entrees, it jumbles
dishes together, with only their price tags indicating their relative size. The cook-
ing is lovely, with some standouts like five-spice Peking duck roll, and miso
black cod atop tatsoi greens. While the service is adequate, it’s a little clunky for
such a swank place.

19 Mercer St. @) 416/599-7246. Reservations required. Main courses C$10-$30 (US$7-$21). AE, MC, V.
Tues—Sat 5:30-11pm. Subway: St. Andrew.

Senses G INTERNATIONAL Harry Wu, who already has two excellent
restaurants—Lai Wah Heen (p. 89) and Hemispheres—at the Metropolitan
Hotel, is the man behind this venture, which is located at his new SoHo Met-
ropolitan Hotel (p. 56). Senses encompasses a bakery, and a gourmet food
emporium (see p. 186 in chapter 8). Dining here is an experience for—what
else?—all the senses. The serene sandy tones are serious eye candy, the back-
ground music soothes, and velvety banquettes rub you the right way. Smell and
taste get revved up for starters like the Spanish goat cheese empanada with olives
and beet-root salad. The main-dish squab breasts with prawn sausage and wild
rice pancake is beautifully executed. Service is extremely well informed and pro-
fessional.

At the SoHo Metropolitan, 318 Wellington St. W. @) 416/961-0055. www.senses.ca. Reservations strongly

recommended. Main courses C$19-$46 (US$13-$32). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri 11:30am-2:30pm; Sat
11:30am-3pm; Mon-Sat 5-10pm. Subway: St. Andrew.

Xacutti &g INDIAN There are a lot of reasons to love Xacutti (pronounced
sha-koo-tee). One is that it brings a new and exotic flavor to the well-traveled
Little Italy restaurant strip. Another is that the Indian-inspired cuisine is just so
beautifully executed. Starters include galangal prawns in a lime-mint curry or
baby greens in a kumquat vinaigrette; mains range from cardamom-smoked
lamb with mango chutney and ginger frites to pan-fried cod with new potatoes,
spinach and coconut-tomato curry. The weekend brunch menu is just as excel-
lent, though it veers away from Indian food, serving up treats like blueberry
pancakes with maple syrup and Devonshire cream or a wild-mushroom-and-
goat-cheese omelet. The thoughtful service matches the cuisine.

503 College St. @ 416/323-3957. Reservations strongly recommended. Main courses C$17-$34
(US$12-$24). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri 6:30pm—1am; Sat 10:30am-2pm; Sun 10:30am-3pm. Subway: Queen’s
Park, then streetcar west to Palmerston.

MODERATE

Brassaii %% awe BISTRO/INTERNATIONAL This is my favorite
among the Toronto restaurants that opened in 2003. Named for a 1920s French
photographer—his black-and-white prints adorn the walls—Brassaii offers a
picture-perfect setting. The long, cavernous dining room is decorated in dusky
grey and black, and tall vases stand in the windows, each holding a single long-
stemmed calla lily. The effect feels much like being inside a photograph, and the
flattering lighting from the halogen spotlights that hang from the ceiling only
enhance this image. Still, on King Street West these days, everyone looks cool
(Eau, Blowfish, and others). But Brassaii still manages to stand out by offering
both excellent cooking and brilliant service—and doing so for prices that are
lower than most of its competition in the area. The kitchen really knows its stuff.
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While the menu frequently changes, it might include entrees such as braised
duck atop lentils and spinach, or shoulder of lamb with chickpeas and tomato.
The desserts are not to be missed, particularly the elegant apple crumble with
berries and caramel ice cream. The wine list is substantial, and there are some
very good vintages available by the glass. Still, my favorite drink here is the Bras-
saii martini, which blends a couple of types of fruit juice with 7-Up and vodka.
I know it sounds bizarre, but it’s a deliciously sweet drink.

One more thing: Also unlike its competition, Brassaii is open for breakfast,
lunch and dinner. Bon appétit, indeed.

461 King St. W. @) 416/598-4730. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$14-$22 (US$9.80-$15).
AE, MC, V. Mon-Sat 7am—11pm; Sun 11am-10pm. Subway: St. Andrew, then streetcar west to Spadina Ave.

Café Societa & CONTINENTAL The Lilliputian dining room is cramped,
the menu is the shortest in the city, and yet the crowds can’t stay away. Why?
Simply because the food is seductive. The trick is in the unusual marriages of
fruits and vegetables flavoring many of the dishes. Rosti and rhubarb compote
enliven a veal chop, and it turns out that grilled calamari tastes better with cit-
rus fruit. Who knew? The highlight of the triad of desserts is chocolate mousse
with heavy cream and paper-thin pear shavings.

796 College St. @) 416/588-7490. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$12-$21 (US$8.40-$15).
MG, V. Sat=Sun 11am-3pm; daily 6-11pm. Subway: Queen’s Park, then any streetcar west to Ossington Ave.

Cities BISTRO  This charming bistro, where a rococo Elvis presides over the
bar, personifies the pleasures and problems of metropolitan life. It’s over-
crowded—19 tables for two cram the narrow room, forcing neighbors to rub
elbows. The food, however, makes it all worthwhile. The menu is deliberately
short, allowing the kitchen to focus hothouse-flower care on its featured selections:
rack of lamb, Atlantic salmon, veal tenderloin. Starters, like three-mushroom
salad, get equal attention.

859 Queen St.W. @) 416/599-7720. Main courses C$12-$20 (US$8.40-$14). AE, MC, V. Daily noon-2:30pm
and 5-10:30pm. Subway: Osgoode, then any streetcar west to Bathurst St.

Citron ECLECTIC At once chic and attitude-free, Citron draws casual but
hip 20-somethings. The menu borrows heavily from every corner of the globe,
favoring seafood and vegetarian offerings. North African couscous stew, Tex-
Mex lasagna, and Thai-spiced salmon compete for attention. For dessert, my
sweet-tooth side recommends the divine white chocolate cheesecake.

813 Queen St. W. @ 416/504-2647. Reservations not accepted. Main courses C$12-$20 (US$8.40-$14).
AE, MC, V. Mon-Thurs 5-10:30pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm. Subway: Osgoode, then any streetcar west to Bathurst St.

Crush & BISTRO  This lively new spot is another reason that King Street West
is now a major foodie destination. Crush is part bistro and part wine bar, and its
atmosphere is appropriately convivial. The high-ceilinged, warehouse-like space
has a huge open kitchen, so you can be entertained by the goings-on that are usu-
ally kept behind the scenes. Better still, you can be impressed by the results: The
goat-cheese-and-tomato napoleon or the mussels on the half-shell topped with
escargot butter make great opening acts. The juicy pork chop in Madeira sauce is
a star is its own right. The wine list is diverse, with many varieties available by the
glass (you can even choose whether to have a 3-ounce or 5-ounce serving, a boon
for oenophiles who want to try new things). Service is smooth and obliging, mak-
ing this a great place to go if youre planning on catching a show at one of the
nearby theaters. The only potential problem with Crush is the decibel level: This
is a lively spot, and warehouse spaces aren't known for great acoustics.
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455 King St. W. @ 416/977-1234. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$14-$25 (US$9.80-$18).
AE, MC, V. Mon—Fri noon-10:30pm; Sat 5-10:30pm; Sun 5-10pm. Subway: St. Andrew, then streetcar west
to Spadina Ave.

Ecco La ITALIAN  Tiny trattorias litter Little Italy, but Ecco La stands out.
The rustic dining room is all red brick and ochre walls, with a wood-burning
pizza oven as the centerpiece. Arugula and smoked salmon make a good match
for robust tomatoes and Parmesan. There’s also pasta (rigatoni goes nicely with
wild mushrooms, sage cream, and truffle essence), and tender, meaty main
dishes, which include capon and salmon. The menu always offers a vegetarian
risotto, too. Desserts are strictly for chocolate lovers.

356 College St. @ 416/926-9899. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$10-$21 (US$7-$15).

AE, MC, V. Mon-Fri 11am-1am; Sat-Sun 4pm-1am. Subway: Queen’s Park, then any streetcar west to
Brunswick Ave.

Fortune Cookie & ds ASIAN ~ Gourmet it isn’t, but I really do like Fortune
Cookie. Why? For starters, it's one of the best deals in the Entertainment Dis-
trict: For C$23 (US$16) per person (or C$10/US$7 for children 9 and under),
you can order whatever you want from a 39-item tasting menu. You can also
order as much as you like, so while the portions do tend to be small, you can get
more of the General Tao chicken or the deep-fried spring rolls if you want. It’s
also a great way of getting around the problem of trying new things: If you
always get the orange beef, here’s your chance to try it and a slew of other dishes,
too. The wait staff are friendly and helpful, even when you keep sending them
back for more . . . and more . . . and more . . .

291 King St. W. @) 416/599-9995. Reservations recommended. Tasting menu C$23 (US$16) per person

(C$10/USS$7 for children 9 and under). AE, DC, MC, V. Sun-Thurs 11:30am-10pm; Fri 11:30am-11pm; Sat
noon-11pm. Subway: St. Andrew.

La Bodega FRENCH This is a quiet spot infused with Gallic charm. In a
turn-of-the-20th-century town house, La Bodega is a short walk from the Art
Gallery of Ontario. The two dining rooms have fireplaces, and tapestries and
gilt-framed mirrors line the walls. The menu is traditional French, with a focus
on meats. Grilled beef tenderloin soaks up cognac sauce, and duck breast mixes
well with wild blueberries. The wine list boasts some Bordeaux grandes dames,
and there’s a nice mix of Ontario vintages, too.

30 Baldwin St. @ 416/977-1287. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$15-$27 (US$11-$19).
AE, DC, MC, V. Mon~Fri 11:30am-2:30pm; Mon-Sat 5-11pm. Subway: St. Patrick.

La Palette & BISTRO This is a terrific, offbeat addition to the Kensington
Market neighborhood. It’s so good, in fact, that you almost wonder why no one
else ever thought of locating a classic French bistro on the edge of Chinatown.
A quartet of Gallic flags announces its presence; inside, the 30-seat dining room
is cozy and informal, with considerate, low-key service. The menu is classic,
from ballantine of chicken stuffed with peppers and rice to lamb chops with a
crusty coating of mustard and rosemary. If youre as much as a dessert fiend as
I am, save room for irresistible citron tart and dark chocolate cake.

256 Augusta Ave. @ 416/929-4900. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$10-$18 (US$7-$13).
AE, MC, V. Sun-Thurs 5:30-11pm; Fri-Sat noon-midnight. Subway: St. Patrick, then streetcar west to
Augusta Ave.

Le Sélect Bistro BISTRO What says Paris bistro to you? Le Sélect sets the
tone with posters, decorative objects straight from grand-mere’s attic, and sultry
jazz in the background. Breadbaskets hang from the ceiling above each table,
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ﬂ(?ds Family-Friendly Restaurants

Fortune Cookie (p. 92) The food offerings in the Entertainment Dis-
trict grow ever more sophisticated—a great thing, unless you're look-
ing for a place to take the small fry. The all-you-can-order 39-item
tasting menu is a mere €$9.95 (US$7) for children 9 and under.

Grano (p. 113) Don't worry that a noisy babe-in-arms might disrupt
diners—this lively, slightly chaotic eatery welcomes families. The own-
ers have four kids, and they love to fuss over the bambini.
Kensington Kitchen (p. 106) Whimsically decorated, with colorful
toys and model airplanes. It seems to be easier to get kids to eat their
greens when veggies are tucked into pita sandwiches, like the ones
here.

Millie's Bistro (p. 112) This is a perennially popular spot with families.
There's a special menu for tykes, and most of the Mediterranean food
can be eaten without cutlery.

Shopsy’s (p. 100) When the kids are sick of eating out and craving
comfort food, this is where to take them. Home-style chili and maca-
roni and cheese hit the spot, and ice cream dominates a whole section
of the menu.

and require gentle coaxing to reach the diners. The menu emphasizes traditional
rib-sticking fare such as steak frites and cassoulet, all nicely done. The service can
be a trifle slow, but the casually dressed professionals don’t seem to mind.

328 Queen St. W. @) 416/596-6405. www.leselect.com. Reservations recommended. Main courses
($13-$33 (US$9.10-$23). AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 11:30am—11:30pm. Subway: Osgoode.

Mildred Pierce & ECLECTIC Named after a Joan Crawford film, this
restaurant is appropriately theatrical. Murals of a Roman feast cover the walls
(a local in-joke, they depict characters including the restaurant’s owner). The
menu fits right in, rich in inspiration and dramatic flourishes borrowed from
different countries. Grilled salmon accompanies saffron risotto and a ragout of
fennel, baby beets, and bok choy, while a Thai hot pot boasts tiger shrimp, scal-
lops, mussels, and clams brewing in a coconut-lime-cilantro sauce. The short
wine list includes options from Italy, Spain, South Africa, and California. Lush
desserts include maple créeme brillée, and a rustic cranberry and walnut tart.

99 Sudbury St. @ 416/588-5695. Reservations recommended; not accepted for Sun brunch. Main courses
C$17-$26 (US$12-$18). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri noon—2pm; Sun 10am-3pm; Sun-Thurs 5:30-10pm; Fri-Sat
5:30-11pm. Subway: Osgoode, then any streetcar west to Dovercourt; walk south on Dovercourt and turn
right at Sudbury.

Peter Pan LIGHT FARE  When I was in high school, Peter Pan was the classy
restaurant you went to for pre-prom dinner or a big date. The crowd at this fun,
relaxed place is forever young, easily impressed by the old-fashioned bar, ever-
changing art exhibits, and friendly service. The menu is awash in Eurasian food-
speak; simpler dishes are best. The Peter Pan burger is always a top choice.
Desserts are strictly for sweet tooths.

373 Queen St. W. @ 416/593-0917. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$10-$18 (US$7-$13).
AE, MC, V. Mon-Wed noon-midnight; Thurs-Sat noon—1am; Sun noon—11pm. Subway: Osgoode.
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Pony BISTRO  On the periphery of hyper-trendy Little Italy, Pony is never-
theless the kind of place where you can relax. The candlelit dining room is
charming, the upholstered chairs are comfy, and the service is smooth. The
menu sticks mainly to bistro classics, such as roasted chicken stuffed with pro-
sciutto, smoked mozzarella, and apple slices. The Caesar salad has the creamiest
dressing in town—even a devoted calorie-counter won’t be able to resist.

488 College St. @ 416/923-7665. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$16-$25 (US$11-$18).
AE, MC, V. Mon-Sat 5-11pm. Subway: Queen'’s Park, then any streetcar west to Bathurst.

Rodney’s Oyster House SEAFOOD A favorite with the Financial District
set, Rodney’s is rowdy at all times of day. The setting is as unpretentious as you
could find: Think lobster traps dangling from the ceiling and fishing nets hang-
ing across the walls. The main draw is the incredibly fresh oysters, and the
lobster and salmon dishes are worth more than a look.

469 King St. W. @) 416/363-8105. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$16-$40 (US$11-$28).
AE, DC, MC, V. Mon-Sat 11:30am-midnight. Subway: St. Andrew.

Sang Ho & CHINESE/SEAFOOD  There’s no end of eateries in the eastern
end of Chinatown, but Sang Ho will be the one with the longest queue out front.
The restaurant boasts not only a top-notch kitchen, but also a lovely dining room
filled with several teeming aquariums. The regular menu of 100-plus dishes never
changes; wall-mounted boards list many specials of the day. Seafood—shrimp,
clams, or red snapper—is the obvious choice. Service is speedy and responsive.
Try to go on a weeknight, when there’s no more than a short wait for a table.

536 Dundas St. W. @) 416/596-1685. Reservations not accepted. Main courses C$8-$18 (US$5.60-$13).
MG, V. Sun-Thurs noon-10pm; Fri-Sat noon—11pm. Subway: St. Patrick.

Swan ECLECTIC The room brings to mind a retro soda fountain, with a
counter and swirly stools on one side, and booths with Formica tables on the
other. Just don’t expect to find a strawberry-banana float on the menu. The
youngish hipsters who congregate here slurp up martinis and oysters. Happily,
the menu avoids the trendy trap, managing both roasted capon with bourbon
gravy and corn fritters, and braised beef short ribs marinated in beer and mar-
malade. There’s a nice selection of wines, almost all available by the glass. The
popular weekend brunch features the usual eggy plates as well as some surprises:
spicy Moroccan olives or smoked arctic char salad, anyone?

892 Queen St. W. @) 416/532-0452. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$15-$20 (US$11-$14).
AE, DC, MC, V. Mon—Fri noon—4:30pm; Sun—Fri 5-10:30pm; Sat 5-11pm; Sat-Sun 11:30am-2:30pm. Subway:
0Osgoode, then any streetcar west to Euclid Ave.

Taro Grill & ECLECTIC DPass through the curtain hanging at the door, and
enter a hip new world. Actually, it’s not that new, but the Taro Grill has some-
thing that most hot spots of the moment cant claim—staying power. Its secret?
A mix of clever cooking, helpful service, and a glamorous high-ceilinged space.
The menu refuses to be easily characterized. Just when you think you've pegged
the Cal-Ital pizza-pasta-salad triad, out of the blue comes tempura veggies or
Asian-influenced New Zealand lamb. Affordable bottles, mainly from Australia
and South Africa, fill the wine list.

492 Queen St.W. @) 416/504-1320. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$13-$20 (US$9.10-$14).
AE, MC, V. Daily noon-4pm and 6-10pm. Subway: Osgoode, then any streetcar west to Bathurst St.

Veni Vidi Vici g4 ITALIAN/FUSION  This is Little Italy’s brightest new
addition, a little gem that serves delicious food in a swanky setting—but, unlike
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many of its neighborhood cousins, it does so without attitude. I like it even bet-
ter than established neighborhood favorite Ecco La. There’s no sign outside, just
a gilt-covered fresco of a mustachioed deity looming over the doorway. Inside,
the staff is quick to usher diners to high-backed velvet banquettes.

The menu can be divided into two parts. On the Italian side, there are pasta
dishes such as linguine with mixed seafood, or risotto with portobello, cremini,
and porcini mushrooms. But the Asian-inspired fusion plates are the showstop-
pers: Think cashew-studded sea bass with fennel, or phyllo-wrapped salmon
with basmati rice. Desserts return to the classics, like créme briilée with fresh
berries. The wine list is particularly strong in Iralian reds.

650 College St. (at Grace St.). @ 416/536-8550. Reservations recommended. Main courses C$13-$25

(US$9.10-$18). AE, MC, V. Tues=Sun 11am-3pm and 5pm-midnight. Subway: Queen's Park, then streetcar
west to Grace St.

INEXPENSIVE

Happy Seven CHINESE  This eatery boasts kitschy touches like plastic Bud-
dhas and a tank full of fish and crawly critters. They may not be everybody’s cup
of (green) tea, but the kitchen is widely acknowledged as one of the best in Chi-
natown. The menu is classic Cantonese, with a few Szechwan choices. Seafood
dishes are a favorite, though there are many plates for vegetarians; portions are
extremely generous.

358 Spadina Ave. @ 416/971-9820. Reservations not accepted. Main courses C$7-$15 (US$4.90-$11).
MG, V. Daily 4pm-5am. Subway: Spadina, then LRT south to Baldwin St.

Kalendar &a LIGHT FARE I can't go to this restaurant without snickering
at the menu, but the food inspires satisfied sighs. There are sandwiches stuffed
with portobello mushrooms, havarti, and roasted red peppers, and five
“scrolls”—phyllo pastries filled with delights like artichoke hearts, eggplant, and
hummus. The “nannettes” (pizzas) are baked nan breads topped with ingredients
like smoked salmon, capers, and red onions. The ambience recalls a French
bistro. In summer the sidewalk patio is just the place to sit and watch the world.

546 College St. (just west of Bathurst St.). @) 416/923-4138. Main courses C$10-$13 (US$7-$9.10). MC,
V. Mon-Fri 11am-4pm. Subway: Queen’s Park, then any streetcar west to Bathurst St.

Lee Garden CHINESE If lines are a measure of the success of a restaurant,
then Lee Garden is, deservedly, the hands-down Toronto champ. The draw is a
Cantonese menu weighted heavily toward seafood. Although there’s no shark
fin, there’s no shortage of shrimp, lobster, and cod. The signature dish is fork-
tender grandfather smoked chicken with honey and sesame seeds. The kitchen
works wonders with tofu, too.

331 Spadina Ave. @) 416/593-9524. Reservations not accepted. Main courses C$10-$22 (US$7-$15).
AE, MC, V. Daily 4pm-midnight